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PREFACE

OxNE limndred and cight vears ugo Mr. D’Arey Boulton
put inte print his opinion that noe peried in the history
of our own country can be considered pninteresting. Now
that the wash of haste and Lhe sponge of materialism are
wiping many lines off our first pages, it hehooves us to dig,
and to dizg qnickly. Miss dMavjory AaeMurchy pertinently
asks, in one of her reviews, “ Why make a little book if
yon do not take a few howrs to do it?  In prepariog o
little hook of ecowdensation a great mumy hours can Iw
vonanmed ; and in rhis sketeh of a small tract which has
hitherto een not much snepected of owning conongh warp
or woof out of which one conlid weave o fabric, o chief
hope is that the futmire historian may find some portions
of his work made casicr. To gather, condensy, and aprain
sift, to reconsider translatione and intermediate synopses,
i= u delightful ocenpation known to the initiated ; there is
i pleasant field waiting for the worker who has ability to
develop it; and an earnest cartograplier might even make
u valuable history that would be unbnrdened by para-
eraphs,

M 'eter Kalm, a lenmmed Gentleman of Bweden who
‘visited Canada in 175, asks to be excused if no extrava-
want wonders are velated Ly him; Lhe conld not make
nature otherwise than he found it, and he chose that in
time to come his readers would snv he related things as
they were and that all was found to agree with his descrip-
" tions, not esteeming Lim o false velater. Bo also it i my
business to repeat or eopy, not to edit; and to thase of my
veaders who possess the historic sense 16 will appear fitting
that ceriain orthogeaphy is vetained according to the time
and the whim of my prineipals, and that it is not censored
ont of exisience.

it



iv PREFACE

George Sand apologizes for subscribing to the patri-
archal fashion of prefaces; and one of the wittiest of
modern tramps pokes gentle fun at that fashion in Rabe-
laisian diction. No notes of thanks for help received, from
him ; the helper does not want them, and the veader doesn’t
care.  DBut I cannot emulate my betters; 1 must give
thanks.

Of a certain French village that delighiful framp says
that when the land-folk cannot discover folk-lore they
enrich their beloved homes by inventing it, The kind folk
who have helped me with many inventions come first in
my list, and to them I give thanks.

The maps which accompany this letter-press are in part
provided by the courtesy of the Crown Lands Department
and the heads of the Survevs Branch for Ontario; some
I owe to Dr. Fraser, Proviocial Avchivist; and some, with
many other debts, to My, Pardoe, Parliamentary Librarian,
The unrestricted nse allowed me by Professor Watson Bain
of his fafher's rave library was a continuation of Dr.
James DBain's kindness extending over many yvears; and
some of wmy copies, with the Jameson sketehes, come from
that collection. Dut the laurgest proportion, either nsed
herein or provided for my vefercnee portfolio, have come
to me through the kindness of D, Dounghty, Dominion
Archivist. To him, and to My, I, It. Holmden, who spared
me many hours of expert help, [ am in large delit; and |
have to thank Mr. Pavker, the head of the Mannseript
Room, for the use of a number of valuable docnments.

The ladies of our ublic Reference Library have made
my resenpch there pleasanf; and to Miss Btaton I am
again obliged, as in the old days nnder D, Bain.

Through the permission obtained for me by the lib-
rarian-in-charge at the Canadian Institute I have had the
advantage of reading papers of pgreat use to me in my
search; and in the lists of authorvities given for the state-
ments contained in each section those Papers and Trans-
actions and the copies of the Institute Jenrnal lent me by
friends have been acknowledged,



PREFACE v

Mr, H. Phillips, of the Lambton General Stores, has
been kind enough to lend me the beautiful photograph of
the channel above the Lambton mill, facing page 112,

My sketch owes much originally to Dr. A, H. U. Col-
quhoun, and afterwards to De. Burwash, Dr. J. H. Coyne,
D, G. H. Needler, and Dr. A, Cosens; and a patient, long-
tried man, Mr, E. 8, Caswell, has again come to my assist-
ance. Other aid is acknowledged in the body of the hook.

I do not mean that these names eonclude the list of men
and women who have put me in the way of acquiring bits
of history, and to each and all I offer my sinceve apprecia-
tion,

This little tract by Dralé’s pathway to the Lake, this
Humber of 8t. John, must have somewhere, perhaps in
hoxes of letters in garrets, mueh material for a better his-
tory than an outsider can hint at concerning later days;
and perhaps an insider will vet write all that shonld be
written. The first step hag been taken in the saving of
some part of the beauty. When indiseriminate building
was imminent and the mannfacturer went a-site-seeing,
there arose a small band of enthnsiasts who mingled their
money with their faith, who eontrived to buy and to plan,
and who had strength in sitting still. A pecoliar admix-
ture of romance with their grasp of facts and potentialities
made the Tittle Company of Associates a target for many
shots; but the immediate development and the apparently
inevitable futore of their area ave proofs that these men
have given Toronto a sulinrb of which Ontario must needs
be proud.

To the unthinking, to the underdone, to the ignorant
in general, a compilation is dull reading, a thing of shreds
of paper and patches of paste, snippets only. I don’ mean
that this eompilation will not be read by some such people.
But always there arve others: and to those oithers I would
appeal. The parts contain the whole; and the gathering
of material for any compilation, liowever so humble,
teaches one that the parts are sometimes few or sometimes
not accepted seriously and that the history of Ontario may



