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THE Mnse of History 13 worldly persouage,

whio freqquently reserves hor favors for dev-
olecs e ensy cirsumstances.  The pughing
Y gspinunts who selee the prizes of poctry, le-
tion, musie, the dvarng, and the other arts, in which
pemlis bs o renuivel, are apt to beosnubisl by this
twre exelusive fady, whose enlt demaods lonr propa-
Tathom, eogtly ontlays, and anple Teisure, She shows to
gromtlemen of leisure sl elegant eoltore a polite ar,
one of the very politest, e which iwlusiry and persc-
verines ane gnotigh for snecess and fane, and oo often
she seems o exaet nothing nore. A ian inay not
say that he will be o grear poet ov & great novelist;
Bt with edueutiow, iy, sl time, oo wny resolv
without unexiompled presmmption to be o great histo-
rian,  To be sure, this results omsny eases nomaling
great historiaue what they are: greatest when mmread,
and the wosl perishable of the lmoortads, They lave
so seldowy ndesd, been tme literary artists, that one
has a eertein besitstion o proneaseing aoy historian o
wan of geoins, and it i3 with o lastivg saeprise thas
one recogiizes in the groatest of historiaus one of the
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(i EDWARD GIRBON.

greatest of geninsee, a writer who possessed in pross,
ahove any other Englisliayg of his thoe, the shaping
hand; and who woulded the vast masses of his Ellbj('{“t.
futo fortes of wagnificent beanty, giving to their oolos-
sul ooy a finish for which there i no word Tt ex-
st

Yoo I think one dizposed to be the most eparing of
the phr.':a.ll ia l]llitl! sl i enlling the bistorian of the
SDeeling aud Fall of the Eonsn Ewpire™ s man of
gening; not fur what he has done for history, but what
he has done for literalare, o showiog that we teme 1e
s liogze but that art way proportion it and adon it
1l it charma ; the work which lastingly ehanns boing
abways wwl alowe the prool of geoivs, When one
toras to bis wishty achievement from uther Kistories,
one feels that it is reslly a8 eomperalibe for its aoble
nanner a5 for e goodear of the ey it noarrates,
That story assmees @t hiz tonch the majestie forms,
the lofty movement, of an epic; its advaner Is thyth-
nieal 3 in the strong pulsce of 1l% antithescs 1= the fire and
Iife of w poetic sense; itz mngie, rich and full, has a
martial vigor, its colovs are the blazons of shiclds and
Tanuers,  Owe kuows very well that this style would
be ddiealous applied to & miner thems ; the fact s fult
throughout Gibbow's Mewodrs, where he apparently
eannot unhend from the high historie attitude ; though
evert there, when the theupht i cloguent, the lan-
guage stirs the reader’s Mood by its matehless fitness,
One s awnre, Lo, that the pelysyllabic port of the
Johnzomian diction has been the mock of vengetul gen-
eratious, esenping frow s erushing weight ; yet after
the thinness and pallor of mueh conscious simplivity of
later date, its Latin nifluenee has a dt!('p satizfaetion ;
and though none could ever dream of writing such. a
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style again, yet its nae by Gibhon was part of the in-
spiration with which he wronght his whaole worl, and
gave ks magnitade that Beillwot testome and {homongh
solidity which are even more woudeelul than ils mag-
nitude,

"he ]liaatrn'y aof the Decline and Fall remaing umap-
prosehed e qualities of grest arlistry, boat oot un-
approachalle. It weeds werely au equal genivs in
futire historians, to make every passage of the hmnan
epic ws pobly beauliful.  Ls author woe indelivitely
e than o gentlersan of foetane, though be was also
this, and frankly gloviea in the fact i that Antebiog-
rapliy,® wihose juvoluutary pomps am: now =0 goaint,
(for he protdses that *the style shall be simple aud
fimniliar,") and he enters with velish npon a belef ae-
eonnt of his aoecston whese © ehief honm " was Banm
Say awid Sewle, Loed Higrh 'Uressuver ol Heory the Bixcth,
This nublemanwasz helieaded by the Wentish nsungouts,
anl liis Blood sevms to have sel forever the Tory ting
iu the polities of the Gibbouz,  CGue ainsing forefather
of the histarign, who visited Virginia, Led soch a pas-
sion for Beraldry that it eaesed Lim to gee fu 1l tokons
with which the naked bodies of the mavages were
painted, a proof thas ** hemaldey was gralted notarally

* The story of Gilshon's Tife fe he Timeel! tells i was fired gloen te by
worll by hin feiend, Tasl Shottend, whe clwlol i among tie autber's
Miscellnmenas Works in oan olilion published afler bis death.  He
Bimf left siv skefelien of soveenl poriods of his LUfe: Le wos apparentiy
write satistied with gome of Uhen; they vaded i lorm, and were wnillen
withaut regard o apler of tine,  Lord Sheflicll put them tepether, sera-
puliasly respecting tie texs, swd whese they were toe mengre, beosugp-
plied materind from e sathars goaenesls, snel gl appended the
ke, sirned with an S, im this oditon. e comrpisd Gillon's [0 o
e point st whivh the Memoir lenes it up ta che tine of ke denth, and
he pulidisheid with it & Inrge momber of his letters, tunming in dote from

1734 1o 15455 ke preferyml thas to Lot the sutlior, 23 for a3 poasible, tell
hisown staty,




8 EI'WARD GIBDBON,

into the sense of the homan race ™) sueeeeding Gib-
baons were Toyalists and Jaeobitea ; and the historian
himself, in whom the name was extingnizhed, honored
ils Arditions in his alihorrenese of the Anerican Hebels
and the Freoels Tevolwtionists,

Gillon's ehildhood was sickly, and it was not till
his sixteosth yoear that his health beesme finn enongh
o permit him a cegular eovrse of stdy. Lo the mean
time he had lost Lis mother, the coffeet of whose carly
death upon his father he deseribes mosuch affecting
langrosre, aod Lo remaioed oot eare of & maules
aont.  He had always been wore in her eace than in
that of hig mother, and now she made her helpless
charge very wuch her eompanion aud Teicad, direaing
his Iinglish stndies and watching over his delieate
bealth with all & mother's devetion.  His schooling
had been intesmittent and desoltory, and Le bad Lot o
Dittle Latin amd mo (rreek at the HER when ** Natmre
displayed In his fuvor her nystesdons coergies, and
his disorders * wonderfully vanizhed.™ He was then
taken fronn A sareless and ddle tutor by hie father, and
sueddenly entored st Oxlind, of which suelent univer-
ity the reader will find an awusingly contemptuons ne-
comnt in his Awtobiography.  Though we scholar, he
had always been am emivorsus reader. He ardved
wl Oxfird, as he says, “with a stoek of emdition that
wight have puzeled o doctor, and o degree of igpomaes
of whieh & sehool-boy wonld have Been ashamad,” and
he quitted Magdalen College after fonrteen months,
fthe most idle aod nopreefitable of his whole Nfe,"—
spent noder professors who did ot leeture and tutors
whe did wot teweh, but drowsed away a learned Teisurs
in monkigh sloth and Jueobitish disloyalty,  © Tory
pulitics, persenal anecdotes, and private seandal ¥ were
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the talk with which the fellows of Magdalen College
astomisghsd the ingonuons young geutleman -eommaoner.
Tt was wit uomaturel thet 1o his uneootrolled and ap-
parently nndirceted endeavor e should resolve to write
a Dulz, which happened to be * The Apge of Sesostris,”
el unfinighed if ever begun @ nor was it qu'i_u_h BLrangs
that aueh a yotith should tarn from the bigoted indiffers
ence of his aliwa meter, In spivitaal s, wothe great
mather-church. At any rate, Gibhbon beeswe at seven-
teen an wrdent Catholie, throngh pare furee of his owa
reasoning awd rvaling ; a conversiom which necessarily
regalted i bis leaving Oxfond at ouen, sl in his leing
preseutly gent to Tausanee, i Switzerland, where ho
was plueed by bis ineenaed father in the fiondly of the
Calvinisg Pastion, Pavillivel, His wew faith did nod
Ingr withstand the wize and carefol npprosches of this
exeelleul wan, whe fond his charge exesedingly well-
read inthee comtroversiad liertune of the seliject, and
whi ehose silently to let hivy ponviet himsell of s
Mlogical position alier another, rther than apenly aud
eonstantly to eombat Lim,  Hpon uew premdses, Gib-
L ressoned himeelf ont of Hoouuiso as be Tod vos-
soned himsell futo it Thess changes from faith
fuith may have had semethivg to do with unsettling all
helief in his wind ; but it is not a point npon which he
liimsell tniches, sand he seems to Live re-embraced in
#ll sineerty the Protestuut religion. The Jetters which
tho Pasteur Pavilliaed wrote frous e Lo time eoneern»
ing the progress of his conversion to Gibbon's lther
ure of curiong interest, and palut msuggestive tosehes
not only the wental character of the studious, wou-
seivutious, dutiful Tad, bot that of hiz Ono and geutle
guardian, - They wee glimpses that show them both in
a very pleasing Tight, aud one would fuin kuow more



