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PREFACE.

This treatiso is o revision of the aunthor's Practical Gram-
mar, first published fen years ago.  In the work of revision,
aa in the preparstion of the original freatire, the sver-recur-
ring wants and regoirements of thoe olezzroom have been
kept constantly in viow. Bome mabler of minor importance
hus becn omitted to make roomw for g more extended az well
a8 more ealisfctory ireatment of several cssenlinl sohjects;
a few definitions have been modified, and, 7t 35 believed,
mmprovad in expression and aceuracy; the number of toch-
nical terms to be used in porsing and anslysis has been
chiminished; but the distinguizhing featmres of the treatise
have been preserved,,and its general plan has not bheen
changed in sny important poarticulse.  Nothing has been
omitbed that, in the jodgment of the anthor, ought to be
retained, and nothing has been sdded that Jdid pol seem o
be eszential to cﬂmj_rhc-t.mmm or dosirable 28 an aid to the
stuydent.

Aceuraey and facility in the nse of languape, bolh spoken
and written, are the chief ends to be socured by the study
of grammar. To secure these ends, o thorough acquaintance
with the elements, forms, structure, amd laws of our mother
tongie, is indispensable; and a practical knowledge of these
can be acquired only by patient, persistent exercise in the
analysis and synthesis of syllables, words, and sentences.
The plan of this treatise is in strict accordance with this

educationsl doctrine. The author has endeavored to present
994 (1)
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the suhject in a simple, concise, and perspicuons manner,
pnd to furnizh sueh “wmodels™ for necesssry routine work as
the gtudent may use to the best advantage, He would call
gpecial attention to these “models” and suggest that more
abtention be paid o thoge relating to synithesis than meet
teachers have heretofore thought advisable. He has pur-
pracly avolded the discussion of meres theories; preferring,
rather, a plain, didactic statement or elear indication of his
vwrnr views, capecially om those poinls that snnoy and perplex
both pupil and teacher. Expericmee hae tanght him  that
surh dizenzsions serve only to confuze and discourage the
beginner, and are of questionable niility te the advanced
rtucdent,  Neither the crudition of the temcher nor the cx-
hanstive sompleteness of the textbook used, can compensats
for the lack of intelligent, systemetic @l in the classroom,

The acknowledgments of the suthor sre dus for many
valughle criticisms and enggestions, received {rom a large
nnmber of Lhnughﬂ'u], earmest feachers snd superintendents.
I'or  Lhesge highly-esteemed favors he lenders his grateful
thanks. ITis correspondenis will ses that mosl of Lheir
pdvice has been hecded.

Actnated by a desirs to render the labor r:rf.the clags-
room mors pleasant and effective, by furnishing an atteaclive
means for inatruction in s useful branch of study, the anthor
ventures the hope that this revision will commend iteell to
the favorable notice and consideration of his fellow-teachers

L]
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR.

1. DEFINITIONS,

1. A Word is the sign of an idea.

2. Language ig the expression of thomght by means
of words. It may be cither spolen or written,

spoken Tanguage is the exprossion of ideas by the voise,

Written Langunge 1 the expression ol ideas by the use of
writian o printod clermsiers Topresenting sounds,

3. Grammar treals of the privciples and usages of
language.

4. English Grammar tcaches how to speak and write
the English language correetly.

5. Eoglish Grammar is divided into fonr parts:
Orthography, Elymology, Symiaz, and Prosody.

6i. Orthography treats of elementary sounds, letters,
syllables, and spelling.

7. Etymology treats of the eclassification, derivation,
and properties of words.

8. Syntax treats of the constrouction of sentences.

9. Prosody treats of the quantity of syllables, of

accent, and of the laws of versification.
m



