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PREFACE.

IT has long been my desire to render available for
use in schools and for general readers some portion
of Heine's Reiselililer, and T have gladly availed myseli
of the opportunity afforded by the request of Messrs
Macmillan and Co. that I would contribute to their
series of Foreign Classies, No German prose that |
am acquainted with is at onee so withy, so good in
style, and go attractive in matter. It may be thonght
too hard for the standard of attainment in (German
commonly reached in our schools, but thiz standard,
it must be remembered, s rising year by year ; and at
the present moment, when it is likely that Cambridge
will establizh a Modern Languages Tripos, to he faint-
hearted in enterprise least becomes the teachers who
have long recogmized German as affording at ence the
practical advantages of a Modern Language and the
linguistic training of which Latin and Greek have
been supposed to hold a monopoly.

The present selection eontaing nearly all the Hars
reise and the Novderney, and the best part of the Buclh
Le Grand, together with o few shorter oxtracts from
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i PREFAUE.

the later prose works which ave illustrative of what
precodes,  Mueh more might have been added from
the Ewglische Fragments and the Dedsehdond alone had
space permitted,  Tn the Notes, besides explaining
allusions and diffienltics, T have commented npon the
chief points of Gorman Syntax with reference to
speeial works on the subject, In this portion of the
Notes T fear that T may somelimes have wimed too
high, and sometimes descended too low. It is haed
to msintgan an even standard, but 1 have taken 22 2
sanle My oW n::-::pnﬁﬁnnr:n as a Lemehor, and zel dawn
pust such explavations as [ should have gmiven in oral
leetnring, 1 eonfess that it 32 nof withond ek -
wanil satisfaction that T have pressed the archeenemy
of England and of pedagognes into the, zerviee of
English education, and made him point many @ geam-
matienl morval. The Indrodoction contains o life of
Heine, which seemed indispensable,  Xo handbook of
German Literature gives anyihmg like on adequate
aceount of either ke Iife or his worles, and even special
works are neither numerons nor ensily aceessible to
the ordinary reader. T hope that the few pages hore
devoted to the lite of Heine may, tooether with the
inevitable influence of hisg ewn words, aronse sufficient
inderest to make the student desire ampler informa-
tion,  If so, he will find i in Stigand’s Life, Wk,
aned Tpindong of Hetneich Heing, published in 1875, 1
have found it very useful, and have here and there
maidle short extracts from it, which are acknowledged
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as they ocent. At the same time, it iz only right
to =ay that the best portion of it s taken from
Strodtmann’s Heinrich fetne's Loben wnd Werke, anl
that Mr. Stigand's cwn pages only too often justify
the complaint made againat his work, in Moeyer's Con-
pevstions-Lerikon, that it is vather a diafribe against
the Germans than a hingraphy of Heine.  Strodi-
mann’s work mentioned above Is full, and in most
respeets admivable ; of especial value wre the criti-
cismz on [Temne,. quobed b leagith from eonlomporary
writers, criticisma which wo far Lo make ong helieve
that German Litevature had by no meanz sunk =0
low as Heine asscrted.  Alfred Mossner, a friend of
Heine's, has left us & voluwme of Erieserunger, clostly
valuable for the Ludtzr pard of Heiong's life, and thoro
8 little ook Sowesiirs de In Mie Fatime de Henr
Heing, written by his niece, the Princesse de la Hoees,
which is interesting and evidently sincere, though its
critical and literary value 1z sinall,  Eopglish readers
probahly alveady kwow by, Matthew Arnoldz cssay
on Heine in the Fesays dn Citicism.  LThere spems to
me to lurk in it, amidst mueh that is excellent, 4 note
of condesconsion which goes far to spoil the whole
[f it is @0, the benutiful pocm called Helnsds (rave, of
which a few lines stand at the head of thiz velume,
forma a worthy palinede.  Lord Houghton's essay on
Heine in hia Menographs only requires to be known to
be apprectated. 16 deals choetty with the period of
Heine's life in Paris, where the anthor made his ae
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quaintance, The French tranelation of the Resebilder,
exeented by Heine himseli in 1231, has here and there
been very useful. Thers g aleo an Lnglish transla-
tion, pablished in America by My, Leland, which is
stranrely inaccurnte in its renderings, and nadeguato
even when eorrect,  Far different both in style and
pecuracy are the excellent versione in Snodgrass's
Heine's Wil Wisgdom, asd Pafhas, of which it is diffi,
cult to apeak too highly, The Preface by Théophile
fGrandier fo the French adition of Heme's works
published by Michel Lévy Freres 1o 1877, concludes
the list of works which T have consalted, (Of trans
lntions of llcine's Hongs it seems uaeless Lo speak
hote,  Those whe are likely 40 road this volume will
he guffisfently advanced in Gormuan to rewd the Bued
der Tieder i the origioal, and those who know the
original best will eare least for even the mosl. sneeess-
ful translations,

Harnow, Adprid 1883,



