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INTRODUCTION.

———

Ever since, in 1882, German was added as a course of
study to the high school curriculum of this city, the so-
called Natural Method has been and is still used, with
(since 1585) DBernhardi-Boisen's ,Deutided Sprad: unb
Qefebuch” as texthook. In that book only the essential
and most puzzling features of German grammar are intro-
duced, and that, too, without being arranged according to
the traditional principles of seientific grammar, but with
sole reference to the immediate needs of the average
beginner. They consist in inferences or econclueions
arrived at by observing and comparing the saxpressions in
the object lessome which form the nucleus of the whole
system and the center of all instruction.

In the Washington high schools this plan has proved a
decided success, and, judging from the fact that the Sprad-
unb Pefebud) within these twelve years has reached its
thirty-fifth edition, it would seem that elsewhere, too, this
honest attempt to found linguistic study upon the laws of
mind has met with the approval of both teachers and
students of German.

Already, at an early date, these gratifying results led the
anthor of the present velume to conceive the idea of found-
ing a preparatory course in German composition wpon a
similar rational method. An opportunity, however, for
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experimenting in this line waa not offered before 1888,
when apecial academic classes were organized, which, in the
last two years of their quadrenuial course, had to study
German with the view of being fitted for colleges or scien-
tific achoola.

The author, when assuming charge of two of these classes
in the central school, examined half a dozen or more couraes
in German composition ; but, not being able to find in the
market s book corresponding to his ideas of a guidebook
for his classes, he waa compelled to arrange for bimself
guch a manual as he deemed best fitted for his particalar
wanta. Thus, after the Sprads und Jefebud) had been used
exclusively for about six months, one of the five weekly
recitations allotted to German was set aside for composition
work. Once a week a short narrative, conapicuouns for
interesting contents as well ag for beauty and clearness of
langusge, was dictated to the pupils, who were given a
whole week to make themselves thoroughly familiar with
its contents, vocabulary, and phraseology. The next recita-
tion would then be devoted partly to the deduction of
grammatical principles from the narrative, and partly to
the application of these gbservations te composition and
conversation ; in other words, to & written and oral test of
the thoroughness with - which the students had made the
matter their own, Hach lesson was terminated by a drill
on the words contsined in the narrative, and an entry,
into the notebook of each student, of the proper rules given
by the teacher in the phraseclogy of Joynes-Meissner's
grammar. '

In spite of all the drudgery to which, for want of & text-
book, teacher and pupils were subjected, the plan as a
whole worked so well and the results were so encouraging
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that year after year it was taken up anew with only slight
innovetions and improvements. At last, in 1896, before
retiring from active teaching, after' a twenty-slx years'
axperience in German and American schools, the author,
being eonvinoed that his eourse in (erman had besn suffi-
ciently testsd in the class-room ms to its practicability and
usefulness, made up his mind to give it book form in order
to make it acoessible to teachers who, laboring under such
difficnlties as he himself had once engountered, might per
haps weloome a work of aueh scope and purpose. This
i8, in its main features, the history of the present volume,
which i& herewith offered to teachers and students of
German and to the public at large.

Of the reading matter at the dispoasl of the author,
thirty-two pieces have been aelected for this volume as the
groundwork for just a8 many lessons, which the author
thinks can be thoroughly studied in one school year of
thirty-six weeks, allowing one reeitation at the end of each
quarter for reviewing, sight reading, or extempore writing.
" The @ermon selections include narrative, eplistolary,
deseriptive, and easy essay styles, and, being carefully
graded, they risa from the light and pleasing mystery of
the nursery tale to the sober disquisition of the ecientific
theprem. For this reason, and sinoe ne two of these selse-
tione have come from the pen of the same writer, they
naturally differ greatly in regard to diction and phrase-
ology, a feature not to be underrated in a book purporting
to serve as an introdnction to composition work.

Agp to the srrangement of the grammatical material,
method has been derised oonsistent with the author’s experi-
ence and the latest state of educational seience. We know
now that grammer in the abetract does not appeal to the



