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PREFACE.

Tue contents of this little book ara designed to en-
large man's views concerning the political and ecclesi-
astical condition of onr country, and to point out, or at
least to suggest, the paths of reform which the true
Harmonial Man should tread. We stand at the opposite
extreme of Catholicism; regarding all intervening or-
gunizations as pillars supporting the arched &rédge con-
necting the Old with the New World,

A large proportion of this book is devoted to a eon-
sideration of scientific theigs which concern man’s so-
cial and persounal happiness, and to a class of eugges-
tions whereby certain meteoric laws may be made to
subserve the physical development of the race. It ia
earnestly hoped that in these considerations, and the
pages sneceeding, the reader may find foed for Thought,
and feel henceforth strengthened, and inwardly dis-
posed to become, as nearly as possible, & Tlarmonial
Man,
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HOW SHALL WE DMPROVE MANKIND1

Tams world is & theatre of inceseant action ; the ecenes
change perpetually; the actors come and go like an-
tumnal clonds ; and the parts which they perform are
eomic or serious, dramatic or tragie, invariably, in
accordance with the moral eculture and external eir-
enmstances of the actors.

I am impressed to affirm that every man has a part
of his own to perform, assigned to him by the Supernal
Soul of Nature—a part in which he ¢an only excel,
be happy, and become favorably distingnished. This
“natural part” is stamped upon the entire constitution
of the man ; slumbers in his bones ; lives in his moscles;
breathes in each element; ripplea through each vein
and artery to their fountain-head ; mounts to his Lrain,
—to the throne of his crganism—-becomes, there, the
radiant geniue of his nature, the prime minister of his
attractions, the sovereign of his life. 7%ds natural
character is the ondy character a man can sustain with
happiness to himself, or heneflt to others.

The trouble of the world is, that man is not permitted
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to act lis nature ont—to live in sccordance with the
attraztions which God has given him., And what fol-
lows? This: Inasmuch as action of some kivd is em-
phatically dernanded as essential to lris mental happiness
and physical existence, therefore he is compelled to as-
sume B false character—is forced to take a part nof
naturally hie own; and forthwith there issnes from
that misdirected man, a8 with a studied duoplieity he
performs before the world, a Zegion of discords and in-
congruities, at times 6o unexpected and diabolical, as to
suggest the existence of a certain nocturnal being, the
Devil; who, it is by many beliaved, ean be kept at a
respectful distance only by establishing theological fort-
resses, and the maintenance of a standing army of well-
paid and well-edacated clergymen! (Bo loug as this
army is well-circumstanced, so long will there continue
to be plenty of volunteers.) Tha Devil iz a symbol
suggested and entirely wanufactured by the abounding
discords and hypoerieies which proceed, nof ont of the
asserted depravity and blackness of the human heart—
the organ of love; but, on the contrary, out of human
ignorancve-—out of the defbcts and defbrmities of hu-
man society, into which the individual at birth is ugh-
ered, without any “consent™ on his part or reasonable
preparation | Yon inquire, * Who made soclety?™ I
reply, It is made by man ! For, manifestly, society re-
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gults from a multiplication and association of the hnman
type. Apain, yon ask, * If man made society, and so
ciety i replete with discords and wickedness, is not man
the source thereof ! Is vot man the cause, and society
the ¢ffert #7 T anawer, that, viewed superficially and
from “ appearances,” as most minds inspect all problems,
this question secms to furnish the only plain and reason-
able answer which can be given toit: it seems to say,
in accordance with the law of natural inference, that
man is the source of discord and the author of wrong.
And the remedy appears to be, that man, individually
and of his own free-will, munat be miraculously “ changed
at heart " and supernaturally expnrgated, before we can
reasonably expect any higher or happier eocial constroe-
tion. I eay, all this seeris #0 de sound reasoning; and
the chureh has nuiformly adopted it.

I have alluded to the® Deril ” as the noctnrnal being
upon whose broad shonlders the Christian clergy lay
the erigin of all human evil and misdirection. Now I
do not wish to préejudics you aguinst this hypothetical
personage without good and incentrovertible reagons.
I know how necessary this mythologie “individnal " is
to the preachiug profession. e 1s the man of straw in
chancery—the patron of the priesthood—and 1 may
add, trathfully, the chief cause of muoeh intellectual
blindness und popular sectacianism! It is for these



