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PREFACE.

—

S0 much has been written on the life
and works of Burns, that it may well
seem to most readers as if no more
remains to be said. It is not for the
purpose of adding any new facts,
hitherto unknown to the biographers,
that the few papges following have
been written, but to clear away certain
fabulous legends which have sprung
up in connection with the great poet.

The writer pretends to no advan.
tage over other authors for this pur-
pose, except the very important one
of having enjoyed many years of the
most loving intimacy with some of
the immediate descendants of one of

the characters described by Burns, as
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well as with other relatives and friends
of the same person—all of whom
knew him intimately. The generation
who had the privilege of knowing
personally the venerable Dr. Dal-
rymple, and who were also acquainted
with his colleague, Dr. MacGill, has
passed away, and we now possess only
tradition., But the tradition derived
immediately from those who lived
through the time has still a value, and
when another generation has gone it
may be lost.

It seemed, therefore, a duty incum-
bent on one whoe knows the truth
from the most trustworthy informa-
tion to relate the simple facts. All
students of history know well how
facts connected with remarkable men
become distorted and changed by
passing from mouth to mouth, and
even by degrees begin to be mixed
up with fable, so that with much
laborious examination of old docu.
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ments, it is still difficult to arrive at a
truthful estimate of historical char.
acters.

Such men are often led by innate
force of character to act a part in life
which brings them enemies as well as
friends and admirers ; the former
finding out and exaggerating all
faults, and too willing to listen to all
evil reports; the latter often too
willing to hide or extenuate all fail-
ings. In this way, after the lapse of
centuries, dust and rubbish gather
round a great man's history, as they
have around the wonderful statues
and temples of Greece and Rome.

We are only one century removed
from the days when Buras first became
famous, yet even in that time gross
falsehoods had already arisen in con-
nection with his history, which, instead
of being in recent days corrected or
dropped, have been repeated even with
exaggeration. It was this which made
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the writer feel that she owed a duty,
not only to the memory of others justly
entitled to respect, but alse to that of
the great poet who, erring as he was,
has been much misunderstood..

No desire has been felt to conceal
or disguise the sad errors of the poet,
evenn had it been possible to do so.
Truth alone has been the aim of the
present writing.

This is enough in the way of ex-
planation ; the motive of writing will
be still more clear to anyone who
is willing to take the trouble to read
the following pages.
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