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PREFACE,
i

Tris book is my own enterprise, and has been in
nowise adopted or patronized by the man whose life
and character I have tried to portray.

It differs chiefly from the Mographies already belore
the public, in the large vse made of original letters,
diaries, note-books and scrap-books placed at my dis-
posal without restriction aod without instrection. In
this use I have been guided solely by my own sense of
fitness and wy respect for the just limits of personality,
on which I hope not to have trenched, thoogh T might
have printed every word of Lis, amd ouly the more com-
mended Ratherford B. Hayes to the honor and affec-
tion of the people.

Written within four wecks aiter the material camea
to my hand, the book has, I know, very mony faults of
haste ; but it was pot in the powsr of any writer, how-
ever hurried or feeble, wholly to chseure the interest of
that material; and whatever is the result of the political
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contest, I cannot thiek that people will guickly forget
the story of a life so true and high. _

I wish distinetly to say that General Hayes is re-
gponsible for no comment or comitroction of mine upon
any word or act of bis; and whatever is ambitious, or
artificial, or unwise in my bhook is doubly my misfor-
tune, for it is altogether false to him.

W. D, HOWELLS.
CAMBRIDGE, September 7, 1876,
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