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EXTRACT FROM THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE FPRINCE COXNS0RT FPRIZE

“There shall be established in the University
a prize, called the *Prince Consort Prize, to be
awarded for dissertations invelving original historical
research,”

“The prize shall be open to mewmbers of the
University whao, at the time when their dizssertations
are sent in, kave been admitted to a degree, and are
of not more than four years' standing from admission
to their first degree.”

“Those dissertations which the adjudicators
declare to be deserving of publicalion shall be
published by the University, singly or in combi-
nation, in an uniform series, at the expense of
the fund, uvuder such conditions as the Syndics
of the University Press shall from time to time
determine.”



INTRODUCTION,

AN attempt has been made in this Essay to
present in detail and in order all the valuable infor-
mation extant as to the life and work of Thomas of
London up to his consceration, It is a period of his
career which has not reccived as thorough a treat-
ment as 1t deserves at the hands of the wmodern
historian. The archbishop has robbed the chancellor
of his due. The wterest taken i the life of Thomas
has centred naturally in the conflict between the
primate and the king, and tho story of his carlier
services in Church and statc has been sketched in
brief outline, except where the contemporary bio-
graphers expatiaste on a signal instanee of his
grandeur, or elze it has been viewed too exclusively
in the light of a sympathy or antipathy arising from
a prior estimate of his subsequent position. It is
only sixteen years siuce the late Regius Professor of
Modern History at Oxford in his eontroversy with
Mr Froude appealed in the pages of the Contem-
porary Rewiew for justice to the chancellor, and
claimed a fuller investigation for his chancellorship.
Much has been done since then in that direction, by
Miss Norgate, for instance, in her Magland wnder the



viii ISTRODUCTION,

Angevin Kings, in which the figure of Thomas the
chancellor stands out boldly in the historieal fore-
ground of Henry Il's reign. But no monegraph
has yet appeared in response to Prof. Freeman's
appeal. A second eall has now come from the sister
Tniversity in the list of optional subjects for the
Prince Consort Dissertation of 1804 ; and this Essay
15 an answer to the call. Tt 1= an attempt to rescue
the carlier half of the career of Thomas of London
from its position of sccondary importance and give
it a chance of speaking for itself.

1t is difficult to be original in places where mnch
of the ground has been covered so often already, but
the attempt has been made, and, it is hoped, not
without success. The subject-matter has boen in-
creased by the addition, from various sources, of
fresh facts which are not found eolleeted fogether in
any cxisting account of Thomas' life. They will no
doubt be recognised as they oceur, ez, in the details
of Thomas' educatipn, his ecclesinstical services as
clerk to Theobald, and his judicial and financial
work as chanecellor, There was an obvions opening
for originality in the method of arrangoment, and it
has boen utilised, especially in the history of Thomas'
chancellorship. This epoch in his life seemed to
fall most conveniently under the different heads of
military and diplomatic affairs abroad and judicial
and financial administration at home, the question
of his ecclesiastical policy coming last as an appro-
priate introduction to the elimax —his promotion to
the primacy. This arrangement of course has iis
defects. The line cannot always be drawn sharply.



