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PREFACE.

Tus book appeals to the patriotie sentimenta of
all classes of readers. In its pages will be found
those words of burning eloquence which lighted the
fives of the American Revolution, stirring the hearts
of our fathers to do battle for our independence ;
the words of wisdom which bronght our ship of state
safely through the storms of strife into the calme of
peace, and all of the most important speeches and
proclamations of onr statesmen which gunided our
country during critical periods of our political life,
It iz & book of our country as a whole; all must
read it with emotions of gratitude and pride at the
grandeur and stability of our institutions as exempli-
fied by the eloquent words of the etatesmen and
leading spirits of the great Republic.

First in its pages, appropriately, will be fonnd
the © Declaration of Independence,” the great corner



¥i FREFACE.

stone of Amerfean liberty; and as a fitting close,
one of our most distinguished historians has fur-
nizhed s * Ilistory of the Flag,"—the Flag of the
Union, the sacred emblem around which are clus-
tered the memorics of the thousand: of heroes who
have strnggled to snstain it untarnizhed against both
foreign and dowestie fues. To the Declaration of
Independence, Constitution of the United States,
and Wazhington’s Farewell Address—trnly * Key
Notes te American Lilerty "—liuve been added
many important proclumations aud  eongressionsl
acts of a later day, namelv: DPresident Juckson's
fumons Nullification Proclanation to South Caro-
lina, The Monroe Doctrine, Dred Beott Decizion,
Nentrality laws, with numeron: docnments, state
papers and statistical matter srowing ont of the late
TRebellion ; all of which will Le read with new and
ever irereasing interest,  And az long az oor
Repullic endures, theze pares will be cherishied as
the representative of all that is great and goed in
onr country ; and will prove incentives to onr chil-
dren to fullow in the footsteps of the patriots by
whosa genins and valor our institntions have been
cherizhied and preserved, und liberty, like water
made to ran threughout the land free to all,
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Fep-Fotes of Amevican Liberty.

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

Ix Coxcress, July 4, 1776,
By the Bepresentatives of Pie Unlted Sales, b Congress aspemblod.

A DECLARATION.

Waex, in the course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bunds which have connected them with another, and
to assume among the powers of the carth the separate
and equal station to which the laws of nature and of
nature’s God entitle them, a decent vespect for the
opinions of mankind requires that they shonld declare
the canses which impel them to the separation.
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