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CHAPTER III
NEW YORK UNDER THE ENGLISH

RicHARD NicoLrLs, the first English governor of
New York, began his duties by settling the
boundaries of his province., It was a work full
of trouble and vexation. As early as 1623 the
whole of Long Island had been granted to the earl
of Stirling. Connecticut also claimed and occu-
pied all that part of the island included in the
present county of Suffolk. Against both of these
claimants the patent of the duke of York was now
to be enforced by his deputy Nicolls. The claim
of Stirling was fairly purchased by the governor,
but the pretensions of Connecticut were arbitrarily
set aside. This action was the source of so much
discontent that the duke was constrained to com-
pensate Connecticut by making a favorable change
in her southwest boundary-line. :

Two months before the conguest of New Neth-
erland by the English, the irregular territory be-
tween the Hudson and the Delaware, as far north
as a point on the latter river in the latitude of
forty-one degrees and forty minutes, was granted
to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret. This
district, corresponding, except on the northern
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boundary, with the present State of New Jersey,
was now wrested from the jurisdiction of New
York, and a separate government established by
the proprietors. The country below the Dela.
ware, until recently called New Sweden, but now
named The Territories, was consclidated with New
York and ruled by deputies appointed by the gov-
ernors of that province. Finzlly, the new name
conferred by Nicolls on his capital was extended
to all the country formerly called New Nether-
land.

In 1667, Nicolls was superseded by Lovelace.
With less ability and generosity than his prede-
cessor, he proved a greater tyrant. The bad prin-
ciples of the systern established by the duke of
York were now fully developed. %’h: people be-
came dissatished and gloomy. Protests against
the government and petitions for redress were
constantly presented, and constantly rejected with
contempt, ‘‘If there is any more murmuring
against the taxes, make them so heavy that the
people can do nothing but think how to pay
them," said Lovelace in his instructions to his
deputy. The Dutch and the English colonists
were 2lways friends. Not once in the whole his-
tory of the country did they lift the sword against
each other. Even while England and Holland
were at war, as they were in 1652-¢4, the Ameri.
can subjects of the two nations remained at peace.
Another war followed that act of violence by
which, in 1664, the duke of York possessed him-
self of New Netherland; but the conflict did not




