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THE LUXURY OF CHILDREN

T nox'T know of anv aspect m wlhich Earth
appoars to belter advantage than as o play-
ground Tor stall children,  They ke, liter-
allv, “down to the grouwd.” aud they ave
willing to Loke i just as it s 1 improve-
menis e theown in, so mueh the Detter, by
thev are not great sticklers for improvements.
They like fences Decnuse they ave mood o
climb; they ke 10 have the grass cat some-

times, hecause haveocks are good o tumble
owver: they like owers, bt very simple ow-
ers will answer very welly they like the sea-
gshore—sanil, sen-weed, starfish, shells, =arf,
still water—but all they ask is that it shall
be accessible,  They don't insist on having
stvle aml socicty thrown in.. They beat most

of us grown-ups in adaptability —n takmy
I




THE LUXURY OF CHILDREN

what they et get and making the most of
it.  Their expericnce is 8o Bmited that they
are nob oriticil, ol their megginations are
a0 active that @ very moderate material bhasis
rives them all the foumndation they need for
ferir-land.

They have the advantage of their elders
m that the real businesz of lite with them s
plav. The time they devede Lo il does not
Bave o be saved up from working - hoyrs
They have all the time there is Tor play ex-
cepl. whiat 15 ueeded [or eating, which is a
tleasant exercise: {or sleeping, which also hns
its attractive points; and for getting washed
anil dlressed Trom time to time, which 18 en-
durable if kept within reasonable limits,  And
whent they play heartily and cheerlully. they
e doing well their shire of the business of
lile.

Most children ke Nowers, but some chil-
dren Tove them, 1o was one of the meritsol a
chikl | koow. when she was still o very little
airl, thal she loved Aowers as unaffeciedly as
any grown -up person with o garden,  She




