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@ intended for the Young, this work
@T‘Bﬂh of Volcanoes only in & popular way.
Seientific details and philosophical specu-

lations are accordingly avoided. Nevertheless, & per-
usal of the following pages may so stimulate the
curiosity of youthful minds, that some, on attaining
to riper years and more matore understanding, may
ba inepired with a longing to inquire more deeply
into this interesting subject. They msay be stimu-
lated to investigats, in & philosophicsl spirit, all
the marvellous facte and phenomena conmected with
voleanic agency, and to speculate on their causes
and modes of operation. Some also, on resching
their manhood, may be induced to sscend ome or
more of the nearer sctive volcanoes, and examine
their phenomena for themselves. The facilitiea of
travel are now &0 great, thet a visit to Vesovius or
Etns is no longer bayond the limita of & holiday
trip. Even the more remots Hecla with the playful



T v Preface.

Geysers may be reached within a reasonable time.
Perhapr a very few, who are now scientific travellers
in embryo, may call o remembrance what they may
have tead in these pages, when, many years hence,
they may ha ¢limbing the cone of Cotepaxi, or peer-
ing into the crater of Kilauea.

Apart from thesa considerations, a perusal of this
work may enable the young mind to form a more
lively idea of the tremendoua enerpy of the forcea
which are imprisoned in the bowels of the esrth.
Buch & vivid coneeption will naturally lead to a
higher appreciation of the wisdom and power of Him
who guidés the operation of thoss forees by his laws,
and has et bounds to their activity which they
cannot oVeTrpass.
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