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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

T is not easy to produce a satisfactory edition of a work
which has come down to us in a single document, especially
when the document itself is late in date, and represents not the
original text, but a version of the same, made by some unknown
hand, Obscurities are sure to exist in a text so scantily attested

" and of such an uncertain tradition. In spite, however, of these

inherent difficulties, I hope that the translation and editing of
these new Odes of Selomon (with their associated and already
known Pralms of Solemon) will be satisfactory ; for, although
late in date, the text is very well preserved, and the translation
from the Greek into the Syriac appears to have been carefully
and conscientiously made. If we could come across some more
traces of the newly-recovered work in the writings of the Fathers,
or if, by good hap, we might find the lost Latin or a copy of
the original Greek, much that is obscure in our presentation of
the Odes would disappear. Meanwhile we have done our best
with the material as we found it and as we were able to reinforce
it: our thanks are due to scholarly friends who have assisted us
with their keen revising eyes or their nimble emendating brains.
My learned lady friends Mrs Lewis and Mrs Gibson have given
me much assistance with the proofs: Mr Glover has criticised
obscure passages and inadequate arguments: and Professor
Nestle has made some brilliant suggestions for the betterment of
the text, and traces of his skilled hand may be seen at several
points, of which I note especially Ode 7. 12, Ode 38. 14, Ps. v. 16,
Ps. vii, 4, and Ps, xvii. 31, [ think it is very likely that a skilled
Coptic scholar could also do something to improve either the
text or the translation in those Odes which have been transferred
to the text of the Prstis Sophia.

RENDEL HARRIS

CHETWYND
SELLY OAK
Octoder 1909



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

HE first edition of this book having been exhausted sooner

than [ had anticipated, I have decided not to dclay the

]quduction of a new edition, which should, as far as possible,

remove the errors of the former, and incorporate the results of

the searching criticism to which the Odes and the manner of
their presentation have been subjected.

In response to a number of appeals, I have added a facsimile
of the unique manuscript from which I have worked, Then, as
far as conviction ruled, I have accepted a number of textual
betterments from scholars in England, France and Germany.
In the case of the Psalms of Selomon, I have added the readings
of the curious fragment of these Psalms, preserved in a MS. in
the Cambridge University Library, to which Dr Barnes has
drawn attention. In the case of the Odes, the text and the
translation and the theories connected therewith have been
compared with those of Harnack-Flemming, Zahn, Ungnad-
Stirk, Batiffol-Labourt, Barnes, Bernard, Diettrich, Charles,
Clemen, Gunkel, Haussleiter, Mead, Menzies, Nestle, Schulthess,
Spitta and others, As the range of interpretation is very wide,
and critical consent still seems to be somewhat remote, I have
added a new section to review the work done on the Odes by
the scholars referred to, and to give some estimate of its value
in the most important cases. With these corrections and ex-
pansions I hope the second edition will be as welcome as and
not less useful than the first,

RENDEL HARRIS

SeLLy Oax
February 1911



