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Celebration by the New York Hiftorical Society,

May 20, 1863, oF THE

TWO HUNDREDTH BIRTH DAY
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WHO

INTROGDUCED THE ART OF PRINTING INTO THE MIDDLE
COLONIES OF BRITISH AMERICA.

BY
JOHN WILLIAM WALLACE
OF PHILADELFHLA.

Publied, with an Intrsdullory Note, in Purfuance of a Refolution of the
New Tork Hifiorical Society,

FARTE OMITTED [N THI DELIVERY BEING NOW INERRTED,
“So that herein T may but be ferviceable to the Troth and the Friends thereof,™

Wirtrasi Beaororp,

 The ficft of the firt month 1637."

ALBANY, N. Y.:
J. MUNSELL, 78 STATE STREET.
1863.



TO THE MEMODRY OF
THE HONOURABLE LUTHER BRADISH, ESQUIRE, LL. D.,
Lipurenant Goversovr oF THE STate o New Yo, _
FRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
FRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN EIBLE SOCIETY,
A frequent Delegate to Conventions of
‘THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
THE IN§CRIPTION OF THIF ADDRISS

Commemgrative of the Firft Printer of the Middle Colonies of Britith Amevica ;

Whofe name waa long connetted with the carty hiftory of New York ;

Who firft om this Hemifphere propofid to print the I-inl;Sqiyl.‘i-‘uhEhg!.iﬁ
And o sccompany them by the Book of Comman Prayer,

OF RIGHT 1S DUE,

DELITERED 0N AN OCCAtION WHICH HE ASMSTED TO ORIGINMATE, AND WHICH AR

N ITS FREMDING OFFICER,

HIS DIGNITY AND GRACE MADE IMPRESSIVE AND DELIGHTFUL,
It is now, fince his death,
MOURNFULLY AND WITH SENTIMENTS OF GRATEFUL RECOLLECTION

DEDICATED TO HIS NAME AND HONOUR.

FHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER, 1863,






INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

jjﬂk many years paft the idea had been
cnterrained by members of the New York

. Hiftorical Society that fome public com-
memaoration fhould be made in this State of the charac-
ter and fervices of Witiiam Braprorp, by whom the
Art of Printing had been introduced into New York,
and indeed into the Middle Colonics of Briafh America generally. Linle
was known by the pyblick at large of his Life ; but every incident which had
come down to us, ferved to reveal a charafter of much more than common
accomplithment and firength.  Yer the name of this remarkable perfon,
while indeed it could never be forgotten, feemed, for a time, deftined to be-
come a matter of dim mdiﬁonu:rremrd; and in mlheroenmrymighlhe
ftill further loft to the pablick knowledge and regard. T'us Bravrosp Crus,
eftablifhed in this city a few years ago, by a fmall Aflociation of rafteful
and opulent lovers of literarure, was the firft indication that the people of
this grest Metropolis were not ynmindful of the bleflings which, through
Bradford’s efforts, the Art of Printing had beftowed upon us; bleflings,
indeed, like other gifts of a benignant Providence, not always rightly en-
joyed; often indeed abufed ; fometimes even, through our own paffions
and depravity, wrned into calamities themfelves ; but bleffings not the lef,
if ufed as the author of them defigned that they (houid be, to the improve-

ment of our minds and edification of our hearts,

There feemed too, indeed, in our very obligations to the National Fame,
to be fomething of a publick kind due from the body which, in this great
city of New York, reprefented more efpecially the Hiltorieal inftinéts
and dutics of the Country.  While it has been truly obferved that either




2 Introductory Note.

perfomal or national vanity may become bloated on the contempt and
ridicale of the reft of the world, it had been remarked at the fame tme
that an honourable felf-dependence, 2 manly felf-reliance, can be infpired
in no way fo well as by contemplating as external to ourfelves, the mono-
ments of one’s own charafter and abilities, * Our country in its origin
¢ was little clie than a concourfe of individual perfons, aggregated but not
“ affociated, and of companies cluftered but not combined, Gradoally
* this duit and powder of individuality had tended to an orgenizarion; &
* definite principle of socisl life had been evolved.  CharaBerifticks of a
“ Mational Exiftence have been perecived, and have decpened and muld-
* plied as time has gone on.  In every thing the dead-reckoning, which
“ carried forward the old wifdom into the new region had failed, and
* new oblervations have required to be taken. A thoufand tokems ia
o every r_hing from which we could pmsnaﬂ‘iﬂne, mmde it manifelt thata
“ {pirit indigenous and fclf-vital, inhabits our country ; & fpiit of power,
“ fpfa fuwis pollens opibus” We have an American Litcratare. Why
fhould we not have an American Bibliography ? An American Biblio-
graphy did in faft already exift; and in the very city of New York, the
iffues of Daye"s, or of Green's, or of the cldeft Bradford's Prafs, have, ever
fince the inftittion of the Bradford Club, commanded better prices than
a good Aldus, or 2 good Stcphens, or even than 2 good Caxzton itfelf
would command in any city of the world. No Bradford was now feen
that was net inftanty parchafed, collated, waihed, bound with clepance,
and treafurcd with care,

Publick attention had alfo been frequently called of late to the decaying
ftate of Bradford’s tomb-fionc in the grave-yard of Trinity Church; a
memorial well enough in it time, bur erefted in the day of our {mall
things, decayed by the lapie of more than 2 hundred years, and injored
nat very long ago by accidents ocearring in the building of the prefent
Church. Nobles and men of wealth in London, difplaying their mfie
and liberality through the incorporation of The Roxburgh Club, had
placed within St. Margaree's Chapel at Weftminfter, where Caxton reared
his Prefs, an cnduring recerd of their grateful recolleftion,  * Why fhall
“ not we"—uwas the fecling of many gentlemen in New York, not lefs noble,
we may hope, in all that conftittes the true nobility of man, ©the graces
of anereét and manly {pirit’— do the fame honour to ourfelves and Brad-
“ ford * Trinity, herfelf, it was obferved, had not been backward in raifing
tributes to her worthy children in whatever {phere of uftfulnefs they have
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difcharged their duties to their God and man. And no more weleome
fight, as many had obferved, could greer the frae Republican than the
cenotaph which fhe had ercfted to Tmomas Swomps, Bookfeller and
Publither of our own cil:'y, within thofe fame, her confecrated walls, where
fhe honours the integrity and learning and judgment of Richard Harrifon ;
the genius and patriotifm and fatesmanthip of Hamilon, the exalied piety
of Hobart himf{elf.

It was under feclings and impreflions of this kind, that at & fated meet-
ing of the New York Hiftorical Society, held December znd, 186z, Mr.
G. H. Moore introduced for confideration, the fubjett of a * Peddick
“ Commemeration of the Birth-Duy of William Bradfird o its Tewo bun-
 dredel Amniverfary in the year 1863 ;" and that the matter—very favour-
ably received atits firlt foggeftion by the Body—was referred o the
Executive Committee for further aftion. This Commitice having with
ardour and unanimity agreed in the propricty of foch a Celcbration, arrange-
ments were undertaken to have the event commemorated with becoming
effeft and dignity, It was underfiood that Mr. Verplanck, alike one
of the moft refpefied and venerable members of Trinity Church
Vefiry, and of the Hiftorieal Society of Mew York, had introduced
the fubjeét of a more enduting Memorial over Bradford’s greve to the
Corporation of the Church jalt named ; and that this matter, with = pro-
per Religious Office, would cngage the attention of that Body. The neat
matter was the fubjedt of an Addrefs ; a fulject which oceupied the moft
aftive intereft of the Committee. The office, to whomioever intrufted,
was one of o flight diffieulry. It feemed defirsble, as Bradford had £rft
eftablifhed the Prefs in Pennfylvania, and was the founder there of that
long line of Printers, who in the language of one of the Patriots of 1776,
had * univerfally diftinguithed themfelves by devoting the Prefs w the pre-
** fervation and extenfion of the liberties of their country,” that the Orator
of the Occafion fhould be fome gentieman of Pennfylvania.

The following correfpondence now accordingly took place.

Limzasy or o3 New Yoze Hrromicar Seciery,
New Youx Crry, Freavaey 28Tn, 1863, E

To Joun Wittias Warrace, Effuire,
Philadelphia, Pennfylvania ;
Sir—The New York Hiftorical Society having refolved to Commemorate by fuit-
able aéts and proceedings the Birch-Day of William Bradford {our firft Princer, and
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who introduced the Artinto the Middle Colonies generally), oa its T Husdwih
Anniverfiry May aoth, 1863, we have the bonour to invite you, on bekalf of the
Society, to deliver the Addrefi on that oceation,

Your intereft in this fubje as 3 Delcendant of Bradlord, whole memory they
propufe to honour, and a citisen of Philadelphis, where be was the firft to praticr te
Azt of Asta, Induser w te hope that you will gratify the Secicty by accrpting the B-

vitation. We have the honor to be, &2,
L. Baaoums, Jorn Romeyn Broowzan,
Geo, Forion, Groxos BawcaorT,
Gxo. Brucs, Anoesw Wazwzs,
J. Canson Brxvoorr, G, C. Vearvawce,
Gro, H. Moorr, Avaorres ScaLr,

Wi, Manziz.
The Committee were in due time gratified by Mr. Wallace’s favourable

reply.
728 Srevce 51., Prnnapzirmis, Masce 1ath, 1863,

Qentlemen—1 am obliged by the invitation with which you honowr me.

1 sannot ket fecl, in louking ac fuch names as are {ubferibed to it, that there an
not 2 few gentlemen in your vwn Sociery far better qualified then I can poffibly be,
to addrefa that budy on the interelting anniverfary which you propofz to celebrate,

My high refpe®, however, for the Hiftorical Society of New York, and for the
eminent gentlemen who on this occafion are its organs, will not aliow me ro decline
a with of cheirs fo conveyed. And 1 accepe, even with confcioufnefs of inahility to
diftharge e as I could with, an office to which, in a manner equally fartering to my-
felf and to the city In which fome cvents in Bradford's carlier career took place, you
bave been good enough to invite me.

1 have the honour to be, gentlemen,
With perfeft truth, your fithfol fervant,
J- W. WALLACE.
To the Honourable Lutaes Baaous, Grorce Forsom, Gro. Baves, J. Canson Brz-
voorT, Gro. H. Moorx, Jowsx Romern Brovnram, Gromor BaNCROPT, ANDREW
Waswer, G. C. VErrrancy, AvcusTus Scuery, and W Mewzres, Efguires.

As it was known that there would be many perions from other cities,
perfors {pecially invited by the Society or otherwife likely to be prefent,
and that the occafion would excite uncommon intereft in the city of New
York, it was refolved that the Commemorative Addrefs fhould be deli-
vered in the Have oF vue Union, Cooper Inftitate, The following an-
nouncement, which was made fome days previoufly in moft of the papers
of Mew York, will give the courle of the Ceremonies which were con-
templated :



