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vi INTRODUCTION.

Having obtained the use of the curious little
volume of tracts relating to Stage Plays, which con-
tains Lodge’s Reply to Gosson, and which was pur-
chased at Heber’s gale (Part IV., No. 2,334) by the
late William Henry Miller, Esq., of Craigentinny,
with permission to have it transeribed for the use of
the Shakespeare Society, I was led, somewhat incau-
tiously, to undertake the editing of the present
volume, instead of leaving it wholly in the more
-eompetent hands of Mr. Payne Collier, a gentleman
to whom the Society is under such manifold obliga-
tions; but with his friendly assistance, the task has
not proved very arduous.

The increasing attractions of theatrical entertain-
nients during the reign of Queen Elizabeth, were
attended with serious abuses, The crowds, in par-
ticular, which flocked on the Sundays to places of
popular amusement, occasioned loud complaints and
remonstrances on the part of the Puritan ministers.
As dramatic performances were however encouraged
and patronized by the Queen herself and many of
the nobility, the denunciations in sermons preached
at Paul's Cross, and even the prohibition of the
Mayor and Aldermen of London, which prevented
the erection of a theatre within the bounds of the
City, had no effect in checking the evil.

Two years after the appearance of Northbrooke's
“ Treatise against Dicing, Dancing, Plays, and Inter-
ludes, with other idle Pastimes,” Stephen Gosson,
who had himself been a writer for the Stage, pub-
lished his “School of Abuse.” = Both these works






viii - INTRODUCTION.

«we..] staye my hande till I see his booke; when I
have perused it, I wil tel you more.” As Lodge's
tract makes no mention of this Apology, the two
sheets of which it consists may have already been in
the printer’s hands; and before being corrected, when
the usual license for publication was refused, only a
few copies may have been thrown off. DBut Gosson's
distinction, * one in London,” in contrast with some
persons in both Universities, will not apply to Lodge,
although at that time he probably resided in London.
It is at least evident that they had no personal ac-
quaintance, although they were students at Oxford
at the same time, and took their degree of Bachelor
of Arts within seven months of each other. When
Lodge’s tract came into Gosson’s hands, as something
unexpected on his part, he expressly states, this was
“ one whole yeere after the privy printing thereof;”
and consequently, several months subsequent to the
publication of his “Ephemerides.”

This, after all, is a matter of no importance, and it
is therefore scarcely necessary to remark, that a tract
issued under such circumstances was not likely to be
the one specially written in favour of the Players at
the time, when, in consequence of *his Defiance unto
Players,” Gosson sayshe “was mightelybesettwith heaps
of adversaries.”” Of these productions he has preserved
the outline of one named * The Play of Plays,™
“ written in their owne defence,” which was brought
on the Stage, but probably never printed. Another

! Inhis “Playes Confuted,” sign. F., 1-3. Sco also Collier's Annals
of the Stage, vol. ii., p.275.



