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Rise Hke an altar-fire |
In solemn joy aspire,
Deepening thy passion etill, O Choral straln [
On thy strong roshing wind
; Bear up from human kind
‘Thanks and laiploringe—be they not in vaim

Felivia Hemans.
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EDITOR'S ADVERTISEMENT.

Those who are laboring for the freedom of the
American slave, bave felt their need of aid which
has ever been scught by those in all ages who have
striven for the good of their race ;—the encour-
agement, consolation and strength afforded by
poetry and music. This generally expressed feel-
ing was the origin of the present book of hymas
with the accompanying strain of poetry; bardly
less elévated, though more ornamented and diffuse
than is allowed by the severe beauty and sublimi-
ty which should model the Christian Lyric.

They feel that the spiritual warfare in which
they are engaged, requires the exercise of all the
faculties ; and they cannot allow the opponents of
their principles the selection of the moral epd in--
tellectual powers with which it shall be carried on,



vin ADYERTISEMENT.

—no, though this free use of their own souls
should cecasion men to call them agitetors ant
fanatics. In giving man imagioation and affections,
God has furnished him with the powers that en-

‘gble him to follow the dictates of reason and rev- -

elation ; end he should not do otherwise than cul-
tivate and sanctify ane the faculties, subduing
them to the obedience that is in Christ Jesus, by
gladly acknowledging through them all, the frater-
nity of the whole human race.

[The machinery of métres, namss of tunes, sumerals, and charae-
ters, has besa omitiad, becavse they are waska o those whe are
onable 1o sing, and becauso tha wpiril and the undsrstandiog wre n
milcient directory to thoss who con.]




