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PREFACE.

Ir Campbell be correct in his definition, that
Poetry ia the eloquence of Truth, then forsooth
may the Author claim to have the following
narrative rhyme styled s Poem. Composed,
indeed, ag it has been, in the few spare mo-
ments which exigt in the ronfine life of a
“Parish Doctor™ (one, too, who docs not profess
te a musieal sar), it cannot but be—what he
fears it is—a perfect jumble of different metres.
It was not, however, written for poetical cri-
ticism. It originated in a desire to present to
the public eye, and, through it, to the publie
heart—which, 't was thought, would be soconer
captivated by & poetical novelty than a leng-
thened prosaic epistle—a picture of occurrences
which, too frequently, not only thwart the on-
ward progress in life, but often abase the spirits
and embitter the feelings of Medical Men—more
especially of those emgaged in the thankless
office of Parochial Surgeons,

The Notes and References are given not
only as a proof of the veracity of the state-
ments, bub also, culled as many of them are



FREFACE.

from sources not frequently resorted to by the
general public (but for whose behests it were
frequently well were it otherwise), that the
people at large may be able to peruse, in a col-
lected form, the very many excellent remarks
on the subject by wvarious writers of the day.
Thus, it 18 hoped that not only will the of modkot
and the Upper Ten thousand bhe enabled to
thoroughly understand the true position and
real condition of the Union Burgeons ; but alse
that the Legislature of the land will no longer
procrastinate in devising further means to abate
the grievances of the * Parish Doctora.”

Should the pernsal of the following *‘rhyme™
tend to so demrable an event, the Author will
not be offended should the vnamimous judgment
of hig readers vote him Crabbe’s edvice to
poetical “* geribblers ¥ —

Curh then, O youth, thess raptores as thay rise,
Keep down the evil spirit and be wise ;

Follow yoor calling, think the Muosee foes,
Nor lean upon the pastls and compose.—The Newspaper,

© Juny, 1870,



ADVERTISEMENT.

Taz Nombers in the Text rafsr to the "Notss and Refer-
ences,” arranged, socording to their respective Chapters,
in an Appendix,

The facts there detailed have happened, or besn re-
corded in the Public Press, during tho laet Aftorn or twenty
yeard. The majority of them date from the earlier part
of the period. A fow, however, of present day cocurrence
have been introduced, to prove thet the leaven so degrading
to thoss immedistely answerabls—ao deatructive of the best
zeal and energies of the Medical Bervice—ao injurions to
the welfare of the Bick Poor, and 8o detrimental to the
intereats of tho Ratepayera—ia atill rampant in the ad.
ministration of the English Poor Law.

. Had space and othar exigencies permitted, the recordad
facts could have been ensily multiplied ]

The intelligence of an oducated pablic—inabmcted by
# free Press—has of late boen apparently roused fo the
truism of the dependence of Pauperism on Sickness. It is,
therefurs, to be sincerely boped that the pressore on the
Legislatore will be sach, ap to preclude the possibility of
snother “Parish Dootor” finding any groundwork in the
future for another  Parish Leech."”






