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PREFACE.

—_—

Tue attempts that have been made in recent years, and are
still continued with remarkable perseverance, to obtain a re-
- adjustment of Local Taxation in favour of landed proprietors,
and thus to throw an additional burden upon the general publie,
already heavily taxed in comparison with the class seeking
relief, render the question one of great and pressing inferest.
The Government of Mr. Disracli have procecded as far as they
are able in the direction above indieated ; they are now stopped
for want of means, and a breathing time is afforded in which it
- isto be hoped the public will exemine the question, and decide
whether they ought not themselves to seek relief, but in quite
gnother direction. In the following pages the whole subject is
fally and carefully examined, with a view of presentinga com-
plete resumé of the facts of the case, and an accurate statoment
of the arguments employed on both sides. The work s divided
into five parts or sections, of the contents of which a summary is
appended.

The Firet Part consists of an examiuation info the acouraey
of the statistice and fhe soundness of the arguments employed
by Mr. Dudley Baxter in his work on Local Taxation, in which
he attacked Mr, Goschen’s report, and claimed to have pointed
out a series of errors and fallacies, which destroyed all the eredit

and authority of that document. Mr. Baxter's work was con-
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sidered so valuable by the Local Taxzation Committes, of which
Bir Massey Lopes was the. Parliamentary spokesman, previons to
his loeation at the Admiralty, that s considerable number of
copies was purchased for gratuitous cironlation. The author has
therefore given it a careful examination, aund claims to have
demonstrated that it abounds in errors as to fact, and fallacies as
to theery, which eompletely vitiate its eonclusions, and render it
worthless a5 a guide for legislation,

The Second Part narrates the mode in which the attacks of
the landowners upon the pockets of the ratepayers were met by
Mr. Gladstone’s Government, recounts ifs proposals for the
amendment of Loeal Government and readjnstment of Local
Taxation, and demonsirates the groundless character of the
complaints, so repeatedly urged by Conservative speakers, that
the interests of the ralepayere were ignored by his adminis-
tration,

The Third Part reprints the main srguments employed during
the Looal Taxation debates of the last amd of the first two
sessions of the present Parliament, in favour of relieving owners of
property at the expense of the ratepayers generally, accompanied
by an enquiry into the aceuracy of their statements and the reality
of the alleged grievance. It contains extracts from the speeches
of 8ir Massey Lopes, Mr. Poll, Mr. C. 8. Head, Mr. Corrance,
and other keown advosates of that policy, gwith a demonstration
of the crrors and fallacies upon which their demands are based.
It also contains extracts from and comments upon speeches of
Sir Staffurd Northeote, Mr. Sclater Booth, and Mr. Tisraeli, in
defence of the paliey of the present Government, and from the



PREFACE. 1

criticisms of Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Fawcett, and the Marquess of
Hartington,

The Fourth Part contains an examination of some errors in a
paper read by Mr. J. J. Colman at the Social Seience Congress,
held at Norwich in 1873, in which he puot forward the alaims of
town ratepayers to some relief, analagous to that songht by the
Local Taxation Committee of tho Chambers of Agriculture, en
behalf of the landowners.

The Fifth Part is & summary of facts, compiled from the latest
Pniismentnxy Returns, and containe an analysis of Local Taxa.
tion, showmg the proportions borne respectively by the towns
and the rural distriets,

Losbow, March, 1876.



