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PREFACE

HE following dissertation was awarded the Hare

Prize in 1894, The pressure of other work obliged

me to postpone the preparation of it for the press until
last year, .

For the study of Uligarchic Constitutions in Greece
there are no adequate materials. No cligarchic state has
left us any historical literature; nor bave we the record
of the internal working of any oligarchy: in thig inquiry,
B in most branches of Greak history, we realise how little
we know of any Greek states other than Athens Our
conception of oligarchic government, its character and ita
method, cannot fail to be pertial apd incomplete. If we
axcept Aristotle’s masterly treatise on political ideas and
political forms, information on oligarchic consztitutions is
scattered over a very wide field, extending from the
Lyrieal poets to Plutarch. TInscriptions yield less that is
valuable than we should expect or desire.

The lack of positive knowledge induced me to devote
the first chapter to sn examination of the place occupied
by Oligarchy and Aristocracy in the Greek classification
of constitutione. By a study of the definitions, which
are, like the political terminclogy of the Grecks, too often
vague and uncertain, we are able to arrive at the im- -
pression produced on the minds of the Greeks by the
different governments, and thus we catch a reflection of
their real character. In the second and third chapters I
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vi FREFACE,

have briefly discussed the causea of eonstitutional change
and traced the development of eonstitutions, in order to
show the place ocoupied by oligarchy in this process,
Two Appendices deal with some problems of early A-
thenian history. In the fourth chapter the varieties of
Oligarchy are discussed, and the last chapter is devoted to
the organisation of oligarchie government. It ia followed
by an Appendix on the revolution of the Four Hundred
at Athens,

Of modern books, 1 have made constant use of the
ascond vwolume of Gilbert's Hendbuch der griechischen
Staatsalterthiimer, which contains an invaluable collection
of meterial, Mr Newman's Inteoduction to the Politics
of Arigtotle I have found most uecful and snggestive. I
have cited in my notes the other modern worke to which
I am indehted.

In preparing the work for press it is my pleasure to
acknowledge most gratefully the help of Mr W, Wyse,
of Trinity College, vne of the adjudicatora for the prize,
who put many valvable notes at my disposal, and the
kindoness of Mr R. A Neil, of Pembroke College, and of
Mr J. W. Hoadlam of King's College, who mad my
proofs and gave me the benefit of many eriticisme and

Bl tiome.
gEes LEONARD WHIEBLEY.

Perxppoxe Corieaz, CambRIDoE.

Fabruery 8, 1896,

{In the citations of Ariatotle’s Pollties I have followed the text of
Busemihl’s small edition, as well ag hie oumbering of the books. The
firet volume of Mr Hewmnan’s Politics ia elted as ‘Newman, Iniroduction.’
References to Dr Gilbert's Handuch are to the second German edition.]
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CHAPTER L

Tae CrLassiFicaTioN OF CONSTITUTIONS: THE CLAIMS
AND CHARACTER OF QLIGARCHY,

§1. The Popular Classification of Constifutions,

- THE genius of the Oreeks, which has given them &
sure and lasting preeminence as political inventors and
political theoriuts, made them conscious at a comparatively
early date of the variety of governments under which they
lived. The ruling element, as Aristotle says, must be one
mwan, or & faw men, or the mnoititude": and this distinetion,
which haa served ever since as the basis of classification,
iz recorded for the firet time by Pindar in langusge that
18 neither technical nor precige”. In his words * fyranny,
the ravening host and the wise wardens of the city’
denote monarchy, demoeracy and oligarchy ; and the poet
reveals his preference for the government of the few by
the choice of the epithets thet he employs”. Thus from

1 Pol. ill 6 1279 & 25 wartrovga 3 dovl 7h cipor rip whhews, drdyan
8 elro xdpuor § tva § S0your § vode wohods.

2 Pyth. 2 88 & wders 3¢ abuo..... | wopd vepareil, yowbrar 4
Adfipet srpards, | yerey wéur ol gogol ropfeen.  Homer I0 i 204 odx
dyafie wolvwoparly el wolpaver Brrw, givas ue the et refloction on

Lition.
¥ 3 The political application ef the eommonest morsl epithets iz foond
in Theognis, although he doda oot expressly moralize on forme of govarn-
‘ment,

. 1



2 CLASSIFICATION OF CONSTITOTIONS. [cH. I

the first we find constitutional forms and political parties
described in moral terms, and this tendency did much to
confuse the political terminology of the Greeks*. The use
of such terms could never be altogether consistent, for the
advocates of oligarchy and demoeracy used identical phrases
of praise and abuse, and applied them, as might suit their
purpose or occasion, to describe opposite parties and dif-
ferent forma of government®.

There is no thetorieal commonplace so constantly em-
ployed aa the comparison of the three constitutions or the
contrast of the prineiples of oligarchy and demoeraey : it
was a universal topic with the rhetors and sophists, who
taught their pupils the stock descriptions of each consti-
tution, and directed them to adapt their epithets and suit
their conelusions to the taste of their andience®. By the
time of Hercdotus this eriticism of constitutions was
already in fashion, and the scientific terma of monarchy,
oligarchy and democracy had beon introduced”, The his-

4 It will ba agan below how inconelstent and ambignoge the nes of
many political torma 8.

# It would be beride my porpeee to disgore thiz subjest here: but
there is abundant evidenca in the orators thet the spithets and qualities,
which are supposed to have acquirad a specisl political applisation in the
mouthe of oligarohe, wara employed in an abeolotely opposite way by
spenkers wishing to esy pleasant things to & demoormcy. Inetances
gould be quated of réeopls, sdrafln and segparien (the partisular virtues
of oligarchivs) etirbuted to the detnoovetic eonetitotion ; while wegln,
poydnple, Ifpr and the like are sanppodad to be inneto charasteristing of
aligarchy.

! Examplus of this praciico are quoted in the textt it in desoribed in
Isoer. Eii 111 rois votravr frnddy afrfowrar Tolr vhmour wpoxorehi-
gbvavr,, éxd Tiv hipor ol rpdderfar riv wepl i wolereaw.

T Thus povragxin, Twparels, dwyeoyin coour in the debate in i B0— B3,
He nmsee #jues there to deecribe demopracy : but in vi 48 Spuonpariy ia
fonnd,



