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Letter,

Lukr Jacesow, Fab, 12th, 1861,
My pear B

We live in a0 age of miraclos and wonders, (ireat events
are in progress, and T look with amasement and mortification
at the developments of every day and hour. We are in the
midet of the most extraordinary revolution, and the most
stupendons roin i new In rapid progresa thet the world hasg
ever known.

A preat nation has been diemembered. The bonds of the
Ameriean. Union, tke work of Weshington, of Franklin, of
Madisen, and other great sages and statesmen of a glorioua
age, have been rent end snapped like cobwebsi and the
greatest fabric of human government, witheut complaint of
wrong of injustice, has been destroyed in & fow months—
madly and rashly destroyed, without reflection, and without
loss of life or stain of blood.

Star after star from the once glecious, hat now drooping,
banner has fallen, othera are waning in their light, and the
whole heayens are covered with the gloomy portent of uni-
versal distruction, When shell this ruin end? Where is
the rock which will stand and throw back the mad destructive
waves of revolution, and arrest the fearful, fatal, desolating
progress of secession! Through the mist of the tempest, I
think I see #hat rock rising in meral power and sublimity
along the whole southern line of North Caroling, Tennesseo,



4

and Arkansas, supported by Missouri, Kentucky, Virginia,
Maryland, and Delaware, and above the mad, riotous, and
exulting shout of snccessful secession and triumphant revolu-
tion. From that rock I hear a voice, like the voice of God,
saying to the raging sea, * Thus far shalt thou go and no
further, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.” Here
I trust, is the rack of safety, standing in the centre of the
Americen Union. The extremities may become cold, and
Jose their sensibilities, their love for our gallant flag, their
pride for our prestige and national glory, won on 5o many
battle-ficlds, and consummsited by so many civic aghicvements;
they may retire to the idolatrous worship of their local and
gectional divinities, but the American heart will love and wor-
ghip the God of our fathers; it will continue to beat in the
Awmerionn bovom, in the centre of the American Union; ita
warm blood will continue to eireulate on both sides of the line
of slavery, binding together, in national honds, the kindred
affcctions of one race in different communities,

Heore, I trust in {rod and in the wisdom snd virtue of my
oountrymen, that thers is and that there ever will be en Ameri-
con Union, bearing ag tho emblem of ite power and glory, the
broad stripes and bripght stars, the banner of fresdom at home,
and tho sipn ond hope of liberty to the world. Here, st least, I
hope, a glorious Union of sovereign States may stand forever,
to vindicaite the sueccess of the represcntative Republican
system, to vindicate the succesa of the prest experiment of
popular goverminent, to rebake despotie power, to disrobe
tyranny of its pomp and pride, to rebuke anarchy and riot
in the sanetuary of secession; to eustain the cause of law
_and government, the holy eauee of civil and religious liberty;

to bless the living, honor the dead, justify the blood of our
glorious Revolution, and vindisate the onuse in which Hamp-
den, Elliot, and Moore suffered and died; to vindicate the
osuse in which the hundreds and thouwsands of victima,
through ages and generstions, have been sacrificed on the
altar of human liberty ! May God bless and preserve this




b

remnent of the grest American Bepublie for sll these high
purposes, and permit it to stand forever as a perpetual mona-
ment to the memory and glory of the patriotic men who
shall have the wisdom, virtue, and courage to resist local
sectional feelings, to resist the progresd of a mad, desolating
revolution !

Disunion, mnder certain contingenciea, may be justified ;
it may become an imperative neceesity, but it should be the
last resort; like the ride of extreme wumeofton, it should be
regerved for the last, and sdministered only in the dying
hour of the only remaining hope within the Tnion. Ths-
union muat be fatal [—fatal to the peace, safety, and happi-
nees of both divisions of the country—fatal to the progress
of liberty and civilization—fatal to the pride and glory of
the American name.

Every enlightened statesmen may sce, even through the
mist of prejudice, that there i3 not room between the lakes
of Canada aod the Gulf of Mexico for two great netions of
the pame race and kneage, the same language and religiom,
the samé pride, ambition, energy, and high covrage, to live
in peace and good fellowship together. Every one may sea,
from the map of our country, that there is no desert waste,
ap mountain bar, dividing the Morthern from the Southern
Btates. Ervery one may see the grest rivers, with their out-
atretched arms, rising in the Northern Btates, lowing down
the rich valleys through the Southern States, to the (Gmlf
of Mexies, proclaiming the unity of a grest smpire, snd
indicating the desigh of the Creator, that this beautiful land
should be forever onc country, for one great, united, pros-
perous people.  And why should this unity be destroyed T
Why should this berutiful land be divided ¥ Why should this
one kindred peeple beeome two hostile nstions, to exhanst in
ruinous wars and battles between themselves, those vast re-
gources, those great energies herctofore se successfully united
for the unequalled progress of one country, one great snd
happy people ¥
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There is one distnrbing, one dangerons causs,—the angry
controversy ariging on the institution of Areicay slavery,
and unless this controversy can be amicably edjusted there
must be o perpetual end of the Undon, an everlasting separa-
tion of the North from the South,

The institution of slasery, then, demands the earnest atten-
tion and the unprejudiced eonsideration of cvery American
citizen. It should be viewed as it is, and not as we might
wieh that it should be. Not as an abstrast question of right
or wrong, not as a bleasing or a corse, but as an existing
reality, for good or evil, threwn wpon us by inheritance from
a past generation and ancther goveroment, and for which no
man of the present day is in any msnner the least responsible.
It should be considered as it i3, an inatitution interwoven and
insgparably connccted with our ancial and political system, as'a
domestie institution of the Btates, and a walional instituiion,
ereated by the American people and profected by the Conatitu-
kﬁ'm of the United Miates. Tt should be congidered as an instis
tution which cannat be distwrbed in ite present political relation
to sowe of the Btatea of the venfaderaoy, without great detri-
ment to all, and without, perhaps, destruction te some one of
the parties to this velatton. It shonld be considered s an
institution which condd nof wow be abolished, even with the con-
sent af all, without fatal consequences to some of the parties
holding relations to ¥4 -

The history of African slavery in thia eountry proves all
tho relations I claim for it, and it is ae wonderful as any other
portion of our wonderful history. The discovery of Amerion,
with its bonndless resonress, started all the maritime nations
of Burope on the grest enterprizes of conguest and dominion
in the New World. To dig the golden tremsure from the
mountsing, to open the springs of vegetable life on the plaing
and in the valleys, to guarry the recks, to fell and clear the
forest, and make America the home of ¢ivilization, heman
fabor was indispensably necessary, The climate within the
tropics, where the experiment was first made, proved un-
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friendly to the suocess of European labor, and fatal to Earo-
pean laborers. Recourse wae first had, se a subatitute, to the
labor of the natives. Many of them were subdued by con-
guest, and became slaves to the congquerors. But the brave
warrior spurned the fetters of the slave, and when his bow
ond arrow could not defend his liberty, his proud heart broke,
and he died under the degradatien and in the humility of
bondage. Whole fribes became extinet,—perished and dis-
appenred. And it wae in the fatal progress of this destrue-
tion of humen life, and the ill success of elavery among the
native tribes, that Portugal, in 1508, sent from her posses-
sions on the coast of Africa the first African slaves to
America. Theexl::nriment of African lebor proved eminently-
anocessful. Here was an animal, in the form of man, pos-
pessing tho grestest physical power, snd the preatost capacicy
for labor and endurance, without one principle of his nature,
ome faculty of mind or feeling of heart, without spirit or
pride of character, to erable him to regard slavery as a degra.
dation. A wild harbarisn, to be tamed and vivilized by the
discipline of slavery, Here waa tho discovery of an smimal
power almost a9 essentisl a3 the discovery of the new conti-
nent, to bring forth the vegetable, animal, and mineral pro-
-duetions of America, to supply the wanta and relieve the ne-
oegaities of Europe. And withont this dissovery, and the
application of thia great element of laboring power, the dis-
covery of Ameries, with all ita boundless, uncultivated re-
sonrces of wealth, would have been of little walue to the
civilized world. This fact, so far as it relates to the Sonth,
is fully illuatrated in the great prosperity of the Spanish,
French, and English provinees, during the whele time of the
existence of dlavery in them, and the sudden and continuous
decline of every agricultwral and other interest in each and
every one of those provinces, from the day on which African
slavery wes sholished, Every colonial nation availed itself
of this great element of laboring power. Spain, under
Charles the Fifth, Frunce, under Louis Thirteenth, and



