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EXTRACT FROM THE REGULATIONS FOR
THE PRINCE CONSORT PRIZE.

“There shall be established in the University
a prize, called the *Prince Consort Prize, to be
awarded for dissertations involving original historical
research.”

“The prize chall be open to members of the
University who, at the time when their dissertations
are sent in, have been admitted to a degree, and are
of not more than four years' standing from admission
to their first degree.”

“Those dissertations which the adjudicators
declare to be deserving of publication shall be
published by the University, singly or in combi-
nation, in an uniform series, at the expense of
the fund, under such conditions as the Syndics
of the University Press shall from time to time
determine.”
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PREFACE,

THE subject treated of in this Easay cannot be
entirely passed over in any book dealing with
Greek Political Antiquities or History. Whether it
be owing to the obscurity of the matter, or to some
other cause, the explanations given in the standard
works are neither sufficient nor convineing. 1 have
therefore attempted by devoting a more special study
to the subject than can be done in larger books, to
see how far the information we have is sufficient to
enable us to understand exactly what election by
lot was, how it was used, and what were its political
effects.

I am not aware of the existence of any article
specially devoted to the subject. So far as attention
has been paid to it, it has been confined to one,
and, as it seems to me, the least important part of
the matter. The date and occasion of the intro-
duction of the lot for elections to the archonship
15 one of those questions which is at least referved
to in all books dealing with Athenian history. It
appears as though the exaggerated importance at-
tached to what is to a great extent an antiguarian
point, has distracted the attention of most writers
from what is at least of equal interest, the political



