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CHAPTER L

THE DIFFICULTIES OF JOUSTIFICATION,

Jon zuw. -Il.
" How then can mao be Justified with God 1

PR |

A HUMBLE opinion of ourselves, and
fear for the safety of our own state
by mnature, are indispensable to a
hearty reception of the Gospel
We must know ourselves to be, in
the strong language of Seripturs,
“ Wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked,” before we can
apply in earnest for the supply of
our wants out of the fulness that is
in Christ Jesue. We must be fully
B



2 THE DIFFICTLTIES

convineed of the awful holiness and
justice of God—aof the unbending se-
verity of his law—of our own utter
inability to meet its requirements,
before we can be prepared to sesk
for pardom and acceptance —mot
through our own repentance eand
merits, but simply on the ground
of another's merits, and for his righ-
teousness’ sake.

~ On this account, while the sub-
stance of the everlasting Gospel is
the same in all eges, sinee the nature
and wants of man continue the same,
the manner in which it is stated must
vary according to the perversions of
truth thet may prevail;, or the pre-
judices that hinder ita reception.
When addressing the Jews, the first
preachers of the Gospel spoke of
Jerns of Nazareth, s Him “of whom
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Moses in the law, and the prophets
did write.” To the Athenians on Mars
Hill, St. Paul began with declaring
“ Him whom,” sccording to the in-
gcription on their own altar, “they
ignorantly worshipped.” But in
writing to the Galatians, who had
“go soon been removed from Him
that called them unto another Gos-
pel” he preached the Gospel as con-
trested with the law, in order to
deliver them from the corraptions
of truth brought in by Judaizing
teachers. If they who had the Gos-
pel preached to them by the inspired
apostles, with the Holy Ghost mani-
festly eent down from heaven, wers
g0 soon removed from their stedfast-
ness, 18 it matter of wonder, that
after the lapse of eighteen cemturies
perversions of truth should be greatly
n 2
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mmultiplied, and the nicest diserimi-
nation be requisite, in so “ dividing
the word of truth,” as to distinguish
plainly between © the Gospel of ocur
salvation,” and those fatsl and subtle
errors which men have substituted
in it place. [t was our Lord's own
prediction, that ¢ false Christs and
fulse prophets would arise and de-
ceive many ;" there never has been
an uge in which this prediction has
not been folfilling : the father of lies
bas ever some counterfeit ready to
put in the place of saving truth,
suited to the neture of #he fimes;
and our duty is clearly to state the
truth as it 13 In Jesue, and to dis-
play its beauty the more conspicu-
ously, by contrasting it with the dark
and deadly background of the lie that
is most opposed to it.



