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LIFE AND TIMES
oF

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON,

CHAFTER L

Birth, Farentage, and Edecation of Willlam Hensy Harrisen,
Hia first appolniiment by Washington,
In the maost strict sense of the word, every man
belongs to his country, and the lives of ull who
have distinguished theinselves, whether in the
field or in the forum, should be earefully re-
vorded, and their acta minutely and faithfully
engrossed ; as lessons of instroction and ex-
amples for emulation to after generations.
Under a republic, offices of trust, honor, and
emolument, are open to all, and be who served
lus country in any manner whatever, retires
{rom that service into private life, and mingles
once more with those, who, for a short time,
honored him with power. However worthy
his deeds, no title of nobility follows him inte
his retirement; no Fri'r'llegrr] dezignation of
mere sound descends to his son and his son's
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soi, The clilld may lnak lnek with conseions
jreide, to the whole il of his futher, but ha
st S0l depend upon s own exertions, his
own aetay, and his awn gieniog, forany distine-
tioa shown to Bimselfs 1 isone of the greatest
blessings of our fann of roverument, that we
are oot homered Teesese o Fatlwers  wers.,
Were it otlierwiae, hiow ma ny silly eoxeombs
wenhil we bend 1o, merely leciinse their fatliers
wers greal men U ¥ Lvery maa for linasel £,

= irne Yankee mntte, and shauld be that of

oyery [ree [recrpale, s b-'l,'r"l”H T Eiui_{r' CiTy=
mensy snd 3z ollen perverted, bt we apply it
'IZr!JE_'P e all bonoraile cmu:rprize, and whoers
ambition is govered solely by a desire for tha
meperil weal,

Yer, when a man ann proudly refer 1o the
achicvementz of Liz s, it stimuluges liz
wind o e worthy of sueh a parentage, nmd
urges i to aiteopl woeareer ns bright and
glovipus as that of Lz aneestey, There are
bew o e eounsrvioen who can make sueh a
retraspeet with as mueh plensure ns the sube
Jeet of vur present memoir, Gueoernl Winiias
Hexry [TanpzoxN.

Dhezeended from o long line of patriots, he
would have proved recreant to the best blood




OF WILLIAM HEXRY ILARRIEON 1i

in America, bod he been less than they
Thrown early into publie life by the rogures
ment of a young and strarrling conntry, i
opportunities gave scope 1o hls superior in-
tellect, and step by step e rose e the estima-
tion of the people, pathering fresh lnorels at
ench advance, uutil there is barely rocm
enouzh for another glorous choplet upou bis
noble brow,

Witrias Hesgy Hanmisox, was born on
the Dth day of ebroary, 1773, ot a placa
called Berkley, vn the James River, nbout 25
miles  below  Richmond, in Charles City
County, n the State of Vieginia, He is a
Hineul descendant of that Genernl Haorrison,
who bore n prominent purt in the English
eivil warz, and who held ne important com-
mawd in the armies of the Comtmonwealth.

Bexsaats Harmszon, the futher of Willam
Henry, was o delegnte 10 the Continental
Congress, in 1774=3-06. It was between b
and Jolin Hancock, that the anncable con-
tention took place respecting the Presideney
of the Congress. Peyton Randolph, and
Benjamin Harrison, were brothers-in-Inw, and
upon the deceaze of the former, who was first
President of Congress, it was the wish of the
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Southern members thot Mr. Harrtson should
be selected to fill the claar vnented by the
denth of his relative.  He was fully infurmed
of the varivus sectivnal prejudices existmg at
that momentous crisis, and exerted wll his in-
fluence in fuvor of his friendly nvaly Jons
Harcoor. He rensoned with iz eolleagues
1 th 'Im[mrlum:i: of l:t:lm.‘:iliillllll; the
Northern feeling, nnd suceevded in obtutoing
for the Massachussetts member o unanhnous
vole.

Wann, in his Buwgraphy of the Signers of
the Decloration of lndependence, soys of M.
1 nneoek -—

Witk a IllmlL'ﬁI_!-' not unnatural of his FEArsy
and a ennsciousness ol the difficuliy be mighe
upurie:mu in Glling o stntion of such high g
portance and responsibility, he hesitated to
take the seat. Mr. Huorrison was stunding
beside hum, and with the ready gllur] hamour
that he loved o joke, even in the Seomte House,
he seized the modest candidute o his asthletie
arms, and placed him in the presidentinl chair;
then turning to some of the members around,
he exclaimed, * We will show mether Britoin
how litle we care for her, by making a Massa-
chussetts man our president, whom she has



