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which is here prefented to the reader,
A8\ is a reproduétion of the. only known
cOpY, which is in the library of Lord Arthur Hl:r'ine'y,
Archdeacon of Sudbury, at Ickworth, bound in a
volume with the Prophet Jonah, tranflated into Eng-
lith by William Tyndale. That volume is fully de-
fcribed in the Introduftion to *¢The Prophete Jo-
nas,” ! which has been publithed in the fame ftyle,
The publication before us commences with twenty-
one lines in verfe, entitled, “ An A. B.C. to the fpi-
ritualte,’ which Foxe quotes,? and informs us that he
found * in the margent of a certen old regifter to be
attribut to William Thorpe,'’ a difciple of Wycliffe,
whofe Examination on & charge of herefy before Arch-

t #The Prophete Jonas, with the Prologue, by Wm. Tynda.ll,
to which is added Coverdale's verlion of Jonas, Reproduced in
Fachmile, with an Introduftion by F. Fry, Willis and Sotheran,
London. Laibury, Briftel. e863."

* Foxe, "'Af.hl and Monuments,"” fol. 1ft ed, 1563, p. 401,
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bithop Arurdell, ir 1407, flill furvives! The pieces
that follow are three in number: namely, the % proper
dyaloge’” in verfe; an *olde treatyle made aboute
the tyme of kynge Rycharde the feconde,” in profe,
introduced in the “dyaloge;'” and a * compendious olde
treatyle, thewying bowe that we ought to have the ferip-
ture in Englythe,” Of thefe only the laft mentioned,
written more than a bundred years before the firft, ap-
pears to have been noticed by our early writers ; nor do
1 find any certain information refpeting the author or
authors of any of them, or of their editor, as publithed
colletively in 1530. As the objeét, however, which
all three bad in view, was to forward the great work to
which Tyndale devoted his life, may we not conclude
that the * proper dyaloge™ was compoled by fome one
who was an earneft {upporter of the mew learning, as it
was then called ; and that either he himfelf, or fome

1 Foxe gives™ The Examination of William Tharpe,” * foried
his ¢ 3t the requeit of his frendes,” which occupies more
:’I:Im :Spmgu in thﬁ'ﬂﬂu and Monuments,” It is alfo in a
neat fmall Bvo, volume, in the Grenville Colleftion in the Britith
Mufeum, entitled # The Examinacion of Mafter William Thorpe
prefte accufed of herefye before Thomas Arundell/ archebithop
of Citerbury/ the yere of ower Lorde. m.ccec, and feuen.—The
examinacion of Syr Jhod Oldcafell Lord Cobham.™ There is
neither date, place, or printer, to this volume, The type uied ap-
pears the fame as that with which the * proper dyaloge”’ iaprlnt:;;
Er: ma, lt'hmTpldalmﬁ:dth“ HI.I;HBE;;I wras the pt]iz:t-::n Bale
[ 6591: e edi & Examination, which appears
probable, Ece Foxe fays of the Examination—* Tao the text of
the flory we haue neither added nor diminithed : But as we have
receined it copied out and correfted by Maifter William Tindall
{who had his owne handewriting} fo we haue here fent it and fet it
out abroade, The engiith though the falde Maifter Tindall did
fomwhat amend, and it after oor maner s yet not fully in
all wordes, but that {pme thing dooth remaine, favering the old
fpeache of that time."—Foxe, cft edit. p. 143, 44, &c.
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friend for him, procured it to be printed, with the ad-
dition of the * compendious clde treaty(e,” to give it
" weight and authority # Henry Cotton, LL.D., Arch-
deacon of Cathel, dwells upon the value of this * trea-
tyle,” and quotes a paflage from it given by Herbert,
which he introduces in the following manner: *Weare
not to think, that thole capricious exercifes of alfumed
asuthority were always tamely [ubmitted to by the Laity,
even during the period of the durk zges. We have a
proof of refiftance made to them in England, o long ago
as the year 1400—but probably made too feebly to be~
come effedual—in a little tradl, yet remaining, under
the following title {I have modernized the fpelling):
¢ A compendious old treatife thowing how that we pught
to have the Scripture in Englith : with the quthers,
The excufation of the treatife, |
;I';Ml:ﬁh I :.m:i}di clntll:ad heill::m’ weed,
othin ed wit uency
Yet I ngllsatfcutruth, if ﬂﬂt toqtake Hud,
inft their froward furious fantafy,
hich reckon it for a great herefy

And unto lay PE"’E‘ rgnﬁ'm‘ls outrage,

To have God’s Word in their native language.—

Enemies 1 fhall have : many a thorn crown

With forked caps, and gay croffes of gold,

“Which, to maintain their ambitious rencwn,

Are glad lay people in ignorance to hold —

Yet to thow the verity one may be bold,

Although it be a proverb daily fpoken,

Who that telleth truth, his head {hall be broken.'"?

The autbor of the * compendious olde treatyfe"
concludes in the following forcible language, in which
! Dr, Cotten, ™ Rhemes and Doway,"” 1855, p. 1.
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he prays that the Word of God may be unbound and
delivered from Antichrift, and run among His people.

“ Now god of hys metrcy geue vnto ower kyng/and
to ower lordes grace of trewe vnderftandyng to amende
this. default principally and all other/ then fhall we
mowe ealely to be gmendid. For vatyll it be amendid
there fhall neuer be reftand peace in thys realme. Who
that fyndythe or redythe this lettre put it furthe in
examinacyon and fuffer it not to be hydde or deftroyed/
but multyplyed for no man knoweth what proffyt maye
come therof. For he that compiled it/ purpofyth with
goddes helpe to mayntayne it vote the deathe/ yf neade
be. And therfore all christen men and women/ praye
that y* worde of god maye be ynhounde/ and deliuered
from the power of Antichriftf and renne amonge his
people.  Amen.” -

We may however conclude that the editor was well
acquainted with Tyndale. And if fo, the queftion
naturaily arifes, Who then was the editor ! At this dif-
tance of time we can fcarcely hope with certainty to
identify him, Without in the leaft attempting to de-
cide the quettion, it may be fuggefted that William
Roye, for fome time an intimate afociate of Tyndale,
was not unlikely to have been the author of the firft,
and the editor of the fecond of thefe pieces. Roye
was probably a year or more with T'yndale, “ both to
write and to help me to compare the texts together,”
Tyndale fays he was awriter of * railing rhymes,” and
has favoured us with (o graphic a defcription of Roye
and of his acquaintance with him, that it may be
interefting to quote it. It occurs in his preface to
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the * Pargble of the Wicked Mammon,"” and:ls as
follows : . : ;

 While I aboade, a faythfull companion which now
hath taken another voyage upon him, to preach Chrift
where (I fuppole) he was neuer yet preached (God
which put in hys hart thether to go, fende his. (pirite
with hym, comforte hym and bryng hys purpofe to good
effecte) one William Roye, a man fomewhat crafty, .
when he cammeth unto new acquayntance, and before
he be through knowne, and namely, when all is fpent,
came unto me, and offred hys helpe. Aslong as he
had no money, fomwhat I could rule hym, but a5 foone
a3 he had gotten hym money, he became lyke hymfelfe
sgayne. Neuertheleffe I fuffered all thynges tyll that
was ended, which I coulde not doe alone without one,
both to write, and to help me to copare the textes.to-
gether, when that was ended, I toke my leque and
bade hym farewell for our two lyues, and as men fay,
a day longer. After we were departed he went, and
gate him new frendes, which thyng to dae, he paffeth
all that euer I yet knew. And there, when he had
ftored hym of money, he gate hym to Argentine, where
he profeffed wonderfull faculties, and maketh boaft of
no (mall things, A yeare after that, and now xi
monthes before y* printyng of this worke, came one
Jerome a brother of Grenewich alfo, through Wormes
to Argentine, faying yv* he intended to be Chriftes Dif-
ciple another whyle, & to kepe {as nye as God would
geuoe him grace) y* profeffion of hys baptifme, & to get
hys liuyng with his hades, & to lyue no loger idlely, &
of the fweate and labour of thofe captiues, whiche they



