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GREAT BRITAIN,

Topographical Sectlion of the General Staff.

In tracing the history of the origin and development of the
Department, now designated the Topographical Hection of the
General Btaff, it 15 necessary to foliow eomewhat clozely that of
tho Ordnance Survey, especially in ils earlier stages. One is the
complement of the othor; and the Topographicnl Bection may be
regarded as dovived from the Ordnance Survey, though it waa not
formad directly from it, and in the Gest years of its axistence had
no connection with i5.  In continental armics the Topographical
Heetiona of the Htaff sre respongible for the work, which in
Great Britain is divided beiween the Ordnance Survev and the
TﬂpuEmphiqml Scetion of the Goneral Staff  The military side
of tho Ordnance Swrvey i apt to be lost sight of fo-day,
placed a4 il is under acivil Department of Biate, and a major
portion of its work being cadastral, rather thon military.  Iis
cstablishment was due to the need felt for an accurate map of the
country for purpozes of defence; and [or upwarda of 70 vears it
remained nnder the War Department, at one period being actually
combined with the Topographical Section. When by tho estab-
Lishment of the Ordnance Burvey, ihe prevision of an accurato
military map of the British lslea had been assurcd, an extension
of the existing department, or the formation of 8 new one, which
ghould devote itself to the collection of geugira hical and topo-
graphical information abont the Colonics and foreign countries,
would seem a logical sequel in a country with such vast oversea
interests as Great Britain. Logle, however, has an unfortunate
faeulty of appearing illogical when the conclusion to which it

oints necessitates the expenditure of monlif. A branch of the
wrtermnastor-Gleneral’s clpepa.rtment-, formed in 1803, seemed to
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promise to develop into such a department, but, either because it
came into existenee before the need of such a branch wae fully re-
cognized, or hecavse the lines on which it was organized wore de-
fective, probably from Loth canses, itnever developed, and, though
lingering on ag aon ulf-:[llmmge of the Quartermaster-General’s
Department till absorbed by the newly-formed Topegraphical and
Btatistieal Dapartment in 1857, it appeare to have done little in
the direction of collecting inforinalion, either topographical or
otharwiza, Not till 1855 wie tle department formed, of which
the present Directorate of Military Operations is the outcome.

After the rebellion of 1745 had been finally crushed at
Cuolloden, and military posts  established throughout the
Highlands, Lisut-General Watson, at that titme {1747} Deputy
Quartermaster-Greneral in North Britain, recognizing the necessity
of having a good map of a wild and rugged region, which had so
lately been the seene of military operations, and might he 2o again,
directed Maj.-General Roy, R.E, then Deputy Assistant Quarter-
master-Giencral, to undertake the tnslk.

This survey, which was attevwards exlended to the Lowlands
of Scotland, was not bazed on any great trinngulation ; bot was
more of the nature of a “ magnificent military aketeh ™ to quote
General Roy's own description of his work. The map was never
completed, or published, the outbreak of the Boven Years" War in
1786 necessitating the employment elsewhera of the Officcrs
engaged upon it

Although never eompletad, this sorvey is important ag being
the first large military sarvey undertuken in Great Britain and
the forernnner of the Ordnance Survey. In that it marked an
official recognition of the neecessity of proparing maps of possible
theatres of military opecatione, it inay be regarded as the gorm of
an idea which more than o centary later devidoped into a Military
Topographical Department,

Un the eonclugion of peace in 1764 the question of undertaking
a Topographical Survey of the whole of Great Britain came for
the first time under the consideration of the Government. General
Roy, who wae to be placed in charge of the work, proposcd to utilize
the topographical wark already executed in Scotland, for filling in
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the detail of the trigonometrical survey in that part. Again war
postponed the work, the outhreak of the American Revalution in
1776 turning the attention of the authorities in another divection.

With the advent of peacs in 1783, General Roy thought the
time favourable to bring forward ouce more the guestion of a
national survey. Finding himsell detained in London during the
summer of that year he conceived the idea of making a small trigo-
nometrieal surviy of the immediate neighbourhood of the eapital ;
such a smrvey would not only be of seientific value by con-
necting the several ohservatories in and around London, but
would, he hoped, arcuse peblic interest, and lead to a revival of
the scheme of 174848,

Ay the foundation for his propnsed survey General Roy meas-
urcd a base of 77447 feet across the fields belween the Jows Harp
near Marylebone, and Black Lone near Pancros,

This instance of individual effort towards the eommeneement
of a national swrvey waa paralleled many years later when Major
Jervig, in furtheranee of his sechemn for the eatablishment of a
Topographical Department, reproduced, at his own expense, maps
of tha Crimen for nze in the war which lunl juul brolen out,

Goneral Roy's offorts were to be seconded from a totally un-
expected quarter. In October 175 Cownle d' Adhemar, then French
Ambassador o the Court of B, James, transmitted to Mr, Fox, at
that time Foreign Beevetary, o wiemoir by M. Cassini de Thury, in
which the latter shwwed the graat benelt whiclh wonld acerne to
astronomy, by carrying a series of triangles from London to Dover,
and eonneeting thom with thoee already exceuted in France, thus
determining accurately the relative positions of the obzservatorics
of Greenwich and Paris. This proposal was communicated to
the Royal Bociety, and, being warmly taken up by them, with the
approval and financial assistance of the King, the task wai
entrusted Lo General Roy to carry oul,

On the 16th of April, 1784, (reneral Roy, accompanied by Sir
Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Bociety, Mr. Cavendish, and
Dr. Blagden, began operatione for measuring a base on Hounslow
Heath. The measurement of thiz baze line may he called the
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commencoment of the Ordnance Burvey of Great Britain ; though
not till 1791, on the inifiative of the Duke of Richmond, then
Master General of the Ordnance, was the order given for a survey
of the whole country to be commenced, for the purpose of pro-
duning a military map of the United Kingdom.,

The establishment of a malional purvey having ensured the
provision, both for military and civil purpoeses, of accurate maps of
the United Kingdom, an extension of the peographical serviee to
inelude the Colonies and foreign countries was the next roquire-
ment. In 1803 tho walue of & department which should collect
information, both topographical and statistical, not only about
Great Britain and Ler Coplonies, but about f’m'v.ign countrics,
appears to have been realized by the authorities. With whom
the idea for the formation of such & depariment originated i=
difficult to irace, nor are the functione which # was intended
to fulfil, or the work which it actually did, quite clear.

The department which enjoyed the quaint title of Depét
for Ileposit) of Military Knowledge was o branch of the Quarter-
maater-General's departiment. In a lettar from the Duke of York,
then Commander-in.Chief, dated 3rd August, 1805, it is stated
that the formation of such a department wes suthorized by the
Government in April, 1804,

The geoeral principles on which the establishment was
formed werce detoiled in & memorandum sent to Mr. Pitt by the
Comronander-in-Chiefl in 1804, this nnfortunately 1= not chtainable
but the covering lotter gives a general idea of the pmpos::d‘
organization of the depariment, and is as follows:—

" Horse Guards,
28th June, 1504,

Bin,

I request to call your sttention to gome circumstances which
arg essential $o the formation of a deposit for military knowledge,
which waz last year authorized to be formed under the Q.M.G. %‘;r
His Majesty's Government,.




© urgent claim

T

It was ﬁmpcsed that this establishment should be classed
undar E!'I:'I'Eﬂ ﬂﬂ.dﬂ:—

1. A military library,
2. A drawing room for copying planz and containing a collect-
ion of the best plane and mape.

3. A dopositef all military information which eeuld be collected
frora the manuscripts of OMcers who now oceupy, or may formerly
have held staff situations ; or who may bave been employed upon
foreign service.

L L » L] L - = *

I am further to recommend the propriefy of two additional
clerks, and also two regular draftsmen, Treing granted solely for
the dutiss of this branch of the department, it having been found
{from the gremt pressure of busingss} mposaible to af)pljr the
clerks now in the office toany pwpose heyond the daily eorres-
pondence and detail,

Thea circumstances of this undertaking having heen entered
npon st the h:i&im'ii.ug ofa war hag retarded its progress, the more
publie sovvice having called for the attention of
the Officers intended to conduet it.
A beginning hns however been made, and books and meps to
the value of betwizt 2400 and £500 colleetod —
L] * L3 L] » ] L £

I am, Brm,
Yours,
{8d) FREDERICK."

From a letter of the Duke’s dated Angust 3rd, 1805, to
Viscount Cﬂst-laraa%h, it appears that the oftice was divided intotwo
branches, each under an * Officer of approved knowledge,” one to
have charge of the plans and mape and direct the drawing room,
the other to heve the direction ofp the manuscripte and library.

In addition twe D.AQBL.G%. were to be appointed to aid
these Officers,



