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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMPANY

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY

Tur story of cach sucecessive effort made by
those who have been aptly termed the Diritsh
Linpire Builders will be found, on examination,
to present  curtous  and  interesting parallel
features to those of similar enterprises  which
have preceded it In Queen Vicrona's Diamond
Jubiles Year, when so much Las been said
with practical unanimity of assent, about the
immense value to Enoland of that * Greater
Britain " which lies beyond the seas, s
difficult for the averave reader to realise how
cnormous 15 the change in public sentment
which this consensus of opinion represents. At
15



I lutvoductory

e diate o her Algesiv’s accession, as well as
for some vears before amd after it enthusisis
e colonisation were Tooked upon as nuisances
sl disturbers of the public peace, or, in other
wiords, VY N hom the saume H:{l‘lt in which
Mo Cectl Rhudes ds regaeded au the present
iy b the mest renctionary aomong the * Liele
|".11'___;|:1|1:] ' |'.'u‘L}_

Ty 11!'%;;;&:'[] ol thee |'!'f4 et vessels of the
Semth Australtan Company,  without  waiting
oo that ofticiad sancton which had so long been
soucht fnoviin, as narrted inothe suceceding
peces. my he Gaken as v pe of what happened
at the founding of admost every serdement I
Biritish colomisers of that die. When the New
Aealand Company, which founded the present
capitil b the sonthern colony, failed to pass its
Jrlli] i-|| |]1|' |||’|FF-':' '.ll- Lqiﬂ'l.”l“”":-u E!T”I ':Illh:'.t]}r
litted] up the ship *Tory ' o convey a party
under Colonel Wakefield, (we Briush Govern-
ment desprtehed the warship © Denid " 1o chase
the cxpedivon and bring s leaders 1o their
SR When Baoman and ethers of s
colonising assoetatiom, tired oot with waiting for
oficid sunction lor tivir proposed  settlement

o L [t sitee ol .‘Hu;Hml_Trm_-, crossedd Bass's
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Strait with a few sheep and began pastoral
operitions near Port Phillip, they were warned
that they could not bhe regarded i any other
light than as wespassers and intruders. Even
in New South Wiades che mrroduetion of the
first free settlers, which was the real begmnimy
of the true settlement of that great colony, was
opposed  most bivterly by officials and legis-
lators.

No active hosthues of course were, oany
of these cases, inttiated agaunst the enthusiastc
colonisers,  That wonld have heen oo ridicu-
lous,  DBut the sljirit m which cvory :L]‘niﬂ{{:uﬁuu
for leave to colonse FHTY ]n::rrt?:::n of the mamense
undeveloped territory of the Brush Empire
was received, found its ordinary expression in
some such appeal as thae of the statesman who
wWils L;n:1nl'.i]|l_l.';l||'r|.' exclamims, CWhy cannot YO
lee it alone 27 Tt almost seemed as of, in s
recard, the seuled policy of England had heen
fruned indinterpreted on the prineiple Lid down
by another eminent politician that * To  do
anyvthing which you are not obliged o do, must
necessartly be owrong, At any rate 1t was i
tacit recognition of such an muh:r&-;uuu‘[ing that
the E‘r'nl.‘:[n‘ Builders of  those (I;L}Ei .gmi:-redl}‘
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