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THE EARLY SCHOOLS OF LEXINGTON.
By Awoxzo E. Locke, Reap DECEMEER 10, 138q.

As the old town records have been aboutb the only
source from which T could deaw in making up this paper,
it mecessarily becomes, Lot great extent, simply o collecs
tion of dates and mames; but, a3 T cannot find that Lhe
numerous entdes appearing on the records concerning
the eurly schools hove ever heen broughl Logelher 15 a
concise manner, I have considered it well to put then in
the form of this paper for future refercnce.

Starting with the building of the frst school-howse in
i714, I have come down to 18oq, at which time the school-
houses were locited in and served muoch the same territory
as the schoold of to-day. IU iz eéxceedingly intercsling Lo
note the changes in the character and number of the
schoods, and it is cortainly creditable o the town that it
was ever ready to sostain as good schools ns the times
demanded and il conld consizlently alford.

The frst record we find concemning @ school or school-
house for our town was made Novemnber 2, 1514, when the
town “Veted to Erecl a schoolhouse =8 [L long, 2o L
wide, and & or g foot stud and that it be placed on land
purchased of Mugzey "—referring o the Common. In
this connection T would state that the land for the Common
was purchased at two differenl times, In syrr one and
one-half acres were bought, amd in 1721 another pere was
secured, giving the present area of our Common,

The timber for this first school-louse was teken {rom
the town's lands —the sumstedal lands, probally.  The
building was pluced near the site of the monument, gvi-
dently; for later om, in the town reports, this part of the
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Commen 1s spwken of 08 Schoel-hevse Hill, Nothing is
zaid in the recenls a3 o the completian of the school-
fonse, bt it owos vetel e August zq, 1515, "“That the
Town will have a school and Lo chose o commiites L s0-
cute o teacher that will meet the law."

But pat tifl the next vear did the toan vote to prosdde
motey [or the scheal. . Max 1o, 1716, the iollowing com-
prehensive vote waz pazsed: "Voted Les for school.  Also
ihat all schalare that coms 10 2cheal paie 2 penz per week
for reading. 3 pens lor wrightisng and sipbering acd whi
that amounla Ly at the end of the yeir so much ol the
Lr3 to be deducted aml sugipas] o thee Toiwn Treasury
whilst the rewt vear and that 4 commities provide a school
mazter 43 e law divecrs.”

With such spelling wnd =ach mapner of expreassion,
surcly the Lown clerk bimzell should  have cortributed
his penee anil uilempled the mestery ol spellig,

Tt docs not apprarc thet the schoot wes opened antil
ghont Movember 1, v9u6; Ier the selectmen on Aarch 18,
1347, resolved to pay Captain Josepk Tstabrock Loy for
five months, ending the lass of March, 1719

Juseph Estabrook, Leaingion’s st schoolmastor, was
o brother of Rev, Bewjuomin Estalsock, Lexinglon's fivst
minisler.  They were song of Rev, Juseph Estabrook of
Concard.

In Wy, r9ry, the =eloctmen weded Ly eslablish female
achaols, —that iz, for glz and veung children. one in
the northeand cne in the seath pare of the toen. At fhis
fime, i1 mugt be remembered, there were few howses in
ihe village.

May, 1763, the town voted Lhet five Iemale schools e
sel upn une al the centee, the ethers as convenient,

There was but ome school Imilding, —chat in the vitlage,—
and in the town records thiE i3 spoken of as ' the school-
bouse.”  The districe schools were held at different howses,
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thee people of the district furnizhing the vroom. A Mrs.
Clapp tanght in the school-house in the aummer of 1718,
hui Captain Estabrook had tpughl during the previeus
winter,

May 170 17100 the town “voled to have a school kept
in Lowrn bhe full vear, a moving school, to be kept a quarter
of a yesrin a place™; bul the oext town mecting rescinded
the vote, and school wns kept the whole yeir in the school-
house,

The selectmen at this time agreed with Sir John Han-
cock to ket the school for £40,

On Seplember 12, 1720, itowas voled Lo have o prammr
school five months in the year, Caplain Eslabirook
ngain keeps Lhe school. as he did also the next year, 1921,
Wodhing s sabd of the schools in the outskirts of the
LowT.

On May 17, 1722, £235 was voted for schools, and female
schools were kepl in two places, but none in the village.

August 17, 1723, L23 lor grammar school in school-
huuse.

Aay 14, 1724, L25 was voted for a grammuar schoeol at
the school-house, each scholar to pay [our pence per week,
Caplain Fatabrook was still leaching, but in last guerter
if 1724 Juhn Sparhpwk’s name appears.

Although the town voted in 1724 to have a grammar
schood, 18 8 evident that the selectmen did not carry oul
the votc, for the town is complained of to the Court lor
not having i grammar school.

About this time John Bowman kept the school. He
lived on the old road lending (rom Arlington Heights to
Watertown Street, the road from East Lesington to
Waverey (the ol house s now standingh.®  Later he mar-
ried o daushier of Parson Hancock, and became o minister
and a very prominenl moan of Dorchester,

"1t wes dvetrsyod by fire Apeil 1, ogay



