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ADVERTISEMENT.

Mn., Mavnice, whese disconrses on the
Lored's Prayer are given in thisvolume, died
in London, April 1, 1872 [lis life and his
writings have been soneees of strength to @
coneration of Foglishmen, sud his death has
ealled forth the affectionate uiteraunee of sin-
coere monreners,  His writings have been reud
cach year with inerensing inferest in Amer-
ey amd while some of thew are local in
their application und temporaey in their in-
verest, many more are of general service and
viluable not only to professional students
here, but to those belonging to that large
elass of men and women ountside of the min-
isterinl profession, whe are proloundly con-
eerned in the study of the Bible and in the-
ologieal diseussion.  Mr. Maurice's writings,
however, are rather helps to the stadent in
theology, than direct congributions to that



iv ADVERTIESENMENT.

seignce.  The leading characteristic of them
is the use of spiritual truths in the sclution
of problems of life, whether those problems
are stated in terms of politics, religions and
social ohservance, or morals, Indeed nothing
Hnpresses ong more in reading the writings
of this man, than the absence of customary
boundary lines in thought. He has one not
method for the investigation of scientific
guestions and another for easuistry 3 he does
not regard politics and religion as independ-
ent and separate provinees of thouglt and
action ; and therefore it Is that in preach-
ing to Englishmen he speaks to English-
men, and not distinetively to members of
the Chuorch of England. any more than he
would, if addeessing a political gathering,
speak to voters.  Therefore it i3 also that
his labors amengst working men always hul
n power springing from lis recognition of
them as & coustitvent part of the State, and
not as members of a sooial elasa.

To speak briefly, My, Maurice shows in
his writing o constant desire to et at the
hroad, fundamental experience of humanity,
e recognizes social and religious differ-
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enees in men only to point sut more clearly
the real likeness. What he Las to sav is
said  to s brethren; and  exclusiveness,
whether in religion or society seems to him
the gravest peril of Church or State. The
prictical temper of his mind led him to put
his work inte wction rather than into litera-
ture.  His books are tracts generally, mather
than  treatises, sugeested by inmonediate
needs, vet always bottomed on large, com-
preliensive principlea.  Haeis careless of mere
scholustic distinetions ; he writes to get at
the heart of things, e uses Lrerature for an
end, and does not make an end of literature
itself. One begins to read Ing writings with
the expectation of finding eventually some
definite system of thought to which they
may be referred, but discovers at last that
Mr. Maurice is not a systematie theologian ;
that he has positive convietion, a determi-
nate faith, but has never formally abstracted
it from its place as a motive power and given
it & dogmatic shape. The personality of
the man, hopeful and selemn, large and ean-
did, yet sometimes sarcastic and slightly
contemptuous, is impressed upon his writing,
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and must have been a strong influence in
the society which surrounded him. He has
been the canse of much thought in others,
and it may fairly be expected that his in-
fluence through his writings will continue
to be felt both in Atneriea and in England,
The incidents of his life are easily summed
up. John Frederick Denison Maurice was
born in 1805, His father was o Unitarian
minister, whose character scems to have been
cast somewhat in the mould in which the
son's was formed, Maurice was a student
at Trinity College, Cumbridge, where his
tutor was Julins Hare, and his bosom friend
wug John Sterling, He did not take his
degree, from conscientions seruples against
signing the Thirty-nine Articles, and went
up to London, where he engaced in literary
pursuits in compuny with Sterling, The
“ Athenmum " was mainly conduected by
them for a year and a half, Of Maurice's
influence on Sterling, Sterling Lhimself writes:
“ Of what good you have found in the * Ath-
enseum,’ by far the larger part is attributable
to Maurice. When I have done any good, T
have seldom been more than a pateh of sand
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to receive and retain the impression of his
footsteps,” It has been remarked by an
American scholar that there were two Eng-
lishmen who might have written history to
sume  purpose, De Quincey and Maurice ;
and the London * Athenmum,” in noticing
this period of Maurice’s activity, writes:
‘ Had Mr. Maurice finally resolved to abide
in literature as hisealling, he would have been
the author of many rich suggestions and dis-
coveries in the fields of criticism and history,
and the world might have found in him a see-
ond Erasmus, but with a conrage and faith
and passionate devotion to truth, which are
conspicnous by their absence in the first one,”
sut Mr, Maurice had the genios of a pro-
found worker in him more emphatically
than of a writer, and 1t was in the minis-
try that he saw his most etficient working-
place.  He enterod the Church, taking his
degree at Oxford, and thenceforward his
work was within its pale, though he refused
to accept the interpretation of the Church
amd its belief which were held by many of
the Doctors of the Church. The achool of
thinking in which he would be placed re-



