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NOTE—Bx mme Eprmoz.

Dr. Crnantrs BELL, the anthor of the following History of
Chestar,—his native Town—died in Concord, N. H,, of pulmo-
nary consumption, February 29, 1856, aged 22} years. Ou the
Sabbath atter his deccase, the Rev. Dr. Bouton, in & foneral dis-
course, thus spake of him :

“ Dr. CaarLes Bror, son of the late Hoo. Sawmoer Bern, of
Cheater, dying at the esrly age of 221 years, pussessed qualities
of mind znd heart which rendersed him w fit model for young men
Jjust entering on the stage of socinl and publie life. Natorally of
a serene, gmiablo and obliging temper, he sought to promoie the
heppiness of all whe were about him, His mind, of & high order,
was improved by study from eurly childbhood, Ilia acquisiticns in
general knowledge, in lNierature and science, and more especially
in the stodies of his proftesion, distinguished him among the
young men of hin age, aud pave large prowmise of. usefuluess, and
suceess in the professional career which he had auspiciously
begun.

Thoogh of geninl socinl qualities, gificd in eonversation, he yet
wagted no time o amusements aud fastivities which eould neither
improve his mind nor his heart ; rather he looked on sueh things
nz unworthy of & being pressed wirh reaponsibilities and acting for
immortality. Doet. Bell possessed a [arge religious reversnce—
respect for all things sacred—for the word of God, the worship of
his house, the Sabbath and institutions of religion : on these sub-
Jects vo levity ever marked his conversation or deportment. At
sn early age, while & member of Brown Upiversity, in Providenee,
R. 1., he was personally the subject of these spiritual influcnces
and exercises that are usual anteccdents of a new life ; and over
after he seemed to live in the foar and love of God, and to be gov-
erned by the prioeiples and precepts of Christianity.
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But < death loves o shining mark [* and it early marked him
for ila vietim! ¢ The days of his yontl were shortensd.” That
pale, serene, thoughtful, intellizent fate we shall see no more !
QOur hopea of his rising and permanent distinetion are blasted |
yet he lived not in wain, Subject to pulmonary disease, his
death was sudden. His mortal remaing were conveyed to his na-
tive Town, to be interred awong his honored kindred aod friends,
His spirit, we truat, is aasociated with ©the spirits of the juat
made perfeet ; * while his example livea—worthy of the imitation
of all the youth who know him, or to whom his name and virtoes
shall become known."

It is a siriking prool of the mental neiivity, capaeiiy and good
Jadgment of the aothor, that the materials for thiy Tlistory wers
eollected, srranged and cumposed by him, wheo he was only
sighteen years of aga. Yot the history will be found acouraie and
relisble. It hns been submitted to the mature judgment and re-
eeived the approval of the Hon. Sawver DI Berx, of Manchester,
N. H., by whose Iiborality the work in now published.

This History, first poblished in the Tth Volume of Colleetions
of the N, H. Higtorical Society, is now published in jls present
form for more genersl distribution,

N, BOUTON, Editor.

Coneord, June, 1963,



' FACTS -RELATING TO CHESTER.

1719. In the stouner of the year 1719, a Society was
formed, principally by mhabitants of Hampton, Haverlill, New-
bary and Portamouth, * for settling the Chestoutt Country,” of
which the first mecting recorded, and probably the first holden,
was in the open forest, withiti the limite of the present town of
Chester, sud most likely on Walsut Hill. This meeting was on
the 15th of October of the same year.

A petition had already been preferred to the government {Sept.
24th,) by Clement Hughes, prayiog for the grant of a township,
and stating that * gundry persona fren the Provines of Maasa-
chuseits Bay ™ were sbout to petiticn for the same land. Mr.
Hughes and his company demacded the preference, * havinz been
ai o vast cxpenec of blopd and fressure to madintain the.same
aguingt the enemy.” Thizs was the nkuel reason given why pre-
ference should be shown o soy poarticolar company. It is wery
unlikely that any ‘¢ bleod ™ or * trensure ™ was expended, ot that
time, on eecount of the tract.  This petition wes not granted, ss
it did wot inelude the Governor and hia Council among the Pro-
prietors. At this meeting it was deeided that the Soeiety shonld
oot exceed ninety individuals, aod this pumber being then ineom-
plete, such persous were to be admitied az should be thmlghl.‘
proper by & eommittee of aeven, chosen each year io sszume the
management of all the Bociely’s affairs, to call mostings s ofien
aa should be thought necessary, and “fe act in all other matters
that they should think proper for the good of the whole Soeiety.”

Ichebod Robie, Jacob Stenyan, Calelh Towle, Joseph Tilten
and Michael Whidden, all of Huwpton, were chosen to lay out the
home lots of 20 acres ench, in which all privileges of sireams were
reserved for the use of the Soctety, Thomas Leavitt and two
others, whose names are unknown, were placed on the land to
maintain possession whilst a grant could be obtained.
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The second meeting of the Boeiety weas holden at Hampton,
Dec. 20th.

The difficulties which preceded Lovewell's war had just begun,
and at the above meeting it was provided that, in cese of & war,
before the three years, to which time they proposed to limit the
settlament, ghould axpire, the same length of tima should be al-
lowed after the conclusion of s peace. The bome-lots having
been laid out, the Proprietors, to the number of eighty eight,
drew their lots respectively, and nof long after, the number hav-
ing heen increased, contrary to their first intention, to 127, the re-
mainder drew.

1720. In the following March the Socicty voted to with-
draw the flrst petition, thea pending, and * whea there should be
a eonvenient season,” to prefer amother. This second petition
wag also drawn up by Clement Haghes, and presanted the 24th of
May following ; it was kopt suspended umil Auog, 26th, when a
grant was made * provided that they did not infringe on, or iater-
fore with, any former grant, possessions, or properfies,” and »
committee of P’roprietors eppeinted to procure the land laid out.
This grant eanveyed a tract of couvley comprizing 100 eq. miles to
the Society.

Io return for this favor they woted to preacnt his Exeellency,
the {ovcronor, with a farm of 500 acres, which was laid out “as
near the centre of itha town ag pozaible without incommaoding their
own house lote.”  Guov. Shute’s Farmn began, at ite sonthern limit,
pear the house of Elijeh Hall, and extended on that read, then
known as * Penaconk path,” ag far az where Jacol Chase Hives,
then it apread towards the Northeast nearly as far sz Roymond
line. '

#  Ti does not appear with certainty whether any Indiau title was
evor posseased by the Boecicty, but it is probable that there was
not, or some record would remain of the purchase ; among the ac-
eounts, however, presented by Mr. Hughes, who acted iu the ca-
pacity of their Becretary, iz charged five shillings “ for & copy of
an Iodiso dead.”

As a fence had been built, in the first Instance, round the South-
orn part of the tract, but little diffienlty was expericneed from
trespassers ; there were, however, certain * Haverhill people ™




