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PREFACE.

It would be a manifest impertinence for the writer of
this brief book to name the professors in Union Theological
Seminary to whom he is under a sense of grateful obligation.
For he is still a student in that institntion and is working in
regular course for its diploma. But he is unwilling to let
these pages be printed without saying how greatly he is in-
debted to Professors Gottheil and Prince of Columbia Uni-
versity, Both have shown him, to his frequent despair, what
it is to be a Semitic scholar, Without the suggestion and
stimulus of the former, chapter I'V of this thesis would not
have been written at all. Without the wonderfully helpful
encouragement of the latter, the writer, much as ke enjoys
the oriental languages, might sometimes have lost heart in
studying them,

BEN]. W. ROBINSON.
New York, May 20, 1908,
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