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A note from a ¥ respectable physician, printed at
110, and testifying to the extraordinary efSeacy of
FEE*HW Mode of Treating Deafness described by Mr,
Yearaley, will be read with interest by the profession.
We have ourselves seen the remedy applied by Mr.
Yearsley in several enses of n tly incurable deafness,
and in some of those casca the effect produced appeared
to be almoat mirsculous. This happy discovery establishes
for our profession another ¢laim to public gratitude and
respect.—Leading Article of Tue Lawcer, July 22, 1848,

Lasneet, page 110.—To the Editov of the Lancef,

Sim,~=Allow e, thtough the medivm of your journal, to exproea
my deep obligation to Mr. Yearsley for the suocessful application of bis
important dlseorery, o the person of my own son, who, o ronssquencs
of lrin rlait to that gentleman this morning, 1a enakled to exjoy, without
effort, the sonversazion of his friends—an advantage from which be haa
been debarred for years. I am, Bir, yonrs faithfolly,

CmasrEs Jamzs Fox, M.D.

am, Wenr Broad Street, City,
July, 1648,

Lanseh, page 1845.

Sin,~T fzel very grest pleasurs in bearify my bestimmony t0 the
walnt of My, Yearsley's impontant diecovery in the trestmonmt of Deaf-
ness from perforation of the memb. trmpand. . . . . & discovery which
1 sonadder in importauee second L0 oowbing whish has been brought
before the profession for noany yeard—] sm, Bir, yoor obediegt gervant,

Teowie BipuETT,
Eath, Fuly, 1548, Songpecn to the Bath Ear and Eye Infirmery.

Te Jowter Fraraley, o

DEaAR Bin,—Heving witoessed with dhe highest sstisfastion snd
delight the happy amd mest surprising Tesuli of your pperstion npon
one of my patienis sl the Eya and Ear Inflemary, who lshoured mmder
deafneas from perforation of the drnm of the ear, I beg to cxproes 1o
yono my warmést Wbl and, ai Lhe same tme, o sineers hops that you
will gratify sl# profession at largs in clis wown by & publio exhibition of
thie meat simple and beandiul applicadon of the art of sargery. —1T have
the honeur ko remain, dewr S4r, yoor most sbedisnt servant,

Jonw Erwanns, M.Ir,

ﬂanﬂhe Burgecns to tha Lbverpool Eye and Ear Isfrmary,
Livarpoal, 1 & Sbrest,
ﬂpt.sla;. 194,

Extract from a Letler from Dr. Nogterath, of Brusrells, speciolly
engeped in the dreodment of IMacases of fhe Eye and Ear, fo
James Yearsley, Eog,

1 have read with the highest interast an ecocunt of your valusble
diseovery of the artificial tympanom. 1 hed formaerly treated the som of
my friend, Dr. Alloway, who hat beon lately nnder your cars, and am
delighted to eoe the immense benefli be hus derived from your method

O Creslre k.
Frarelies, 78, Roe dela Paills,

Fept &, 1E4p



PREFACE.

Waew circumstances transpired which appeared to
indicate that the time bed arrived at which it was
incumbent on me to promuolgate an important medieal
fact that 1 had repeatedly verifiasd in my pructice, T
considered it to be my firet duty to make it known
to the profession of which I am a member; snd,
with this view, I selected 8 medinm through which I
believed it would attain preat professional publicity—
Tue Lamcer, From that publication the following
pages ars reprinted, for circolation emong those
equally entitled to my consideration—namely, patienta
who, during the last fow years, have done me the
honour te ceasult me, many of whom it wes my pain-
ful duty to promounce inemrable by any messures
ordinarily adopted for the relief of Deafness. To these
I would recommend a careful perosal of the following
pages, for to meny of them the new treatment will
doubtless afford relief.

Twelve montha have now elapsed since the new
mode of treatment hereio propounded was first made
known to the profession. Daring the previous
six years I had frequently proved its vslue in my
practice, but its publication was withheld for ressons
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which recent experience shows to have been well
founded, Mapy difficultien beset the inexperienced
surgeon in hin sttempts to use the remedy, and
failores have prompted all sorts of devistions from
my own well-matored method of applying it, justi-
fying the observations made st pages 9 and 10.
Substitutea for water for moistening the cotton have
besn suggested, such e cod liver oil, glycerine, snd
other syrupy fluids, all more or less cohjectionable,
on account of their elogging or irritating the passage
of the ear, which, if adopted, would inevitably mer the
effect of the remedy, however skilfully spplied. I
firmly believe that cotton wool, moistened with dis-
tilled water, warmed fo the temperaturs of the body,
will never be supersedad.

It is far from my wish to disasurege the attempts of
others “to place aright these magical hits of wool,”
bet truth compels me to add, thet, simple s it weold
appear, it is an operation requiring the most delicate
tact to manipulete with sncoess, which great expe-
rience only can confer.

Jaugs YEARSLET.

10, Savile-row, SL James's,



OF A

NEW MODE OF TREATING DEAFNESS,

HIC.

{ Beprinted from ihe Lavoer.)}

Ur to the present time, no suecesaful mode of treating
perforations of the membrane of the drum of the ear,
either as respects the restoration of the membrane, or
the relief of the accompanying deafusss, has been dis-
covered. The only mesns resorted to for the latber
purpose have been the removel of pus or moeus from
the tympanal cavity by eyringing, or rendering It free
by passing air through the perforation, by way of the
Eustachian tube. Either of thess proceedings will
produce s temporary improvement of the hesring in
capps where the tympenum soffers from obstruction,
but in many others, when such a etate does not obtain,
they are of little, if of any service, Another mode of
treatment, bui one directed to the renovation of the
drum, is the employment of mercury, with a view to
produce “a new creation of membrane” The trans-
Iator of Eramer’s work {Dr, B. Bennett} has referred
to such a case, but it was not attended by results that
would justify others in puresing a similar treatment.
In this case, one-fourth of the membrane was gone,
but, under the influence of mercury (7) a thin pellicle
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extended over the aperiure, which led to the hope that
an artificial membrane would form. But, in the frst
place, I believe ¢ patient would be in much better con-
dition, with a loss of one-fourth of the membrane, than
with either an artificial membrane or a cicatriz; in
the next, I doubt whether the suppozed membrone was
snything more than a film of mueus, such as Frequently
fills wp & perforation in the drum; at all events, it
disappeared ss mysteriously as it bed formed. The
hearing was at firat stimulated, but, sfter the mereurial
course, the ouditory orgen gradoally became, as is
ugtial in soch cases, more and more torpid

I bave now, however, the ¢xtreme gratification of
promulgating a mode of relief” for deafness attended by
loas of the membrane tympeni, which will cavee great
surprise among the readers of Tuwx LawceT, not less
from its extremc simplicity, than from the extra-
ordinary success which generally attends itz employ-
ment.

In 1841, & gentlemzo came from New York, to
gongult me uvnder the following cirenmstances:—He
had been deaf from an early aze, and on examination,
I fouud grest disorganizetion of the drum of gach car,
On my remsrking this tn him, he replied, * How is it,
then, that, by the most simple means, I can produee in
the left car n degree of hearing quite safficient for all
ordinary purposes; in fact, so satisfied am I with the
improved hearing which I can myself prodnce, that I
only desire your assistance on behalf of the other ear.”
Struck by his remark, I again mede a careful exa-
mingtion of ench ear, and observing their respective
conditions, I begged him to show me what he did to
that ear, which I should unohesitatingly have pro-
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nounced beyond the reach of remedial art. 1 was at
once initiated into the mystery, which consisted of the
insertion of a epill of paper, previously moistened at
ita extremity with saliva, which he introduced to the
bottom of the passage, the effect of which, he said, was
“to open the ear to a great imcrease of hearing.”
This improvement would semetimes continue an hour,
a day, or even & week, without requiring a repetition
of the manipulation. Buch an interesting fact could
not fail to excite my attention, and it naturally
oconrred to me fo try 50 simple & method in other
cases. I did so in several which appeared to me to be
identicel with that of my patient, but I invariably
failed. I was on the point of abandoning the ides that
the remedy could ever be made available in practice,
and of consideriug either that my American patient’s
case was unlike all others, or that it depended on
some idicsyncragy, when it happened that & young
lady came under my carn, by the recommendation
of Mr. Squibb, surgeon, of Occhard-stréeat.  She was
the daughter of weslthy parents, whose snxiety for
her relief was so great ss to induce them to bring
her to me long afler T had diseouraged their risits,
and openly expressed my ionability to relieve her. She
had become deaf st & very early epe, after scarlatina,
which hed produced disorgenization of the drum of
esch ear, and the deafness wes extreme. Unwilling,
however, to abandon hope, her friends continuned to
bring ber to me, in order, a3 they said, that * nothing
might be lelt untried,” With little expectation of
success, after so maoy previous failures, I was indoced
to apply the new remedy, with some modifications
upon my previous experimenta, Instead of adopting
B2



