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PREFACE.

It has been truly said of nations as of indi-
viduals, that the great epochs in their history
depend upon causes which have long been
pperating.  The process is, perhaps, unob-
served until some slight eircumstance all at
once develops what has been the growth of
years. Those who look at this result often
imagine that it is in reality, as il appears to be,
the oeccarrence of a moment 3 but a discern-
ing eye detects in it the combined influence
of mnumerable past events.  Perhaps we are
never more foreibly reminded of this princi-
ple than when we examine the origin of the
Reformution 1o Europe. T several different
L'.l'_?ll.'l'ltl'i_l.!ﬁ,, rl]H‘I.I‘FEI. ]lbl' IL H'il:]Lu]ill.]l.l‘l:'IJa il'll]ﬂ]]ﬁ-l'.
anid without inter-comumenication, error and
saperstition gave place to trnth and freedom
of thought, Buch nerisis in the intellecwual
and moral history of wations (however modi-
fied by attending cirevinstances) must ever he
conlemplated witl indense interest.

T



5 FREFACE.

e ts ensy 1w tree the vinoos nfluences
which distinetively marked the character ol
this mighty movemen: in Germany, Switzer
bund and Fronee. 1o the two first of these
kingdoms it met with o comparatively shorts
lived opposition, atd s progress wos characs
ti'l_'i_;-:i_!l] ll."" 1.ri'|||['l'||!]$- I'Il.lhl_'r lhﬂ[ﬁ TV rsers, 1'.:“.:
in France, it was the beginning of an almost
endivss series of ﬁil‘lp_f':['.'r:-i. ltr o other conne
try has troth eneountwred such resistanee from
the Dmmorality of the people; an obstacle
pnere hiflicull o overemine than the most fop-
midalle array of theoretes] Leresies 3 and in
no other country did the reformed endare so
much for the saloe of their relicion, Dutif i
ts by rreeat vici=sitndes that the Licher princis
i||.|.':" l.ll. QT Iiiﬂ.ll i R I']I!'-'i_'ll:lj:ll;,"'l.']. Wi I'I'I{l_.”. I}I!
Fewarded for studying o nareative which in
every other aspeet = paindul,  We shall meet
with scenes which call-d fortly the slrongesl
coredes of their wetors . owe =hodl God obde

hasactess that were made more noble by the
discipline of sulfering.



