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Ho. 1] Wodnosday, Ootober 1, 1858 [Bries 14.

EDITORS3" FPREFACHE.

Isthmpagu, ender the title of * Half-Hours with the Froe-
thinkers," it is our inten to collect in & readable form an abatract of the

;:ﬂmbinﬂmhmdsofﬂ:emmnrm & kmowledge of works and
workers—some of which and whom otherwise ba ont of théir reach —
will ba recgived by all in a favourable light W shall, in the eoorse of otr
ﬁmﬁm,h“umdulﬂlh many writers whose opinfons widely differ
war own, and It ehal! be onr care te deal with them , arid in
cases to allow them & obter in their own words their easential
‘Wea lay no claim to origh in the moda of treatimenf—wea will
vour to call the chodeest vrd from the garden, and if others can mdke &
brighter or better boogoet, we ghall be glad to heve thelr asistance. We
hmmhmutﬂminﬁn,mdthﬂimmmdﬁﬂmdlm
int aad
we

%-5

thooghts to cur reeders, hoping to indece like thinki

i woble work may noblo thonghts,

trenting of have fiso bien Free Workers, endenvourlig o raism
s minds from and bigotry, and place hefore them a know:
of the real, IFf, therefove, each of oor readers wifl o
, & standard, and strive to rafse himsell or herself 1o #, we be well
for any troobls our little work may give ms, helieving that as meh
Mnmlmmmhnppm,'ﬂmmﬂmwﬂfﬂﬂ
through their several circles, oXorclsing an ele G
mﬂmormrwmikwﬂ]hpmdm% %&W
receive, but t prevent diswppointment, we sate that it {8 our intention,
in auy event, to issne sufticient anmbers o form a volame,
anmmmﬂﬁﬁparmﬁnhmm the papers are cof-

£1p
1h

Ei

Hume, e , Taylor, Carlile, Owan,
#ﬂfmﬂiﬁn mm'indmedt:'hmm‘ﬂﬂf-ﬁmnﬂmm
thinkers* in oon oe, not only of the dificulty whith many have in
cbtaining the of the Old Freethinkers, bt also as no affective
ANEWET to S0ME which have lately appoared it coctaln

are 80 of agtes to the ganeral mass st the pressnt dey.
[Publisked Fortnightly.]



DES CARTES.

Bmwn pes Canres Dureeron, beiter known as Des Carles, the father of
modern philosophy, was born at La Hays, in Tonraine, of Breton parents,
nasr I.hudmnf the sixteenth century, at a time when Bacon was ke the
nﬁnn.r‘sil][lﬂ shed mew rays of bright light over the then dark
n-nﬂd Iimldf mother o ﬂmCam:dled while he was but a
& sickly child, he began to take part in the battle

ufhl‘q mth huthmeappwuu of ever posseasing the eapability for setion
on the minda of hhl; !:Ilu:l, whmhﬂ;: afterwardds s 'n’uulltr:“r exercised.
Debarred, however, yaical w eds from man ish poramita,
hﬂd&m].hlmﬂﬂfh}shs iﬂhumhutrmuﬂrdw hrnyamh
the title afihnymngpblbﬁupbm’ from his cagerncss to learn, and

his aarnest enﬂewmrlllqumqanduperimmmﬂmm_rpm

'blqm ted to his notice, He was edocated fn the Jesuits” Collage of
; aod the monoment erected to him st Steckbolm informs oa
*Thn mﬂﬂlﬂtl‘mﬂngfﬂrﬂaﬂhdq,mhmabﬂﬁ

d‘huexpemims, betook himsell” to the army in Germeny snd Hun-
g:.?md{hﬂaﬁanﬂmmmnm hours in comparing the mysteries
nstare with the laws of mathematios, daring to that
ﬂumm@nmua 10 the other. Quitting, therefore, all other
pureuits, he retived to & little village wesr E@minﬂu-'lmi.wbew
tweniy-five years in continaal reiding and meditation, he effected

hh.lﬂldxltﬂ] Discourse on Method,” be saye, * As 000 a8 my age
mhhﬂumrwmlwwrpmu%jﬂnnmdrnfkm;
and, resolving to #eek no other sciemca than ch T gould find in
myeelf, or alse in the book of the world, I employed the remainder of
my youth in sesing courts and camps—in frequenting prople of
bym and eonditions—in collecting varicns experiences;
abore all, in endeavouring to dnvmpmﬁlahhreﬂ.em from What

saw. For it seemad to ma that I ahould meet with mare truth i the rea-
which sach mean makes in his own affairs, and which, if w .
muwn,mm ﬁi.‘.m&,ﬁminthmmnmgawhmhmﬁ
er makes in his !g::lnnmwm produse no efect,
and which are of no eonrequence to axcept perhaps thet he will be

At the age of thirt Des Cartes retired from the world for & period
daigt;‘;mmﬂhuudndnnmm nﬂ’eclulldmm;tlmunu.lluhn
th residence was unknown to his friends, He there prepared the
Meditations,’ and * Discourse on Method,” which have since caunsed so
Wwﬁmﬁzﬂnwm“ﬁu hlﬂfﬂpltﬂmhmkﬁ
a3 phi thinkers, becams Enropean in fame; and, invited
Glﬂﬁhunfﬂ#&dnn,hammdhrhgﬂum,hmﬂmm nflbﬂellli’:
maty proved too much for his delieste frame, and be died at Btockholm in
the year 1650, from inflammation of the Inngs, being fifty-four years of age
at the time of his death,

Ducam-m the most original thinker that France had up to
date ; and, contemporary with Bacon, he exercised & powerful

E
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inflnence on the progress of thought in Eaorope; but
thinker, he was not & brave man, and the fear of giving
choreh and government, bas certainly preventad him from m
some of hig writings, and perhaps has toned dowm some of those
whnh,wllmuﬂruumrod, took & higher flight, and wﬂkﬁlllhmmthn
truth itself,
§ The futher and founder of the dednetive method, Des Cartes still proudly
reigny to the present day, althoogh some of his conclnsions have heen over-
turned, snd others of hwﬂnikmi:hmhbmmnulhmndmm which
Mnamar 3 to dream of, g;hmw;lﬂmmm.dumrﬂ
vanchg emmm, to separate from theclogy, therchy
striking abh:ilﬂwinjn aﬂbct.hl:mmdaﬁmdh Moc;:. ita dun-mﬁha va
o tion, on all priesteraft. In hisd 1l tationa,'
fmw.al thonght that the two goestions of the existénce of :i:l.'
thmn],mﬂm clnﬁ?m‘ﬂmoeﬂmhmghtm be demon-
Mrﬂmrhjrphhmph; by thenlogy : Mn]ﬂ:m;h;tumm

tbahndjﬂtduumaaampm-b}nmhmmmmﬁﬂsh any

, unless we flrst prove to them these two by nataral reason,
Mgr&llﬁqnm faith, he fonnd that ha most an anti new
path in which mmrc.hwlthmumn. the old ways weres so with
pricste and Dibles, that progression wonld have been This

ave ud his metbod. He wanted o starting point from w. to redason,
gome indigputable fact upon which to found future thinkin

* He has given ng the detailed history of kis doobts, He haa told ns how
he found that be coold, wmm,muﬁm?hng%
owh existence. He poshed his seepticism o the
‘There he stopped: ﬁmmﬂﬂmminbummbﬁﬂmmulu
&n irresistible faet, an irreversitle certainty. Firm groond was discovered.
He could doubt the existence of the exdernal world, and treat it as a phan-
tasm, He could doubt the existence of God, and treat the belisf a8 a super-
atition. But of the existence of his own thnhn;.dmhhn md.wmrt
of dooht was possibla, He, the doubtar, existed u:{«mﬂg existad,
mmthumrmmhmmhlsm&mummh
]Jﬂmryrnﬂ.thai:ﬂlnﬂubiuhlenﬂalmy Heoce famous Cogit,

I think, therefore I am."—{ Lewes's Bio. Hist. Fhil.) i

Ptmdmg&mthluﬁhlﬂl]’ulhnﬂmﬁﬁﬂu.ﬂﬂ[hﬂﬂmﬂumh
find othér equally certain fuets, mdﬁn‘thﬂ];::jpﬂu Ahe following
- doetrine and roles for onr puidance —The of all gertitnds fa con-
wciousneas, conscionsness is the sole foundation of absalato certainty, what-
m::ﬂnm:;lly muban-nu. ‘I‘lmprm therefore, ren
dered claar mmple: examine your MMIWII
will be a fact

He tells pa farther that all clear ideas are troe—that whatever is

and distinetly conceived is troe—and in these bie the vitality of his system,
the canse of the trutk of error of his thinki
mruuwmgmthemluhag:mulrwlbadumudw
uftmaldmfwn.mw{c.e..imperfutwm

*1. Kever to accept anything as troe bot w evidently so; to admit
nothing bat what so ¢ and distineily presenta itself ae tros, that there
can be oo reason to doubt it

‘2. To divide every question into as man m
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'3, To conduet the examination with order, begioning b lh%afob«ﬁn&'
mhmmmmmuumﬂlﬂd’mﬂm itla
i most eom;

£
|
i
:

o ok 'lm'h. Go;:humubdwt‘hu
basis of all certitude, everythin which you are iy and dstinctly
i ﬂﬂl'r!ing which you cledrly and distinotly eon-
i iihmimnhmgn.' g e
In ihess four roles we have the essential part of one half of Des Cartes
the iy equally im t, is the attempt io scive mets-
{:ﬂthﬂl mathematics]l aid, To mathematica he had devoted
i time it was who, st the age of twemty-thres, made tha
me:dmmm. Whikle deeply
studies and investigations, bo came to the con-
duhtmm“luyqunnflmﬂﬁnh-iwﬁﬁuﬁm,ud
of omeh more extended application, Tmpressod with the eortainty of the
eopolusions arrived at by die aid of mathemstical ressoning, he began to
| ]

|
Ei
i
£
:
E
|
E;

Eﬂmwﬁﬂ J&w e s

waa & fact—a fact abave and all logio; logic conld weither prova nor
disprove it 'I'be&pnq.cg: wi not new itself, but it wes the firet
stone of m new boilding—the first etep in & new roed: from this fast Des
iod to reach another, and from that othera.

physical principle is thet oothing exisis bet substance, which be
of ewa kinds—the one a substance that thinks, tha other a substance
ertended.  Actos] thooght and actosl extension are the essance of sob-
mance, 8o that tha thinking sobatance ceamot be withoot some scimal
thought, nor can saything be rewrenched from the extension of s thing,
muhw #0 much of ita sctual substanca, .
phy speculations, Des Cartes has allowed his imaginstion to
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ran very will His famouns theory of vortices is an exampls of thin
exienson to be the aasence of substanes, he denied the
of a vacuum by that sesumption; for if' extension be the essemee of sub-

Wi,

arg called matter of the frst dnmmt,whﬂethnnpbarieﬂ boles he calls
matter of the second element; and simce there woald be & Quantity of
this element, he sepposes it to be driven towarda the centra of sach vortex
by the circolar motion of the el that there it forms a large
ical body such as the sun. punt boing thes formed, and moving

t its own axis with the common matter of the vortex, would necessarily
ermmdmm.mwamunh bales of
sacond - element the wvortex; and this v a5 snch
mummt‘rﬂnlmpﬂh mmvlng.lttbamuhm:m,hg
45 moch as it losas in ite equatorial ﬂn..!..u:l,hyﬂ:uem
l'wldbaalﬂnmmg'rmﬁwﬂhuthu:;ﬁhh
the greatcr velogity; and she remoier, leas, And, farther: thoss
ghhnhwhhhmwﬂnmaﬂhamn.mmhuu]lm bacamsa,
were they greatar, nraquﬂ.ﬂlegwuld.bgmmohhmwlodmhms

nmnlfngqlﬁrua,andrm the gentra,

should nhmtedamlvﬂnm&,umhun‘mdm-finﬂu

# woild be for ever after carrisd lbuthyﬂwmutimnt’thmm
ﬂﬂm.{rpruudrm;an]mbﬂ,u receding from the son, and s0 beoyme

& planac , then, all thiz, we are naxt to imagine that oor
ajamma.t- st divided into_several vortioes, in the cemtre of esch of
aniﬂmﬂaphﬂmlbdﬂ and that some of thess being gradually

added, that in addition to the two elaments mentioned above, thoge particles
whhhm;nmt,lndh lnthemufndnchmmthmghhﬂlr
form, and still retain their ang proporiions, form a third clement,
mwmmm:mm;mh this state of cor work
ﬂmnehtnurdutywhamufgiﬁ:gamhnmﬁwnfthpﬁ-

‘s ideas, rather than s hi the yarious criticisms upon those
bieas, the more mepécially as our pages scurcaly affird room for & mode
of treatment.

Hum;ﬁ]mdh-muhud,ﬂu!lmpmdsdh\:applrﬂ. The basis
of certitude being conscionsness, be in his consciousmess, and
ﬁundtbuhhdmﬂuof:nhamumﬁmw.m-hmmle inde-
peadent, cmniscient, omnipotent. This he called an ides of God: b wid,
“1 exist 5a & misorably impe ﬂmhhm;nn‘w_\mww
ineapable of croating find. by fiminde thek L wm ek ee
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infinite; by my lisbility to change that Tam not the immuable; by
i ca that 1 am mot the ¢mniscient: in short, b}'mrninimpurmim

t I am pot the perfect. Yot an infinite, immutable, omoiseient, and per-
foet being must exiet, becanse infinity, immutability, omniscience, and par-
fection are applied as eorrelatives in my ideas of finimde, change, ste.
Giod therefore exista: his exisience is clearly proclaimed in my conacions-
ness, and therefore coases to be a matter of 3:31151: ANy m-mr.%n the fact
of my own existence. The eonception of an infinite being proved his real
exis for if thers is not reaﬂ{ such & heing 1 must bave made the con-
ception; but if 1 could make it I can slso unmake it, which evidently is
nat troe; therefore there must be externally to myself, an archetype ﬁ‘:mn
which the conception was derived.’ * * * * * & AJ that we clearly
and distinetly econesive as contained in anything is troa of that thing."

+ Wow, we oonceive ciearly and distinotly that the oxistonca of (od is
contained in the ides we have of him: erge—God axiets,'—{ Leswas's Bin,
Hist. Phil) .

Des Cartes was of opinion that his demonstrations of the existence of God
‘equal oF even gurpasa in certitude the demonstretions of s In
this opinion we must confess wo csnoot share, He has already told us
that Mﬁﬂlﬁmﬂnﬂnhmsﬁom—ﬂmﬂwﬁﬂmuhilﬂ;mﬂ
distiveetly conceived, must be trog—that imperfeet and complex conceptlons
are falie ones. The first proposition, all must sdmit, iz applicable to them-
selves. I eonceive o fact cleatly and @istinetly, and, despite all resistance,
s eompelled to acceps that fet; and ifﬂutﬁmbeamephadbcrmd
doubt, no higher dagree of certsinty can be attained. That two and two
ara fonr—that Texist—are facts which I never donbt. ‘The Cogito, ergo Swum,
iz irremistible, becense indubitable; but Cogito, erpo Pews est, 5 & scotence
requiring mach constderation, nod apon the face of it is o syllogism, but,
on the con , 18 illogical, If Des Cartes meant * I' am conscions that 1
am not the w of existencs, he wonld be indigpotable; bot i he mean
that * I can ba comsclons of un existence entirely disidnes, apart from, and
extornal to, mmdom; then his w ressoning [rom Lhat

We nge the word ‘T’ as given by Des Cartes, Mill, in his * System of
Logic,” says, * The smhiguity in this case is in the proncon I, by which in
onepimﬁ:,mhmduumdmwﬂ: in snother the lows of my noture. If
the eonception, existiug a3 it does in my mind, bad no eriginal without, the
conclusion wonld onguestionably follow that %I hed made it—that is, that
the laws of natura had spontaneonsly evelved it; but that my will mada
it woald not follow. Now, when Des Cartes afterwards adde that I cannot
unmake the conception, ke means that I cannot get rid of it by an sct of
my will, which is true: but is not the proposition oired. That what
gome of the laws of my nature have produced, other lews, or those same
laws in other circuometances, might not sabeeguently efface, he would have
found it difficult ko sstablish.’

‘Treatiog the existence of (iod as demonsirated from the d priori idea of

ion and infinity, and by the clearnese of his idea of '8 existence,
Curtes then proceeds to deal with the distinction between body and
soal. Tﬂ-‘}:mm thi# distinction was to him an essy matter, ‘The funda-
mental and edsential attribute of substance must be extension, becansa wa
can dennde substance of every quelicy bat thet of extension; this we ean-
not tonch without at the same time affecting the snhstance. The fomda-
mental steribute of mind is thoaght; it is in the act of thinking that the
i of exiat ia revealed: to be withoot thooght would be &

e wwithout consciousnass,



