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Tur five-o'clock whistle droned through the
heat. Tts deep, consequential chest-note be-
longed by right to the oldest and best paying
member of the Asgard group, a famous mining
property of northern California.

The Asgard Company owned a square league
of prehistorie titles on the western slope of the
foot-hills, — land enough for the preservation
of a natural park within its own boundaries
where fire-lines were cleared, forest-frees re-
spected, and roads kept up. Wherever the
company erccted a board fence, gate, or build-
ing, the same was methodically painted a color
known as “monopoly brown.” The most
conspicuous of these objects cropped out on
the sunset dip of the property where the
woods for twenty years had been cut, and the
Sacramento valley surges up in heat and glare,
with yearly visitations of malaria.

Highey than the buildings in brown, a gray-



