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CHAPTER XX.

TIIE “EVENING MOON 7 CONCLUDES ITS NARRATIVE,
ARD AFFORDS A TFULRTIIER INSIGHT INTD THE
CHILD-LIKE AND VOLATILE CHARACTER OF LYDTA
IOLDFAST.

N the hope of her husband's return, and look-
ing forward with sweet mysterious delight
to the moment when she would hold her baby
to her breast, Mrs. Holdfast was a perfectly
Liappy woman—a being to be envied. She
had some canse for anxiety in the clremmstanee
that she did not Lhear from her husband, but
she consoled hersell with the reflection that
his last letter to her afforded a suoflicient
explanation of his silence.  She mentally
VOL. II. 15
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followed his movements as the days passed Ly,
Some little time would be occupied in settling
his son’s affues ; the young man most likely
died in debt. My, Jloldfast would unot rest
satisfied until he had asceriained the exae
extent of his unhappy son’s liabilities, and had
discharged them.  With  Frederiek’s  death
must  Le clearedd away the dishononr of
his Dife.

“Now thut he was dead,” said the widow,
w1 was veady to pity and forgive him.”

IMer haby was bory, awd her hnsband bl
nob retarnad.  Day after day she looked for
pnews of him, until she worked heeself into o
fever of anxicty. "Lhe result was that she
became ill, and was ordered into the country
for fresher air.  DBut she conld not rest.  Her
husband's  retnrn appemral to be delayed
beyond reasonable limits,  Could anything
liave happened to him in the wild part of the
world in which Frederick had met his death *
Slie did not dream that in the tragedy which
Liad oceurred iu the very heart of London, the
murder in CGreat Porter Bquare, with which
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all the country was ringing, lay the auswer to
her fears. In her delicate state of health she
avoided the excitement of the newspapers, and
for weeks did not look at one. Thus, when
her health was to some extont established. and
she had returned to her house in London, she
had no knowledee of the murder, aud was in
ignorance of the few particnlars relating to it
which the police had been enabled to bring to
light.  She knew nething of the arvest of
Antony Cowlrick, of the frequent wdjonrn-
ments at the police-court, aud of the subsequent
release of this man whose wovements have
been enveloped in so much mystery.

It happened during her illness that a friemd,
who witnessed the anxiety of her wind and
sympathised with lier, wrote to Awerica for
information concerning Mr., Holdfast, antici-
pating that the reply to his letter would
enable lam to communicate cootl news to her;
atul it also happened, most singularly, alter a
lapse of time, that it was to this very friend
Mrs. Holdfast appealed for advice as to how
she should act.
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“I felt as if I was going wmad,” ave the
widow’s words. I could endure the terrible
suspense no longer.”

She called upon her friend, not being aware
that he had written to America on her hehalf.
On the table was a letter with the American
post-mark on the envelope, and as her lriend,
i a lrried manner, rose to receive her, she
observed that he placed his hand upon this
letter, as (hough wishing to coneccal it from her
sight.  Bul Ler qunick eyes lad  already
iletected it.

“Idid not know,” she said, alter she lad
cxpluined the motive of her visit, * that you
Liad correspondence with America.”

He glanced at his land, which still covered
the letter, and his [ace became troubled.

*This,” he said, *is in answer 1o a special
letter T seut to the States concerning M.
Holdfast,”

“ Al she cried, “then I am interested
inapl”

“Yes,” he-replied, * yon ave interested
init.”



