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ADVERTIZEMENT to the Londorn Edition......Circumstances over
which Mr. Towesend's family had oo comurol, bave cased a delay in
the puldication of this volume, wineh bas beea 1o them a seuree of pain
aibed pegret.  Duiay b last illeesz, Me Townsead ivewded 10 copsign
his papers to the Sames, bat the voice of afection pleaded for their pre-
servilimd E

Thesz pepes are bamble |L theat prelemdions, hke the llfnml] subject
ofthem: hiz aim, was to Improve 2 bemelil mankind. . theirs, iy to excite
young Mlinisters 1o the same paticot Industey, indefatigable Zen],
homuralde Emalalion, whick marked his corcer. To the mors privaie
Christian, their peresal, it is hoped, will hcmthmgm'lh_iﬁrpf siflie-
i, and d.rl!!r'lllg in the peespect of death.
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CHAPTER L

MR. TOWNSEND'S BINTH, BEDUCATION, AND CONVER-
SION.

T'uw objects of biography, in gencral, are instruciion
and example; but religious biography has another and
a higher aim, namely, to “muagnify the grace of God”
in the subject of the narration: it is to concur in the
great design of Jehoval himself, who said concerning
{srael, “This people have I formed for wmyself; they
shall show forth my praise.”™  Men of the world, in
writing, their own memoirs, have uniformly an eye o
the advancement aud display of their character and
talents; and even when they admit their failings and
mdiscretions, (as they call them,) it is voly with a view
w set off their supposed virtues,  Not =0 Mr. Towns-
end; the facts and circumstances which he records, and
especially his reflections en them, which are nuincrous,
have a direct tendeney to sclf-abasement, and at the
same time to glorify God by the acknowledgment of his
providence and grace. His language uniformly corres-
ponded with that of the Psalmist, *“Not unto us, O Lord,

* Isa. adiii. 21.
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but unte thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for
thy truth’s sake.”* =

Such being the object of the original papers before
us, in preparng this narrative for the religions publie,
our duty will be ‘o pursue the same design; and to
show how wuch persons, neither elevated in rank, nor
endowed with extraordinary genins, may yet eﬁ‘acl,, Ly
God’s assistance, for the advancement of his honer, and
the benefit of their fellow creatures.

Me. John Townsend was born March 24, 1757, in
the parish of Whitechapel, and baptized by the curate
of that church. He had not, indeed, to boust of a
noble or rich ancestry, but his father had received his
edueation from a respectable clergyman in Yorkshive,
under wham he attained a considerable acquaintance
with the Latin tongue. In early life he setiled in Lon-
don, in a family where the late My, Whitefield, of pious
memory, used to visit, and was =0 muoch charmed with
liig vivaeity, and the interesting nature of hiz conversa-
tion, that he was led to hear him preach; first at All-
hallow's ehureh, and afterwards at the Tabernacle, near
Moorficlds, of which congregation he became eventu-
ally a stmted member, This, however, so degraded him
in the estimation of his father’s family, that he was
mepaced with loss of stution and property.  His rod-
uesher, o rich nunt, promised to make him her sole
heir, if e woold forsake “that enthusinsty” a whole
nizht was passell in cwreaties and discussions; but con-
scinee or principle prevailed over human pride and
poliey,  Fhe mweasures of Ezypt were renonnced, the
Brmible path of poverty chosen, and things  eternal
vstimated more lighly than things temporal.

O his cirrnsastance Mr. Townsend himself remarks,
“li 15 a greater merey to be the child of providence
than the child of fortune.  How many have I seen left
by their parents in aflluence, but it *made to itsell wings

* Taaliexvil.
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m&ﬂﬂwnw‘g IPm'h placed in easier cir-
cumstances than some of those whu inherited the prop-
eriy referred to. It is an honor to descend from those

who suffer for righteousness sake.”

“] pwe much (says our deceased friend) to the love
and care of an affectionate mother, not only for her
regard 1o my personal safety, but also for her instruc-
tion and admonitions. Well do 1 remember standing
at her knees to repeat Dr. Waus’s hymns, and kneel-
ing to say my prayers, which was often very rksome to
me, and which | therefore tried (o evade by the most
frivolous excuses. As a proof of her regard to my
religions interests, 1 recollect that on one oceasion, when
I had committed a great {ault, and then told a falsehood
to conceal it, (having the strongest possible conviction
of my guil,) she kepl me fasting in my chﬂmhea' till
I conifessed my sin.” This to some may appear as-a
trivial circumstance; but as Mr. T. doulpless recorded
it by way of admonition to his own family in the first
instance, so we retain the fact as an admonition to
parents in general, never 1o trifle with the truth, fior 1o
¥sS OVEE A falsehmd as a slight and venial fault: noth
ing, indeed, was more conspicuous or admirable in Mr.
To“ naend’s character, than his sacred regard to truth
in all his conversation.

It iz a trite remark, the truth of which is often veri-
fied, that a partieular providence attends on children.
The subject of this memoir experienced mueh of that
saperintending care; some years afterwards, referring 1o
recovery from a u:ahr-nnnr. ‘disease, he writes, “God bas
protracted my journey in the wilderness to see new
mercies, andl to experience new deliverances, both in
providence and grace,”

Mr. Townsend received the first rudiments of his
education, as mostof the first scholars in the world have
done, from “a good old lady, for whom he always en-
tertained o strong, recollection of esteem;” in which he
may put many ol us to the blush, whe generally under-



