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FOREWORD

The hest kind of American woman is |1rnl|l'. She has
canfidence in hersell.  She is not vain or conceited or self-
assertive, hut she has faith in her own powers.  Even if
she could, she would not spend her life in play or in idle-
ness; she would choose to work,  She believes that hecause
she is doing her chosen work — whatever it may he —
steadily, hour by hour, day by dav, she is achieving.
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labor serenely, proudly.  No matter how ohseure her lot,
she feels herself to he in the sane class as the most fa-
maous of her Ameriean sisters who have worked with stead-
iness and confidence at their task, and who have achieved
groatness, .

So difieult has it been for teachers to find brief, readable
biographies of distinguished women to use in connection
with their lessons in history and civies that they will wel-
come this interesting collection. It should help to make
the girls in our American schools proud of their woman-
hood and it should give them a strong desire to be worthy of
belonging to the same elass as this group of noble workers.

Eama L. Jonssroy
Principal Brooklyn Training School for Teachers.

Alarch 16, 1014,



“ I women now sit on thrones, if the most heantiful painting
i the world is of a mother and her ehild, of the image of o
wowman crowns the dome of the American Capitol, if in allegory
and melaphor and painting and senlpture the highest ideals
are women, it is because they have a right to be there. By
all their drodgery sud patience, by all their suffering and
kindness, they have earned their right to be there.”

— i1 1. Masen

“The Egyplion people, wisest then of nations, gave to their
spirit of Wisdom the form of & woman; apd into her hand,
for u symbol, the weaver's shuttle,” — Julin fluskin



INTRODUCTION

THE advantages of biography as a means of education
are obvious. History and hiography go hand in hand, the
latter giving vitality and reality to the former.

Educators have for a long time appreciated this, and in
many Courses of Study throughout our land provision
has been made for the teaching of history through hiog-
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notable eareers of Washington, Franklin, Lill{'ﬂ]‘n. and
other illustrions men, with the purpose of interesting the
voung and mspiring i them the spint of emulation.

It is a remarkable fact that little attention, if any, has
been given to the study of the careers of distinguished
women, and the question has often been asked why short
biographies should not be prepared, i order that the pu-
pils in our schools might become familiar with the nohle
and unselfish lives of the many remarkable women whose
influence has been inspiring and uplifting. Tt 15 hoped
that those who read the stories of the lives of the women
whose names appear in thiz volume will find in them
an incentive Lo guide their own lives into useful ehannels.

These types have been selected because of their direct
influence upon events of world-wide significance. Only
a limited number of types has been given because it
would be impossible, within the compass of one volume or
of many, to record the great and good deeds of women,
past and present.

The compiler has no intention of expressing lier per-
sonal opinions: the facts of these women's lives speak for
themselves, and the stories, neeessarily hrief here, of their
careers are so full of vital and human interest that it is
hoped that the young reader may be led to the perusal of
more complete biographies in later life,
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