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PREFACE

I'N The Varieties of Eeligions FExperience the late

Professor William James has said (p 465): ‘The
religious phenomenon, studied as an inner fact, and
apart from ecclegiastical or theological complications,
has shown iteelf t0 consist everywhere, and at all its
stages, in the consciousness which individuals have
of an intercourse between themselves and higher
powers with which they feel themselveas to be
related. This intercourse js realised at the time
a3 being both active and muinal’ The book now
before the reader deals with the religions phe-
nomenon, studied as an inner fact, in the earlier
stagea of religion. By ‘the Idea of God’ may be
meant either the consciousness which individuals
have of higher powers, with which they feel them-
selves to De related, or the words in which they, or
others, seek to express that consciousness. Those
words may be an expreasion, that iz to say an
interpretation or a misinterpretation, of that con-
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scionsness, But the words are not the consciousness :
the feeling, withoot which the consciousness does
not exiat, may he abeent when the words are spoken
or heard. It is however through the words that we
heve to approach the feeling and the consciousness
of others, and to determine whether and how far
the feeling and the coneciousness so approached
are similar in all individuals everywhere and at all

slagee,
F. B. JEVONR.

Haremro Haol,

Doraaw
Ocrober, 19140
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