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PREFACE.

THE opening chapter of this book—the chapter of
general exposition—has been adopted and issued by
the Independent Labour Party as a statement of the
Socialist position. There is much confusion in the
public mind about Socialism. The word is flung about
indiscriminately by politicians as a mere term of abuse.
That is for the moment the favourite method of
making faces at their opponents adopted by the ruck of
political partisans with whom that sort of thing passes
for the discussion of public affairs. As against that
prevalent imbecility, this book is intended to provide a
clear and definite reasoned statement of the essential
teaching of Socialism.
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