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M OBIAD:
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BATTLE of the V'OIC.E4

HEROI-COMIC POEM,

SPORTIVELY SATIRICAL:

Being a briefly hiftorical, natural and liyely, free md
hum::-rous, DeicriPTION

OF AN

EXETER ELECTION.

In SIX CANTO’S.

Iluftrated with fuch Nores as for fome Readers may
P be fuppofed ufeful.

b

By DemocriTus JuveENAL, Moral

meeﬁ'ar of Ridicule, and plaguy—pl:afam Fellow of
Stingtickle College ;
Fulgarly

ANDREW BRICE, EXON.

= ==- Magno in populo com f=pe coortz eil

Seditio, fevitque animis ignobile vulgus,

Infequitur l:iamurque vithm, furor arma miniftrar,

Pra!frntamquc viris intentant omnia mnrtdm,

Difficile eft fatiram pon feribere,— Ridiculum acri

Fortids et melids magnas plerumque ‘fﬂ:-l'l: res,

1&g, Juy, Hok.
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EXON: Pi end Sold by Beice apd TrHorw:
And (old m} by T. Davies, in Great-Rafiel Street,
Covent-Gardes, Loadon. MDCCLXX,

P .

Fis



———r——— w e W W = r—— ——

iﬁmmmﬁm

The Author’s ValediGory Sermon to thig
hopeful Spark, his Progeny.

GD, thou plsyfome, fily-fnickering, dry-bobbing Son

PHANTAsY. That frolic Deme was bome/ffly thy

othcr ; congeiv’d, form’d, apd with no hard Travail
— ( Indignation aiding) — browght thee forth. Hrstomic
TruTH, however, had a finger in the pye, and (as ano..

ther trite Saying goes) blow’d to thy making. Go; — try
" thy Fortung, as thy Betters have done, As Circumflancey’
allow’d, I brought thee up' to -—- what thou art ; have now
tolerably cloath’d thee in.a decent plain Suit of Print: And
what is to be done next but fend thee into the World ?
Good Hands receive thee, and not harthly treat thee | And
may'ft thou beft thrive in thy proper Vocation of m
and _slrgﬂ.rmg thy Entertainers |

1 fhould gladly have had beftow’d upon thee a fhort Tn-
ftimonial of fome or other Worthinefs, or good Property,
in thee ; or elle to have pot lome Refpedtable Name for
thy Prote&ion. But Patronage for Poetry, ’fhou’d feem,
is now no more the Grewth of svery Ciime than is good
Poetry itfelf. And alas] Viecirs thrive not but in the
gultivated warm Garden of 2 Mogcewas. Kind Fofterers,
— ( One Swallow making of itfelf -+~ but One } — and
even a tutelary Mafter, feem s dificultly to be met with,
So that, at the laft refort, thou muft for a geed Rioe truft to
thy own Legs ;—or, as fome Folk feem to think, to the
compulfive Conduél of thy own PraweT: A Guide very
precarious truly ; there being, they tell you, amongft the
others, a villainous Trvrdpe-farthing one, & cruel Envier of
Merit, malicioufly more bufy with his Influence than all the
reft. If fuch their Creed be orthodox, that mifchievous
Meddler, perhap, too much tamper’d with my own Nativity:
Forcing upon ine 2 radical Itch of Scribbling, nay an ungain-
ful poetfe Turn 3 when SaTurw himfelf might have taken me



uhder his Care, and, giving me a Prépenfion to deep fucrativie
Ploding, difpos’d my Bent for Mamey-raking like a Mipas;
or any modérn #ays-and-Means Monger that ever deferved
----- Preferment.

Be not difhearten'd neither, tho' modeflly diffident.
The Queftion fhould be, Halt thou any good Parts, or
haft ¢hou not ? Humbly fhouldefl chou aniwer, it is not
for thee to fay j but that thou wouldeft readily fubmit to a
candid, though dreading a va@iPrigid, Examination.

Now, if real Genius in thee beam fometimes forth,
fhine frequently, and mord or lels fparkle throughout thy
Compofition; the Deucs or faid Planst muft load thy Dice,
if thou findeft the whole World inhofpitable. And if a
fprightly Genips have found and mmanly Sentiment, and
{ what to this Kind of Poem is cffential ) géutee! Drolery of
HMomur for Companions, fome fweet Souls may take you
in gogether for very Joke's fake. But if thbu baft mo Merit,
no Worib, nothing fevely, in thee, — I can’t fattering fay,
thou defervelt it.

Alas, Child !--- To fay nothing-of Erudition ;- Compe-
tency of Knowledge, Vivacity of Thought, and Maturity
of Judgment, and a {uitable Portian of well-govern'd
Porric FirE, with certain other Sterling Somewbats not
teadily to be here, by mé, exprefs'd, but infinitely more

. valuable than Fingle and Meafire, Rbyme and Ferfification;
are tequifite to the Conftroélion of right good POESY,
Every jejune Paem, or ftarveling Copy of Ferfes, is not ITi
If thefe fomewbhars, c. are all facking in thee, — I'd not
give T'wo-pence 2 Year to infure thy Longevity, Well;
mayeft thou have egual Judges! May a good Report of
thee comfert me, and recommend thyleif ! 5o fare ther

- el at once.

Exon, July the 4th, 17v0.
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PREFACE,

Written when the Poen was jult finifh'd,

and intended; at that Time, (viz. in 1738.)
to have been forthiith publifli'd,

HE Taruzr recoimts how Pacorzt his

feign'd Familiar cured a common Swearer,

by laying his own Language, penn’d, be-
fore him.- Though the Story be Fition, yet fuch
Effe® were in Reality not abfolutely improbable,
The wife SpART ANs experimented fomething fike
it, in expofing their Slaves, purpofely made drunk,
to the View of their Sons; who were thereby the
more render'd Abhorrers of fach unmanning vile
Debauchery. Could a Man, of good Senfe and
Fathion, but perfeflly fee and confider, in a fober
Hour, his own very Perfon afting before others
the filly and filthy Seene of a thorough Debauch,
it might, poffibly, fet him more on his guard
againft the like Intemperance for future, as well

.3 fill him with Shame and Contrition for the paft.

& Why,



ii. PREFACE.

Why, then, might not fuch, in a fort, behold
himfelf, as it were in a Mirrour, in HocarTu’s
Mipnicar Conveksatiow, or fome antick

. Chimney-picce more vulgarly baccanalian? "Why
thould the Moral of the pencil'd Satire be over-
look’d or difregarded ! One might be apt to fancy
Tavern -"Quarrels, painted artfully in Tipling-
Rooms, might, if confiderately obferv’d, withold
real Gentlemen of Breeding from plunging into
fuch Depths of Liquor as might overwhelm their

. Humanity, and cransform them for a Time to
fuch worfe than Savages as in Colours reprefented.
And we fhould imagine, a Man, in calm good

" Temper, might hate, yet defpife, his own lare

Appearance pourttay'd the very Madman he

look’d, and behav'd, in Height of that Rage he
was, ftrangely he might think, thrown into.

And wherefore fhould not the Effeét hold in
paralle]l Examples? Why might not fome heed-
fully perufing a boifterons Erzeriow, in which
they were Agents or Agitators, (cfpecially of but
lietle if any Moment) juftly defcrib’™d in fuired
Verfe, be atham'd of the ridiculous or bafe Parts
which they, as "twere in Effigie, review they acted
in the wretched Farce ? Why (hould they not fee]
& Twinge of Thought at the Dangers which they,
with others, prov’d inftrumental — { though, it
may be, unwittingly } — in occafioning, as well as
Remorfe at being any Way, even undefignedly,
acceffary to, Mifchiefs therein committed ?

This




PREVFACE, i,

 This Poetic Sketch was drawn to that honeft
Intent. Theugh there are very few, if any,
direétly and perfonally charadteriz’d, yer Num-
bers, &f they have Eves of Underftanding, may
difcern their own Images in Defcription expofing
themfelves to Derifion, Contempt, perhaps and
Deteftation. Alfo may be feen to what a diftracted
and unhappy Plight mere Whim and Fantaft have -
brought us.. Why then fhould it not conduce ro
the correfting our Conduét, difcountenancing Tu.
mult, reftoring Civilicy at lealt, and by Degrees
recovering Trade, fo foolifhly deftroy’d by hare-
brain’d Faftion? Why may we not hope theres
upon that Perfons of Equanimity may venture into
publick and mix’d Converfation, be there us’d
with Good-manners, and fee the Company fit, and
in.due Seafon part, obfequious and mannerly at
worft, — notwithftanding their having voted dif-
ferently for a Forly Man (as they ftyle him), a
Mayor, or Member of Parliament himfelf ?

Though dreading a being furrounded in and by

a MOB, efpécially a pent-up contending one,
yet, to make proper Obfervations, and to colle@
apt Materials, I, for once, voluntarily hazarded
myfelf even on the very Spot of thickeft Uproar
.and Confufion. At which Time, worle than that
of the Painter ( who, furpafiingly to delineate a
Battle, in its various Horrors, to the Life, went
joyfully to gaze at one, but therein loft both his
Arms by his Curioficy ) had like to have prov’d
my Hap; not only almott crufh'd to death in the
aa Throng,



iv PREFACE,

Throng, but like to have my fmall Portion of
Brains pres’d out, or my Head itfelf wrung off,
in the Gateway, endegvouring, at L, to efcape
out of the crowded Hall,

However raugh, unfinithed, and incorrect, yea
trifling and Glly, the flight Performance be, or
fhall be faid to be, —my Vanity flatters itfelf
it is pretty natural, pifturefque, and indifferently
full of genuine Humour: Which are Hits and
Ingredients not defpicable in Pieces of this Na-
ure. Yes, I am forward enough to fancy, that
it is not quite devoid of fuch tieillating as well
‘as poignant Mumonr as may divert ¢ven where
it nectles, pleafe the Sgruck in defpight of their
Refentment, and force them at leaft o fmile juft
wpon biting their Lipy qr Knuckles,

It being caleulated principally for the Ufe and
Service of #his City, — (though not to be fo wery
Jecal as not to fit other Places; — Mo zs being
Moss every-where) — as well as the Subjelt is
a Tranfattion upon the Spot, I thought fit to
gather many of the callgeral Incidents, Similes,
Allufions, and other embellithing Circumftances,
as well as fome Words and Phrafes of Propriety,
from the proper Scené of Adtion, and Parts ad.
jacent 3 fo as to adapt the Poem maft properly
to the Place. The Time of the Main Adtion alfo
conlifts of about §é¢ Haurs; each diftinguifh®d pros
perly by cancamitant Tokens, well known to the

- ‘ Inhabitanty,




