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PREFACE.

Boors have been multiplied en every side, and there
are many on diferent subjects; but the number of onginal
American productions is, indeed, exceedingly few. Poeti-
enl perforinances, ospeeially these of a religisus nature,
are atill more acfee,  Whether & publication strietly re-
lgious, in the main, will meet with {(ha appeobation and
aceeplance al an enlizhtened amd liheml penple; is now
to be determined. The object of the author s, the dis.
semination of religionsg trath and the amelioration of the
heart.  He has not the vanity to suppose that his produe-
tions are equal to our standierd pocts, whe have had both
time and leisure tn give armamnent do thair gfyle, dnd 1o
emibellish their stonzas with all the tinse]l of the most
glittering periods; yet, he is not sshamed to avow hat
some of his Mights wonld not disgrace the best of them.
He makes thiz assertion with the more [eedom aml
the less temanily, o8 he has predicated his epinion on the
judgment of gentlemen whose mimls he decing superior
to his own. Thongh his sdvantages have not been equal
to some of those whe hove preceded him, yel his stanzas
do not sink moch below them,  The reader wildl P-E':I'{'EI'\’-E
that he has taken some pains, ool to adorn his numbers
with the tropes amd figures of rhetoric, but to make his
verses ﬂugw smoothly and freely, without stiffness on the
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one hend, and fistian oo the other. He is of the opinicn
that he might interweare a number of {hose backneyed
and almost worn-out epithets—Maek-eped Love—Dove-
eyed  Peace—Dale-ayed  Ecvg—Leaden-ened  Sloather—
From=foothed Time, &e. de.—and yet, lilee a certain Eoro-
pean Bard, of the present day, produce s—glittering
nothing! The author secks not te dazels ihe eye, but to
lead the mind to the Faentiun of all Goeodiess, where he
may lake kis thiret, nod satizfv his immortal spirit with
atreams thal never fail; and where

SR alyaliom ik a.hllEillB.lllt-lEl JI.l:l'ﬂ."B;
Tk fluods ol cdliand i’

He must be candid enough, and be 15 nol ashamed to con-
fosz, thal relirious effusiong alone, are the most congendal
to hia heart; and of these he has in possession, perhaps,
more than 2 thousaod cssays. Lo these pages be wishes
not to introduea one single line wiicl, in the day of God,
he would had been expunged. TS piece, ealithed, “The
Harmonies of’ Creationy or, 'The Mosic of the Morming
Sfare,” wad sugresled to bis miod by o mecuncoce o
Job, xxxviti, 4—7; and ke sincerely regrets that he can-
nol, such is bis scarcily of tme, toke that pains which
“ha ooughi, to give it a more aolstantial and olegant form;
by retrenchiog what ia rather lome, and. adding some
criginal ideas, which would make il appesc 1o greater
advantage, Every gyllable and every line, so far as the
suthor knows, are purely original—the plao—the lan-
poage—the dorm, and {be {deas; oor has he resorted to
fiction, any Derdber than it might serve his conveniénce,
for laying the foundation of the poem.
He Lopes that in o futore edition, should there ever be
a eall for it, that 3t will appear in a2 wore respactable
dress,  The plece “Ou the Cracilixion, " &e, iz entirely



