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PREFACE.

In dedicating these pocms to the priests and
peasantry of Ireland, their sothor desires to
acknowledge his deep gratitude towards them, not
for their sympathy only, and this was great, but for
much else which, though difficult to express, will
be divined in their perusal.

The earliest of the pieces, those headed **In
Vinculis,” were with a few exceptions actually
written (on the fiy-leaves of the Author’s prayer-
bock) in Galway and Kilmainham gaole. The
rest were either designed in prison or composed in
conpection with the events of the time. They
record an gpisode in the writer's life to which, in
spite of many austeritics and some real suffering,
he cannot look back otherwise than with affection.
Imprisonment is & reality of discipline most useful



vili PREFACKE,

to the modern soul, lapped as itis in physical aloth
and self-indulgence. Like a sickness or & spiriteal
retreat it purifies and ennobles; and the soul
emerges from it stronger and more self-contained.
Alas, that these influences should so soon lose their
power |—And yet, fall as we may from the higher
lavel, they do not wholly pesish, but remeln for s

& wholesome recollection and a standard of all that
vie can imagine best for this life and another.
W. 5. B
Crabhet Park, Sussex,

Oef. a3, 1888,
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