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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

“Tue LasT CruIst oF THE SPITFIRE” is the opens
inge volume of the “Ship and Shore” Series, and tells
of the things which happened to a boy who ran away
from his guardian’s home because he could no longer
stand the ernel treatment received.

In this tale, in order to got close to the heart of the
boy, the author has allowed Luke Foster to tell his
own story in hiz own way. Luke has never before
been to sea, and when he is carried off on the * Spits
fire ™ his real experiences on the briny ocean, set up in
Juxtaposition to what he had imagined a life on the
“rolling deep ™ to be, make reading which I trust every
Lul who has a “hankering ™ after a sailor’s life may
igrest with profit,  Luke coneludes that a life on land
15 good enough for him, and 1 feel certain that a major-
ity of our readers will agree with him.

Of Luke's overbearing cousin and his dishonest
uncle much might be said which Luke leaves untold.
The boy does this probably out of his natural good.
heartedness. Yet the lives of the pair, and especially
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iv PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

that of the father, well illustrate the old saying, that,
sooner or later, every wrong-doer is bound to overreach
himself and fall into the hands of justice.

Upon first appearing in print, “ The Last Cruise of
the Spitfire " was as well received as the stories in the
“Bound to Suceeed Secries,” which had preceded it;
and once again the author begs to thank readers and
erities for their continued kindness to him.

:E_DWARH STRATEMEYER.
Nxwarg, N.J1.,
May 1, 1889,
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