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I—MARGARET OF ANJTOV,

PBeeioss hiz two good uncles, the Duke of Bedford and
Cardinal Deaufort, Heory VL had another, whoe was a
very bad men, This was the Duke of (Gloucester, who
tried every means to get himsel! made Irotestor, and to
usorp all the power in the kingdom info his own hands,
In spite of all that his brother eould eay, he would marry
the Duchess Jacqueline of Holland, who had been living
for a long time io Eogland. This lady, whom Henry V.
alwaya ealled Dame Jake, was very rich ; and it was to
gain her money mors than anything else that the Duke of
Gloucester married hor. This marriage offended the great
Duke of Burgundy, Jacqueline’s feudal lord, and made
him help the French king insbead of helping Henry, as
he always had done hitherto.

After GGlouceater had done this, Jacgueline was taken
prisoner and sent to her own eountry; and inetead of
going to help hey, and teying to got her back again, this
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wicked man married another wife, who wae as bad as
himgelf, This woman was eaid to be a witch ; and she
was accused of making a wax-image of the king, and
melting it before a slow firn [t wea foolishly believed
that when the image was melted, the king would die

Wiodsor Ountle, Birtbplace of Henry YL

She was condemned to walk through Lemdon with a
lighted taper in her haml, 25 a public penitent ; and the
TDuke of Gloucester, who was extremely proud, felt this
disgrace very mueh.

It is mot certain whether s anger led him to make
any plote ogainst the king; hut very scon afterwards
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he was arrested, and died quite suddenly, some said of
apoplexy, and some by poison. It is more likely that
his angry passions caused him fo die a natural death

Boon after, the great Cardinal Beaufort died too ; but
not befors he had married Henry to his beautifu! and
brave wife, Margaret of Anjon. She wes the daughter
of King Réné of Provenee and Jsabella of Lorraine, who
waa descended directly from Charlemagne, snd she in-
herited from her mother all the valoar and beanty of the
great Carlovingian mmace. When she was quite a littls
girl, hor father was taken priscmer by the Burgnndians,
and her mother went with her and her little brother
Louis to live at a beantiful castle on the banks of the
Rhone. The children were hoth so wonderfully benutiful,
that whenever they went ont, the people strewed flowers
at their feet, and sang songs about them.

Margaret waa only fourteen w}mn Henry VI eent the
Fatl of Buffolk to ask her to marry him ; and some time
after, he broopht her to England, The whole of King
Réné’s court wept bitterdy when she came away, for she
waa universally heloved by them ; and whon she came
to Lngland, and the people saw how pood sod besutiful
and kind she was, thay followed her about in crowds,
made processions and shows to welecome and amuse her,
and wore her bedge, the daiay,¥ in their caps and jacketa,
All the books that were made had daisies painted in thewm ;
and nothing waa talked of but the hesutifal young Queen
Margaret.

Margaret was very different indeed io what she was
afterwards driven to become by the cruelfies and horrors
of the last years of Henory's reign, She was very meek
and genile, and did all she could to meke peace with
France, and to set poor distracted England in order, and
to esfablish new manufactures of silk end woollen, in
which she took t intereat.

But all that she could do was in valn, The meek and
gentle Henty was oo weak to control the fisrce passions
of the time, or to tame the powerful nobles, who had, in

* Margudrite In French,



