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PREFACE

to a considerable demand for a brief record

of the proceedings and activities of the Fed-
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America,
for readers who are unable to go through the six
rather voluminous books constituting the record for
the past quadrennium, but who do wish to acquaint
themselves with the nature and scope of the work
of the Council,

While this record is mainly concerned with the
quadrennium from 1912 to 1916, it seems best to
begin with a briel statement of the history and
constitution of the Council up to the year 1908,
when it was officially organized, and also of its
activities during what may be termed the formative
period from 1908 to Iglz.

The material is taken maioly from the six vol-
umes of the Library of Christian Co-operation.

The reader who desires a completer study of the
history and constitution of the Council will find it
in Dr, Sanford’s interesting volume, *“The Origin
amd IHistory of the Federal Counail,” and a descrip-
tion of the 30 Constitwent Denominations consti-
tutes the wvolume by the author, entitled “The
Churches of the Federal Council.” At the time
of writing this volume arrangements are being per-
fected for the preparation of a record of the pre-
vious Evangelical Alliance, which will also be of
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4 Preface

interest to the student of the co-operative move-
ment.

A completer account of the procedures and
practical activities of the Council will be found
it the volumes entitled “Chuoteh Federation,” “Fed-
eral Couneil of the Churches,” “Christian Unity at
Work,"” the six volumes composing the Library of
Christian Co-operation, and “The Churches of
Christ in Time of War.” Still more complete are
the annual reports of the Federal Council and the
Home Missions Council,

Statistical information will be found in the “Ted-
eral Council Year Book™ and a comprehensive view
of the social movement of the churches may be
found in the “Year Book of the Church and Social
Service.” These two volumes ought to be secured
annually by every pastor, and should be in every
library for general use.

This volume is an attempt to present a3 general
view of the contents of all the above-named
volumes,

On the work of local federations of churches a
handbook is in course of preparation to be entitled
“A Manual of Inter-Church Work.”

C. S M.
New York.
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