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[ E2L L2, far ) baserpent, ! posad v by gorpeat,'

PREFACE.

Tae present Chroniele comprehends the annals of the
Monastery of 2t Edmund from the year 1173 to 1202,
The early pages give a rapid sketch of the state of the
Monastery under Abbot Hugh, intended ag an Introdue-
tion to the History of the Government of Samson de
Totington, his suceessor, whoese acts are the chief object
of the Chroniele. Abbot Hugh died in 1180, and was
succeedod by Samson in 1182, after a vacancy of a year
and three months,

Jocelin de Brakelond, the wyiter, o native of 5t. Ed-
mundsbury,! dates his Chronicle from the year when the
Flemings were taken prisoners without the town (allad-
ing to the battle of Fornham in 1173}, in which year, he
teils usg,? that he took the habat at 5t Edmund's, having
made his noviciate under Samson, then Master of the
Novices, afterwapd Abbot, to whose charge e had been

' The Leng Brakioud, leadipg from 1he North fFate o the Market
I"lace, and the Little Braklonwd, are anclent streeis of 3¢, Edmuonds-
bury mentioned in deeds 53 Edw. T. Regist. Croftis, M%, Harl,
AXVIL fol. 4. 10v. 14, 15,

* Vide Chron, p. 1.

gaMD. 500, 13, f
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gpecially committed.!  According te Bale? he studied at
Cambridge; but for thi= we have not seen any authority, At
the ime of the election of Abhot Samson, Jocelin was the
Prior's chaplain g awd within four months waz prometed to
be chaplain to the Abbot,? with whom he lived, to use hiz
own language, day and night for six years.®  Tn 1198 and
1204, he did the honours of the abbey as guest-master
perhaps still continning one of the Abbot’s chaplains ;
and was afterward almoner, an office which be filled at
the death of Samson in 12118

A vontemporary monk of 8t Edmund’s has recorded?
the character of our Chronicler in these zimple words
# Dominus Jocelinus elemozinaring noster, vir religionis
eximie, potens in sermone et opere,”

Jocelin de Brakelond wrote® on the mirvacles of St
Robert, the boy martyred by the Jews at St. Edmunds-
bury in 1181, Bale, and later hibliographers, also aseribe

Tl o * Boripl, Illest  Tes. 1500, p. 250.

P Gl . 14,

* Lbid, p. 27, Hishop Taoner, in error, represents that onr anthor was
ecllarist of the wmenastery in the Ot Richaed L eonfounding him with
Joeeliug or Jocellinuy, twice cellavist, and afterward appainted 1o the

Altar,  Vide Clivon, pp. 84, tg, 835 Clireoiea de Electione Hugenis
Albatis M3, Harl. 1006, tol., 14,

FCheon. ppe 71, 15,

" Ikl po 3. Cliren, de Electione Hugonis Abbatis, fol. 165,
T Chron, g 30, T Il re,
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to him the Chronica de Electione Hugonis Albatis, pos-
tea episcopi Eliensis ¢ but the part which owr author
took, on the oceasion of that electon, is spoken of in the
same Chronicle in such a manner as to leave no doubt
that it was the work of another,

The public events recorded in this volume arve chiefly
those in which the Abbot of St. Bdmund’s had a share
during the reigng of Henrv I and Richard 1. They are
not without historieal interest; but the merit of the Chro-
nicle lies more in the vapiety of ordinary ineidents de-
tailed, from which often something i& to be learnt touch-
ing our langunge, manners, and eustoms, or owr system,
civil and religious, particularly the monastic polity.

The style of the worle is easy, mixed, but not offen-
sively, with the language of writers sacred and profane,
according to the eustom of the monastic historians of
the age. The story is told throughour with o pleasing
naivetd, and sometimes humeounr ; the charaeters are dravn
with spirit, and the whole seems written with trath,

That part of thiz Chronicle is subzequent to the Chro-
nicle of Diceto, is apparent from the fact, that our authoer,
commenting on an oceurrence in the Monastery of St
Edmond during the year 1200,' cites words which he
finds apt to bis purpose, used by the Dean of London in

his Chronicle.
' Clhren, jh 87



