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PREFACE.

KNoWLEDGE is the birthright of man; but the means
and opportapities of acquiripg it are available only to a
very limited extent by the sobordinate classes of society.
Theze privations might be lemented, if the bappiness of
those who toil depended on a participation of that mental
and refined pleasure which scientific pursuits afford. The
lowly, bowever, are often bappy in their ignorance,
becaunsa, in their rude and vnenlfivated state, their desires
are cireumsoribed, and they feel less acotely the miseries
of want and dependsnce, But there are many whose
avocations are less constant and less laborions—many whe
bave raired them.sah'i}é' by industry to comparative ease
and affluence, and -oh - fhie wairrectness of whose opinions
the stability and good ordfr of civilized society chiefly
depend. These have suffivient: leisure to cultivate their
minds; and it is a duty they owe to themsalves—to their
dependents—and to their country—to claim their right to
a share of that stock of knowledge which the industry of
past ages has mccumulated for the common benefit of
posterity. g

But there is a preliminary and indispensable acquire-
ment to be secured, before the treasures of science and
leerning can be opened to their view. WRITTEN LaAN-
GUAGE must be uonderstood; and it is not only necessary
to become acquainted with those mute signs by which
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thought is arvested in its fleeting progress, but every
reader should alsc obtain a competent knowledge of the
fundamental prineiples which reguolate and determine the
propriety of artificial Janguage.

Hence Grammar is a subject of more importance than
most persons are willing to admit; and though it has not
the attractions which many other studies possess, still it
wonld perhaps be difficult to name a science more extensive
in its application, or more generally usaful in directing the
conduct of the understanding. Even those who appear
to pay least attention to the arbitrary rules by which lan-
guage' is often conirolled, are nevertheless compelled to
ohserve the fundamental laws of speech; and though they
may affect to despise a knowledge of the use of words,
they too often betray their solicitude for grammatical
accuracy, by their hesitation and confasion—for they feel,
though they do mot perhaps know, that SPERCH IS THE
InpEX oF THE MIND.

1t concerns every ohe, therefore, who is called opon to
judge and act for himself, to possess the means by which
alleged improprieties of diclion may be corrected. This
art grammarians profess to teach; but do the works of
those writers always afford the means by which the learner
may be enabled to decide for himself, on subjects which,
perhaps, no individual has a right {odetermine for another?
In answering this important gnestion, we shall, hereafter,
have oceccasion to claim the indulgencea of the candid
reader.

The primary objeet of this treatize on language is to
render the principles of grammar easy, and the rules of
syntax practically useful, to those who have in early life
neglected the theory of speech. There are many, we feel
convinced, who would willingly devote some portion of
their leisure to the study of grammar, if the knowledge to
be derived from worke on that subject proved commen-
surate with the attention the s¢ience necessrilya demands;
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but there are few grown persons who will not rather
depend on their own judgment, than voluntarily submit to
fearn the lessons of grammarians. .

To blend the philosophy of language with the best
instructions of ihe best tenchers is perbaps the surest
means of attracting the attention of the self-educated
reader. Such students do not wish to be taught, they
desire only to be informed; and it may be presnmed that
one who has experienced similar diffculties knows better
the kind of information they require than more learned
writers on the subject. Whether we have supplied such
information must be left to the decision of that claas of
our readers. '

The liberty we have taken with the writings of the
learned, will probably subject us to still severer criticiam:
bat we ask no favour for the errora we have committed.
The works of writers on labguage are the fittest for the
selection of grammatical inaccuracies, for grammarians at
least ought to attend to the rules they inculeate. It wns
not, however, from any invidipus motive, bot from a
priveiple of justice, that we in general guve their blunders
the preference to those of less reputable writers.

But there is ane class of readers whose disapprobation
we may expect, and whose commendatioe would be no
proof of the practical utility of this volume.—We mean
those persons who learn the principles of a acience, as
many learn the words of an Itolian song, merely that they
may be able to repeat & given number of sounds, without
caring to understand the meanicg of the writer. Such
readers ure impatient to became learned at an easy rate,
and esteem that instruction the best which is soonest com-
mitted to memory. They are wowilling o bestow the
thonght and attention which an abstrase subject demands,
and without which scientific practical knowledge can never
be mcquired. It matters not, therefore, what system of
grammar such persons adopt; for as they are too indolent
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or too incapable, te think for themselves, they must after
all be contented to imitate the phraseology of others.

But if the hitherto snperficial reasoner should be inclined
to apply himself serionsly to the study of this indispensable
seience, he may still ask, “* Must we be constantly thinking
of our grammar whenever we speak or write?™ It may be
apswered, certainly not. This mistaken notion has
perhaps made more bad speakers and bad writers than a
total want of a knowledge of grammar, The snbject, and
what he intends to say eonceming it, cught solely to occupy
the attention of the speaker or weiter during the time he
is employed in forming his sentences, Those whe write
best are probably those who think least pbont the choice
of words ot the strueture of sentences while they are eom-
posing. The mind will in general suggest the preferable
words and phrases; and the writer, having previously
acquired a competent knowledge of the principles of
language, will ba prevented from committing gross impro-
prieties. The practice of grammar is chiefly naeful in
engbling any one to [correct errors that hove been com.
mitted in speaking or in writing, Those, therefore, who
undersiand the theory of laognage, have acquired the
means of applying the rules by which grawmatical accuracy
is regulated. But it is not essentinl that those rules
should be ““learnt by heart;” the anomalies only require to
be committed to memory.

In the arrangement of the Etymclogical Chapters of
this volume, the syntax and construetion of each part of
speech have been connected with the etymology of the
word, 'Whatever was considered useful to the uninformed
student, has also been included ; and an illustration or twe
containing words classed nnder each particular part of
speech bave been added, in order that those who wish to
acquire the science may bave the means at hand of ascer-
taining the progress they make in the knowledge of words.
These lessons (if they must be so called,) are progressive,
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and may be repeated as the learner proceeds with the
subsequent chapters. The selections are such as will not,
it is hoped, displease even onr better informed readers.

As. regards the philosophy of this volame, we canoot
reaspuably expect a uxiformly favourable opinion. Some
may think that the remarks contain too much of the theary
of language, acd that the enther. bas too often indolged in
controversial disquisitionz; but before hie readers form
their decided opinion upon these points, they are requested
to examine ‘whether the philosophy of the language has not
been made subservient to the practical utility of the rules
of grammor, aod whether the oconireverted questions do
not merit the calin coniderstion of all who desire to ba
informed oa this subject.

It would bave been easy for the weiter to have given a
greater appearance of originality to this treatize, by
adopting s his own the valusble exiracts which he has
salected from the worke of his predenessors, but he feels
well assured that such remarks will have more weight in
thair original language. Whenever it has been possible
to trace the anthor, the benefit of his sxsistance has been
acknowledged. This oculd not be always attendeq to in
selecting the rules of syntax. These bave long been con-
sidered the property of every writer on language, therefore
whenever they have been elearly expressed, they have
frequently been taken verbatim from grammarians.

As the principal design of this work is to instruct the
English gcholar, it would justly be considered inconsistent
to reler for proofs and examples to the learned languages,
or to aim at s display of deep research. That the latter
might have been accomplished by ane with very little pre-
tensicns to learning our classical readers will admit, for
the aunthor has found some difficulty in avoiding any
appearance of this parade of learning. 1lis constant en-
deavour has been to simplify and render inteliigible an
abstruse seience, and if possible to shew that & knowledge



