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BERDICATION

To my Rushand, whese never-fasiing help smoothed every
dificulty of the way, T dedipate the follondnr slight
reeord of owe fouy Mirough e Soudar im 1898 ; com-
Joled Juring Ris abience on the Mirson fo Abyssinia in

the carly part of the curvent year,
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PREFACE.

. THE following letters were not origmally in-
tended for publication. They were addressed
chiefly to my mother, and at the time [ wrote
them [ had not the least idea that any but
those in the immediate circle of my own family
and intimate friends would ever read them,
Untl lately I was not even aware that they
had been preserved. Soon, however, after the
present difficulties in the Soudan arcse, when
it became apparent that interest would be
aroused regarding that part of Africa, they
were returned to me with urgent requests that
I would put them into print.

For a considerable time 1 hesitated, and it
was only when the requests were reiterated
that I -ventured to commence selection and

revision.



viii FREFACE.

The desire to comply with the wishes of my
friends, and the fact that I am, [ believe, with
the exception of Lady Baker, the only lady
who has as yet made a tour through the Soudan,
are my apology for bringing to the light these
slight imperfect sketches.

In the beginning of the year 1878 I per-
suaded my husband to take me to Africa, but
the short trip which began and ended in
Egyptian territory was but part of that which
at the outset I hoped might be feasible.

My original wish was to go to Abyssinia—
special intcrest regarding that country having
been raised in my mind from Captain Speedy's
residence there many years before, his connec-
tion with it during the Expedition of 1867 and
1868 under Lord Napier of Magdala, and his
subsequent guardianship of the late Prince
Alamayu, son of Thecdore, King John's pre-
decessor, . I did not, however, get so far. Our
plans resolved themselves, even before we set
forth, into a shooting tour through that part
of Nubia known as the Eastern Soudan. We



