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PREFACE.

Tar theory set forth in theso pages is calenlated,
the anthor helieves, to shed a light on the pheno-
mens of tuberevlar consumptive diseaso which the
Iaat two thousand years have failed to do. Never
were these pheromena rendered thus intelligible
before, Each ohjection has been fairly met and,
it ie submitted, fully answered. The evidence
adduced is in porfect accordance with natural laws,
laws which cannot be safely evaded or set aside.
Disaster disease and premature death indeed, pre-
cede follow and attend us when we dizobey them.
Nowhere have facts been distorfed to meet a
theory, on the contrary, the theory is shown to be
everywhere in accordance with facts. The evidence
in truth is at once direct and circumstantial and,
the more closely it is serutinised the more fully, the
anthor hopes, will ifa conclusiveness be admitted
by each inguiring intelligence and candid mind. It
is of pressing moment thet it should be o, The
great interests of humanity require it. Never per-
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haps has anything so important claimed the atten-
tion of the profession and the world. For let us
consider, it i3 nothing less than the utter extinetion
of consumptive tubercular discase which is at
issue, And without a doubt, the same pirenuons,
persistent, well divected effort which has enabled
us to cast off so many other ills will, when
adequately roused, rid us of this infliction also,
the greatest, most devastating and yet perhaps
most preventible of them all

THE AUTHOR.

BeLrasT. February, 1872
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INTRODUCTION.

~ Quand on entreprend les grandes nouvesutds, quand on vent pro-
duire mne doctrine supéricurs & lasclenee sommune, 3l fant a'sttendre
& 8o voir contester méme o sefence commune, ot le mérite ordinadre
eat tonjonre refoed & qui foit prenve dun miits extragrdingire " —
0, DE BREMUaAT, fevue dog Deue Mowees, 7, xvill, p. 20,

*Tout et individwel done lo domeime do Tesprit. Les grandes
dégouvertes ont toojoars 64 faites par des espritz sclitaires—A.
Lavaos, Id, 7. =xi, p. 370.

I exTERTAIN DO colour of doubt, assuming ouly the
zealous cooperation of medical men and of the
intelligent public, that the same arrest might be
effected in respeet of consumption that has already
been consummated, or partially consummated, in
regard of pmallpox. Unless indeed we assert, which
few will be disposed to do nowadays, that evils are
made to he submitted to instead of overcome, con-
snmption might and, I maintain, ought to be not only
thrust out of our midst, but extinguished over the
earths entire surface as well. To compass how-
ever an achievement so momentous would need the
combined energies of numerous workers, the pro-
tracted toil of many years. In view then of a result

g0 desirable the sooner the business 18 taken in hand
o ' 1



